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3 moſte extel⸗ 
> 8 lie 2 ie, bj the pudent 
0 1 adn hes moſte deere belo- 

ued b viieſe Edwarde Diſke of 
4 3 — Gouernout of hys 
Mateſties petſone, arid Pꝛotec⸗ 
koꝛ of all his hygh hits Nealmes Donüntons, 
and -Subtcctes ; with the reſte of his mo te ho⸗ 
nopable Connfayle , moſte gracioufipe conſp⸗ 
deryng the gate enozmittes, whiche here⸗ 
tofote- haue e into his graces Realine ; 
rp! rof thebilhop 
oth ngodlye doctryne dk his ad- 
Fames wt viiely vnto the great derape'sf 
 Chyilten religion, but allo (ik 8585 mercy were 
bnto a vtter hong Divo of innumerable 
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and lu perſticton, and to be truly and faithfully 
inſtructed in the very wooꝛde of God, that liue⸗ 
lye koode ot mannes ſoule, whereby they maye 
learne vnfaynedly, and accoꝛding to the mynde 
ol theholy Ghoſte, expzelled in the feriptutes;to 
honoꝛ GOD, and to ſerue their Rynge, with all 
humilitie and ſubiection: and godly d honeffly, 
to behaue them lelfes towarde all men: Agayne 
calling to remembꝛaunce, that the nexte t moſte 
redy waye, to expell and auoyde, aſwell all coz⸗ 
rupte, vicious, and vngodly liuinge, as alſo er⸗ 
ronious doctrine, tendinge to ſuperſticion and 
Idolatry, and cerely to put qwape all conten⸗ 
cion, whiche hath heretofoze ryſen, thzoughedt- 
uerlitic of pꝛeachinge, is the trueletting furth, 
and pute declaring of Goddes woozd, whiche 
is the pꝛincipall guyde and leader vnto all god⸗ 
lynes and vertue: Finallye that all Curates 
of 1785 a pions oh loeuer they be, maye haue 
ull leſſons in a 5 


vs 3 
I an EOD, and dili⸗ 
m, cuery one accoꝛdinge to 


ono hyi 
degree, kate, and vocacion : the which Yo- 
milies 


The pꝛekate. 
miltes hys Mateltte commaundeth and frac# 
tely chargeth, all Perſones, Micars, Curates; 
and all other, hauyng ſpirituall cure, euery Sõ⸗ 
dape in the pere, at hyghe Maſſe, when the peo⸗ 
ple be mooſt gathered togither, to reade and de⸗ 
tlare to their pariſhtoners, plainly x diſtinctely, 
in ſuche oꝛdꝛe as they ſtande in the boke (excepte 
any Sermon be pzeached) and then foz that 
cauſe onely, c fo2 none other, the readpng of the 
ſaide Homilie, to be differred vnto the next Sõ⸗ 
daye kolo wing. And when the fozeſaide boke of 
Homilies is redde ouer, the Kynges Maieſties 
pleaſure is, that the ſame be repeted, and redde 
agayn in ſuche like ſoꝛzte, as was befoze pꝛeſcri⸗ 
bed, vnto ſuch tyme, as his graces pleaſure chat 
further be knowen, in this behalke. Allo his Ma⸗ 
ieſtie commaundeth, that the ſayde eccleſiaſti⸗ 
call perſons , vpon the kirſt holy day, kallinge 
in the weeke tyme of euerp quarter of the pere, 
ſhal reade his Jmunccions opely & diſtinctly to 
the people, in maner ⁊ kourmein the lame expꝛeſ⸗ 
led: and vpon euerp other holy ãd feſttuall day 
thzoughe the pere, likewile kallinge in the we⸗ 
ke tyme, they ſhal recyte the Pater noiter, the ar= 
ticles of our fayth, and the tenne cdõmaundemen⸗ 
tes in Engliſh, opẽly betoze all the people, as in 
the ſaide FJniunccions is ſpecified, that all de⸗ 
grees, and all ages, may learne to knowe God, 
and to ſerue him, accoꝛding to his holy woozde, 
; AME n. 


2 — ol 
F.ti.pd̃.i.li.iiii. Fa ofhis 8 
| — en Foz othet meane. Neade other | 


remedy. 
Gil pa. U tabu H Futte mill wear that 
deſweareth truly · Wendt, Feſt he that wereth 
out ſweate truly. 
H. i. pd. ii.li. Cxit, Foz, our own power. Reade, 
his own pomer. 
N. ii. pd. ii. lis. Fox theyyofficens.qc. Heads; 
Hupꝛeme and higher officers. . 
N. iti. pa. ii. li.. Foꝛ to the higher powers, to men 
beinge conſtitute. Reade, To che high powers 
 whichebeconſtiruted. 
Ol. pa. l ll. lr. For ſtucke, Meade ſtacke. 
Mas ti. lt. viii. Foz refuſcth, Neade refulsd. 
Al. Jo once to — lays. | 


1 02 cpeache, Keadeoz fpake, 1 75 

n aboue all thin ges, 
de ſaying: Xboueallthinges. 

Pt ha. l. li. vii Foz.nowe coine- to) Reade now 


come)... 
N. bit. pa. vieclt pviii. 10 fe any, Readeſeeke 


My. 
S.fif. pat. Foz but that the ſwearde of theſe 
wozdes, whiche be * ſparpe ce. Reade * 


3 Favltes eſcaped, 3 
the lwerd of theſe woꝛdeg ( which be ino ze ſhatye 
than any two handed ſwozd). . 
Pa.ti.li.rri.Reade (foz no man condignlye doth 

chyde with himlelke). | 
T.t-pa-it.li.r, Foꝛ, che leſſe be is wozthy, Reade 
thelefle he is wozthye. 
T.ii.pũ.i.li.ix. Reade, in the body; 
Li. xxiii. Foz to thy aduerſqrie, Readeto and of 
thyne adyerſarie, 
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A frintfull exhozfacion, to the 
xreadyng and knowledge of 
holy ſcripture, 


Ntoa chriſien man ther 


Pts 4 * 
* * * 
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| Che pia 
can be nothyng , eyther moze , 


ineceſſarp. oz ꝓkłitable, then the re. 
knowledge of holy [cripture, 
e toꝛaſmuche as in it, is contai⸗ 
ned Gods true woꝛde, lettyng 
— . 1th his gloꝛy, and allo mans 
duetie . And there is no trueth, no2 doctrine, Tue pertec⸗ 
neceſſary foz oure iuſtikicacton, and euerlaſtyng dae le 
ſaluacion, but that is, (02 may be) dꝛawen ont kk 
that kountayne, and welle of trueth. Therkoze 
as manye as be deſpꝛous to entre into the riggt 
and perfect waye vnto GOD, mult apply their Ii anow⸗ 
myndes, to knowe holy ſcripture, without which icdgc of holy 


they can neither ſufficiently knowe God, and his era. 


necclſarp. 


wyl, neither their office and dutie. Ind as dzinke 
ts pleaſaunt to them that be dꝛye, and meate to 
them that be hungty:ſo is the readyng,heatpng, To wys ve 
learchyng, and ſtudiyng of holy ſcripture , to the knowledge 


and to do his wpll. And their ſtomakes onely, do and pleaſant 


lothe and abhozre the heauenly knowledge, and Who been 1 


koode ok Gods wozd, that be lo dzouned in wozld: Karptnrc. 
ly vanities, that they neither ſauoz God, noꝛ any 
godlynes. Foz that is the cauſe why they delyze 

ſuche vanities, rather then the true knowledge 5 

of God. As they that are licke ol an ague what: jou? dach 
ſoeuer they eate 02 dꝛynke . (though it be neuer ſo dear whs 


— pleaſaunt b aue, 


that be delyꝛous to knowe God, oz them lelues, de ferty 


N 
{ 


An exhoꝛtation to the 
pleaſaunt)pet it is bitter to them, as wozmewod, 
not fo: the bitternes of the meate, but foz the coz⸗ 

rupt ct bitter humour, that is in their owne tong 
andinouthe: euen lo is the lweatenes of Gods 
woꝛde, bitter, (not of it ſelfe)but onely vnto them 


that haue their myndes cozrupted with long cu⸗ 
An exhoꝛta ſtome of ſinne, and loue of this wozlde. Therfoze 
dlligent ken, fozlakpng the cozrupt tudgement of carnal men, 
dyng, beryng Whiche care not but foz their carcas, let vs reue⸗ 
ct che op vently heare and reade holy lcriptures,whichets 
| Ccriptures, the foode of the ſoule . Let vs diltgently ſearche 
fo: the welle of Iyfe, in the bokes of the newe and 
old teſtament, and not riine to the ſtinkyng puds 

Hm dles of mens tradicions, deuiled by mans yma⸗ 
J/] , The hoty Flnacton,foz our tullificacion Elaluacion.Foz in 
| concur; 22 holy ſcripture is fully conteyned. what we ought 
etrin, fozour to do, aud what to exchewe, what to beleue, what 
falnacton. to loue, and what to loke foz, at Gods handes at 
MOhat thyn- length. In thoſe bokes, we ſhall fynde the father, 
Lernen $18, from whö, the ſonne by whom, and the holy gholl 
Wy). (efcripeure, in whom, all thynges haue their beyng a conler⸗ 
Wl uacion, and thele thꝛe perſons, to be one God, and 
one lubſtaunce. In thele bokes we may learne to 

knowe our ſelues, howe vile c miſerable we be!, & 
allo to knowe God, howe good he is of him lelke, 
and how he cömuntcateth his goodnes vnto vs, 
and to all creatures. We map learne alſo in thele 

» + bokes, to know Gods wyll a pleaſure, as inuche 

ds koꝛz this pzeſent tyme, is conuenient fo2 vs to 
knowe, And (as the great clarke, and godly pzea= 

cher ſalnct John Chziloſt. ſapeth) whatloeueris 

ak requyzed 


- © readyngofholy ſcripture. 
requyꝛed to ſaluacion of may, is fully contapned 
in the [cripture of God. Ye that ts ignozant,may 
there learne haue knowledge: He that is hatde 
harted, and an obſtinate ſpnner.ſhall there fynde 
eternall tozmentes, (p2epared of Gods iuſtice)to 
make him afrayde,and to mollifye him. He that 
is opp2eſled with miſerp in this woꝛlde, ſhal there 
kynde relieke in the pꝛomiſes of eternal life, to his 
great conlolacion and comfozt.He that is woun⸗ 
ded (by the deuil) vnto death, ſhall fynde there, 
medicine, wherby he map be reſtozed agapne vn- 
to health. Ik it ſhal requpʒe to teache any trueth, 
oz repꝛoue kalle doctrine, to rebuke any vice, to 
coinmende any vertue, to geue good counlaile, to 
comfozte, oꝛ to exhozte, ozto do any other thyng. 
requilite foz oure ſaluacton, all thole thynges 
(lapeth ſ. Chꝛiſoſtome) we map lerne pletifully of pot cerip 


the leripture. There ts (ſateth Fulgentiꝰ)aboun⸗ dreih dufte 


dantiy inough, both koꝛ men to eate, & childzen to entdoceeyne, 
ſucke. There is whatſoeuer is conuentent foz all aua 


and ages. 


ages, d ko all degrees, and ſoztes of men. Thele 
bokes therfoze, ought to be muche in our hãdes, Math «a, 
in our eres, in oureeares, in oure mouthes, but John 7 
moſt of al in our heartes. Foz þ ſcripture of God, Ptal. xi. 
is the heauenly meate of our ſoules,the hearyng what con⸗ 
and kepyng of it maketh vs bliſſed, ſactifieth vs „ole 
and maketh vs holy, it cõuerteth our ſoules, it is knowledge 
alight lanterne ta our tete, it is a ſure, a coſtant, ar bing 
anda perpetual inſtrument of ſaluacion: It ge- © 
ueth wyledome to the humble and lowlp hearted, 
it comfozteth, mabeth gladde, chereth and cheri- 


cheth 


Luke. x. 


John. vi. 
Lollof, 1, 


Heb ze.ilii. 


vit. 
Jh . 


John. pil, 


An exhoꝛtation to the 
ſheth oure conſciences, it is a moze excellente 


Jewell oz treaſure, then any golde oz pꝛecious 
tone, it is moze lweter then hony oz hony combe, 
it is called the beſt part, whiche Matt dyd chole, 
koz it hath in it euerlaſtyng comkozt. The wozdes 
ok holy ſcripture, be called woꝛdes of euerlaſtyng 
lplłe:Foꝛ they be Gods inſtrument, oꝛdayned foz 
the ſame purpole. They haue power to conuerte 
. thozough Gods pꝛomiſe, and they be effectuall 
 thzough Gods alliſtence: Ind,(beyng receyued 


in a faythfull heart) they haue euer an heauenly 
ſpiritual woꝛbyng in the, they ate liuely, quicke, 


and mightie in operacion, and ſharper then any 
two edged ſwearde, and entereth thzough, euen 


vnto the deuidyng a londze of the ſoule, and the 


ſpirite, of the toyntes, and the mary. Chziſt cal⸗ 


leth him a wyle buylder, that buyldeth vpon his 
woꝛde, vpon his lure and ſubſtãcial koundacion. 
By this wozde of God, we ſHalbe iudged: foz the 
woꝛde that I ſpake(ſayeth Chziſt)is it that ſhall 


iudge in the laſte day. He that kepeth the wozde 


of Chꝛiſt, is pꝛomiſed the loue and fatto2 of God, 


aͤnd that he ſhall be the mãſion place 02 temple of 


the bleſſed Trinitie. This wozde, whoſoeuer is 
diligent to reade, and in his heart to pꝛint that 
he readeth, the great affectton to the tranſitoꝛpe 


thynges of this wozlde, ſhalbe miniſhed in him, 


and the great deſyꝛe of heauenly thynges, (that 


be therin pꝛomiſed of God)ſhall encreaſe in him. 
And there is nothpng that ſo muche eſtabliſheth 


our fayth,and truſt in God, that ſo muche 
7 ueth 


readyng ot Holy ſcripture 
ueth tnnocency,and purenes ofthe heart, and al⸗ 
ſo ot outwarde godly like and conuerſacion, as 
continual readyng, e meditacion of Gods woꝛde. 
Foz that thyng, whiche(by perpetuall vle of rea- 
dyng of holy lcripture,and diligent ſearchyng of 
the fume) is deepely pꝛinted and grauen in the 
heart, at length turneth almoſt into nature. And 
mozeouer, the effecte and vertue of Gods worde, 
is to illuminate the tgnozaunt; and to geue moe 
light vnto them, that faythfully and diligently 
reade it, to comfozte they2 heartes, and to encou⸗ 
tage them, to perkoꝛme that, whiche ol GOD is 
commaunded. It teacheth pacience in all aduer⸗ 
ſitie, in pꝛoſperitie, humblenes: what honoz isdue 
vnto God, what mercy and charitie to our neigh⸗ 
bour. It geueth good counſaple in all doubtful 
thynges. It ſheweth,of whom we ſhall loke foz Berat 
ayde and helpe,inall perils, and that God is the i £0z.rv. 
onely geuer of victozy, inal battails and tempta bn. v. 
cions of our enemies,bodtly and goſtly. And in mono profits 
- readyng ok Gods wozde, he molt pꝛokiteth not yyus Gods 
alwayes, that is mooſt readye in turnyng ofthe wore, 
booke, oz in ſaiyng ok it without the booke, but 
he that is moſt turned into it, that is moſt inſpi⸗ 
red with the holy Ghoſt, mooſt in his heart, and 
Iyfe, altered and tranſkourmed into that thyng. 
whiche he redeth: He that is dayly leſſe and leſle 
pꝛoude, leſſe pʒekull, leſſe couetous, and lelle de⸗ 
ſyꝛous of wozldly and vayne pleaſures :He that 
dayly(fozſakyng his olde vicious like)encreaſeth 
in vertue, moze and moze. Ind to be khozte, there 
5 II ws 


is nothyng, that moze maintayneth godlynes of 

the mynde, and expelleth bngodlynes, then doth 

the cõtinual readyng;02 hearyng of Gods wozd, 

if it be toyned with a godly inynde, anda good 

affection to knowe and folowe Gods wyll, Foz 

eta. v. without altngle epe,pure intent, and good mind, 
Wor nothyng is allowed koz good befoze G O. 
N And on the other ſpde, nothyng moze obſcurcth 
Chzyſt, and the glozy of God, noz induceth moze 

blyndnes, and all kpndes of vices, then doth the 

what incom [J1102ance of Gods moꝛde. It we pzofelle Chziſt, 
modittes, the why be we not aſhamed to be ignozant in his dos 
Gods wore ktrine : Seyng that every man is aſhamed.to be 
bzyngeth, ignozant in that learnyng, whiche he pꝛokeſſeth⸗ 
That mã is aſhamed to be called aPhiloſopher, 

whiche readeth not the bovkes of Philoſophpe, 

and to be called a Lawyer, an Iſtronomter,oz 

a Phiſicion, that is ignozaunt in the bookes of 

Lawe, Iſtronoiny, and Philicke. Howe can any 

man then ſaye, that he pzofeſſeth Chzilt, and his 

religion, if he wyll not appiyehimſelfe, asfar= 

kurth as he can oz may cãueniently, to reade and 

heare, and ſo to knowe the bookes of Chzyſtes 

ode worde Golpel and doctrine . Although, other lciences 
=eelleth all be good, and to be learned pet no man can deny, 

but this is the chiefe, and paſleth al other income 
parably. What excuſe (hal we therfoze make, 

(at the laſt dap befoze Chꝛiſt) that delite to reade 

oz heare mens phantaſies and inuentions, moze 

then his mooſte holy Goſpell, and wyll fynde no 

tyme to do that, which chietly,(aboueal thinges) 


* 


readyng ok holy ſcripture, 
we ſhould do, and wyll rather reade other thyn⸗ 
ges, then that, fo: the whiche, we ought rather to 
leaue readyng of all other thynges⸗Let vs ther⸗ 

kfoꝛze apply our ſelues, as farfurth as we can haue 
tyme and leplure, to knowe Gods wozde, by dili⸗ 
gent hearyng and readyng therof, as many as 


p;ofeſſe GOD, and haue fayth and truſt in him. Mapneereu⸗ 


But they that haue no good affection to Gods dens krö he 
wozde, (to collour this they: faulte)alledge com⸗ knowledge 
monly, two vapne and fayned excules. Dome „ herin. 
go about to excule them, by theyʒ owne fraplenes 
and fearefulnes, ſaiyng that they dare not reade 
holy ſcripture, leſte, thozowe they? ignozaunce, 
they ſhould fal into any errour . Other pzctende, 
that the difficultie to vnderſtand it, and the hard 
nes therok, is lo great, that it is mete to be redde 
onely of clarkes and lerned men, | 

As touchyng the kyzſt: Jgnozaunceof Gods h xu. 
woꝛde, is the cauſe of all errour, as Chꝛyſt him 
ſelfeaffirined to the Saduceis, ſaiyng that they 
erred, becaule they knewe not the leripture. How 
ſhould they then exchewe errour, that wyll be 

ſtyll ignozaunt © And howe ſhould they come out 
of ignozaunce, that wyll not reade noz heare 
that thyng, which ſhould geue them knowledge- 
De that nowe hath mooſt knowledge, was at the 
kyꝛſt ignozaunt, yet he fozbare not to reade,foz 
keare he ſhould fall into errour :; but he diligent 
ly redde, leſte he ſhould remaine inignozaunce, 
and thzongh ignozaunce, in errour. And 

| NEE An 


The ſecond. 


my 


vo 
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Andif you wpllt not knowe the true th ok God, (a 
thyng mooſt neceſſarye foz you) teſt you fall into 

errour : by the ſame reaſon you may then lye ſtil, 

and neuer go, leſte( it ye go) you fall in the myʒe: 

no2 eate any good meate, leſte pe take a ſurkette: 
noꝛ ſowe your coꝛne, noʒ laboure in pour occupa⸗ 
cton,no2 vſe your marchandile, fo2 feare you loſe 

your leede,your labour, your . & lo by that 

reaſon, it ſhould be beſt koʒ you to liue ydely, and 

neuer to taze in hande, to do any maner of good 
thyng, leſte peraduenture ſome eutl thyng mape 

chaunce therof, And if pou be afrayde to fal into 

erroꝛ. by readpng of holy ſcripture, I ſhal ſhewe 
you howe you may readeit without daunger of 
erroʒ. Reade it humbly, with a meke and a low⸗ 

Dowe, mot ly heart, to thentent ye may glozify God, and not 
+ without all pour ſelf, with the knowledge of it: And reade it 
perl, the not without datly pzaying to God, that he would 
istobered, direct your readyng to good effecte, and tabe v⸗ 
| pon you to expounde it no further, then you can 
playnly vnderſtand it. Foz (as lainct Auguſtine 
ſayeth)the knowledge. of holye Scripture, is a 
great, large, and ahygh — but the doze is 

very lowe, ſo that the highe and arrogant man, 
can not runne in, but he mull ſtoupe lowe, and 

humble him ſelke, that ſhal entre into it. Pꝛelum⸗ 

dcion arrogancy is the mother of all erroz, and 
humilitie needeth to feare no erro2 . Foz humili⸗ 

tie wyll onely ſearche to knowe the trueth, it wyll 
ſearche, and wil conferre one place with another: 

and where it can not fynde the ſence, it wyll 17 

it wy 


readyng ok holy ſcripture, 

it will inquyze of other that knowe,and wyl not 
pzeſumpteoullye, and raſhlpe define any thyng, 
which it knoweth not. Therkoze the humble man 
map learche any truthe, boldely in the ſcripture, 
without any daunger of errour. And pk he be ig⸗ 
nozaunt, he ought the moze to reade, c to ſearche 
holy ſcripture, to bꝛyng hym out ok ignozaunce. 
J lay not nay but àa man map pzoſper with onely 
hearyng; but he maye muche moze pzolper, wyth 
bothe hearyng and readyng.This haue  ſayd, 
as touching the feare to reade,thozow ignozance 
of the perſon, And concerning the difficultie of 
ſcripture, he that is ſo weave, that he is not able om place, 
to bꝛooke ſtronge meate, yet he mape ſucke the 'scatve, and 
ſwete and tender mylke, and deferre the reſt, vn⸗ 4 harde re 
tyl he waxe ſtronger a come to moze knowledge, be vnderudd 
Foz god receyueth the learned & vnlearned, and 
caſteth awaye none, but is indifferent vnto all. 
Aud the ſcripture is ful, as wel of lowe valleyes, 
playne wayes,and eaſy foz euerp man to vle,#to 
walke in, as alſo of high hylles and moũtapnes, 
whiche fewe men can alcende vnto. Ind wholoe⸗ Sod teanety 
ner geueth his mpnde to holy ſeriptutes, with di⸗ fo men that 
ligent ſtudie,#feruent delire, it can not be (ſayth bath a goos 
. John Chiiſoſt.) that he ſhoulde be deſtitute ok ha worde. 
helpe . Foz eyther god almyghtie will ſende hym 5 
ſome godly Doctour to enſkucte hym, as he dyd 
to inſtructe Eunuchus, a noble man of Ethiope, 
and trealurour vnto Quene Candace, who ha⸗ 
uing a great aſteccion to reade the ſcripture (al⸗ 
though he vnderſtoode it not) yet foz the deſp2e, 

Cv. that 
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kcripture. 


An trhoꝛtation fo we 


that he had vnto gods woꝛd, god ſent his apoftle 
Philip, to declare vnto hym, the true ſence of the 
ſcripture that he read: ozels, yf we lacke a lear⸗ 
ned man, to inſtruct and teache vs. yet god hym 
ſelf krom aboue, wil geue light vnto our mindes 
and teache vs thole thinges, whiche are necella⸗ 
. Hows the ry foz vs, and wherin we be ignozant. And in an 
kertptur map Other place Chatſoſtoine ſapeth:that mannes hu⸗ 


be attayned Mapne and wozldlye wiſedoie.01 lcience, nedeth 


not to the vnderſtandyng of ſcripture, but the res 
uelacion of the holp goſte, who inſptreth the true 
ſence vnto them, that with humilitie & diligence, 
Fu do ſerche therkoze. He that alketh, ſhal haue, and 
ch. bu. he that ſeketh, ſhal kinde, a he that knocketh,thal 
haue the dooze open. Ik we reade once, twyle, o2 
thꝛile, and vnderſtand not, let vs not ceaſe ſo, but 

ſtyl continue reading, pꝛaying, aſkyng ok other, 
# lo by ſtyl knocking (at the laſt) the dooze ſhalbe 


© goodeue Opened( as ſ. Auguſtine ſayeth.) Although many 


koꝛ the vader thinges in the ſcripture, be Taken in oblcure mt- 
Kauding off fertes, yet there is nothyng ſpoken vnder darke 
miſteries in one plate, but the lelkeſame thing, in 
bther places is ſpoken kamiliarly and plainly,to 
Ao mi is tx: the capacitie,bothe of learned a vnlearned. And 
- opt from the thole thinges in the ſcripture, that be playne to 
00 wi. vnderſtande, and neceſſary foz ſaluacion, euery 
mannes dutie is to learne them, to pzint them in 
memoꝛp. aud effectually to exerciſe them. And as 

foz the obſcure miſteries, to be contẽted to be ig⸗ 

nozant in them, vntyl luche tyme as it ſhal pleaſe 

god, to open thole thinges vnto hym. In yon 

ealon 


reading of holy ſcripture. 

ſealon, yt he lacke eyther aptneſſe oz opoztunſtie, 
God wyll not impute it to his folly:but yet it bez 
houeth not that ſuche as be apt, ſhoulde ſet aſyde 
reading, becaule lome other be vnapte to reade. 
Neuerthelelle fo the difficultie of luche places, 
the readpng of the whole, ought not to be let a⸗ 
parte. And b2tefly toconclude(as S. Augultine 
ſayth) by the ſcripture, al men be amended:weak 
men be ſkrengthned,and ſtrog men be conkozted. Wuat per- 
So that ſurely none be eneinies to the readynge ane moore 
of gods wozd, but luche as either be lo ignozant to continue. 
that they knowe not howe hollome a thyng it is: 
ozels be ſo ſicke, that they hate the moſte comfoz- 
table medicine, that ſhould heale them:02 ſo bn = 
godly, that they woulde wyth the people, ſtyll to 
continue in blyndnes #ignozance of god. Thus whe holve 
we haue bzyefly touched lome parte of the como- of code 
dities of gods holy woꝛde, which is one of gods cherte benen 
cheke and pꝛincipall benefites, geuen and decla⸗ 
red to mankyude here in pearthe. Let vs thanke 
god hartelp, foz this his great and ſpecial gyft, 
benekicial fauour, a fatherly pꝛouidence. Let vs 
be glad to reuiue this pꝛecious gyfte of our hea⸗ 
uenlpe father . Let vs heare, reade, and knowe, » 
thele holy rules, iniunccions, and ſtatutes of our 
chꝛiſt ian retiigion, and vpon that we haue made The epghte 
pꝛokeſſion to god at oure baptilme. Let vs with an an 
feare, and reuerence, lape vp (in the cheſte of our ſtudyig in he 
hartes) theſe neceſſary and fruitfulleſſons. Let r crtvturs. 
vs nyght and day muſe, c haue meditacion, and lam. 
contemplacton in them. Let vs ruminat, and (as 

it were 
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An exhoꝛtation to the 
it were) chew the cudde . p we may haue the ſwefe 
tupce,ſpirituall effecte, mary, honp, kernel, taſte, 
comfozt, and conſolation of them. Let vs ſtape, 
quiet, and certitie our conſciences, with the inoſt 
infallible certaintie, truthe, and perpetuall aſſu⸗ 
rance of them. Let vs pzay to god ( the onely au⸗ 
tho: of thele heauenly meditactons) that we may 
ſpeake, thynke, beleue, lyue, and departe hence, 
accoꝛdyng to the holſome doctrine, and verities 
of them. And by that meanes, in this wozlde we 
ſhall haue gods pꝛoteecion, kauoure and grace, 
with the vnſpeakable ſolace of peace, & qutetnes 
of conlcience : and alter thys miſerablelyfe, we 
hall enioye the endles blyſſeandglozye of 

heauen, whiche he graunte vs all, that 

dyed foz vs all, Jelus Chziſte, to 
whome with the kather, and 
holy Ghoſte, be all ho⸗ 
nour and glozye, 
bothe nowe 
and 
euerlaſtingly. 
Amen. 


0 


An homilte of the miſery of all 
mankynvde, and of his condempna= 
con.to death euerlaſtyng, by 

his owne ſynne. 


de holy Ghoſt, in wit- 
tung the holye ſcripture, is in 

„ othyng moze diligent, then 
TE (ESA to pull doune mannes vaine⸗ 
= M44 glozy.,and pꝛide:whiche, of al 
= Pl ices, ts mooſt vnttcrſally 

Zo cen Cratted in all mankynd, euen 
FIIIVEELLENLY| {011 the kyzſt infection of our 

kyzſte father Adam. And therfoze, we reade in 

many places of ſcripture, many notable leſſons 
againſt this olde rooted vice, to teache vs the 

moolt commendable vertue of humilitte, howe 

to knowe our lelues , and to remembze , what we 

be ok oute ſelues . In the booke of Genelis, al⸗ 
mightie God geueth vs all, a tytle and name in 

our great graundkather Adam, whiche ought to 
admonilhe vs al, to conſidze what we be,wherof 

we be, from whence we came, & whether we ſhal, 

ſaiyng thus: In the lweate ok thy face, halte gene «, 
thou eate bꝛead, tyll thou be turned agapne into , 
the grounde: koꝛ out of it waſt thou taken, in as 

muche as thou arte duſte, and into duſte ſhalte 

thou be turned again. Herel as it wer in a glaſſe) 

we mape leatne to knowe oure ſelues, to be but 
grounde, yearth and aſſhes, and that to pearth 

and alſhes, we ſhal returne. 
bei Allo 


Ok the miſery . 

' ALSO the holy Patriarke Abzaham, did wei 
reinembze this name and tytle, duſt, yearth, and 
alhes, appointed and afſigned by God to al mã⸗ 
&ynde: and therfozehe calleth him (elfe by that 
name, when he maketh his earneſt pꝛaper foz 
Sodome and Gomoze. Ind we reade that Jus 
dith; Helter, Job, Hieremp, with other holy men 
and women, in the olde Teſtament, did vle ſacke | 
clothe, and to caſt duſt and Aches vpõ their he- 
des, when they bewapyled their ſpunefull liuyng. 
They called and cried to GOD foz helpe, i mer⸗ 
cp , with ſuche a ceremony of lacke clothe, duſt x 
allhes, that thereby they mighte declare to the 
whole wozlde, what an humble and lowelp eſti⸗ 
macion they had of them ſelues, c hoe wel they 
remembꝛed they: name and tytle afozeſayd, their 
vyle, cozrupte, fraple nature, duſte, yearth and 
aſſhes. The booke of xopledoine allo, willyng 
to pul] doune oure pzoude ſtomackes, moueth 
vs diligentlp to remẽbꝛe our moztal and yearth= 
ly generacion, whiche we haue all ol him, that 
was fyꝛſt made: and that all men, aſwel kynges 
as ſubiectes, come into this wozlde, # go out of 
the ſame in lyke ſozte, that is, as of oure ſelues 
full miſerable, as we maye dayly lee. Ind al⸗ 
mightie GOD commaunded his Pꝛophet Ee 
ſape, to make a pꝛoclamacion, and crye to the 
whole wozlde: and Elaye aſkyng, what ſhall J 
crie⸗ The Lozde anſwered:Crye that all fleſhe is 
graſſe, and that all the glozye of man therof,ts 
but as the floure of the kelde, when the grafle is 

| withered 


withered, the floure falleth awaye, when the 
wynde of the Lozd bloweth vpon it. The people 
ſurelp is graſſe, the whiche dzieth vp,#thefloure 
fadeth awape. And the holy Pꝛophet Job, ha⸗ 
uyng in him ſelke great experience, ot the miſera⸗ 
ble and ſynnekull eſtate of man, doeth open the 
lame to the wozlde in theſe woꝛdes: man(lapeth 0b run 
he) that is bozne of a woman, liuyng but a ſhozte 
tyme, is full of manyfolde miſeries, he ſpꝛingeth 
vp like a floure, and fadeth againe, vaniſhyng 
awape (as it were) a ſhadowe, and neuer conti⸗ 
nueth in one ſtate» And doeſt thou tudge it, 
mete(D L oꝛde) to open thyne eyes bpou ſuche a 
one, and to bzyng him to iudgement with the: 
who can make him cleane, that is conceiued of 
an vncleane ſeede⸗ And all men ok their euilnes NJ 
and naturall pꝛones, was ſo vnituerſally geuen 64 
to ſynne, that ( as the ſcripture ſaieth)God repen- Gent. u. un. 
ted that euer he made man. And by lynne, his in⸗ wy 
dignacton was ſo muche pzouoked againſt the 
woꝛlde, that he dꝛouned al the wozld with Noes 
fludde(excepte Noe hin ſelke, and his lytle houl⸗ 
holde). It ts not without great cauſe, that the 
ſcripture ot God, doeth ſo manye tymes call all ö 
men here in this woꝛlde, by this woꝛde pearth. O 
thou pearth, vearth, pearth, ſaith Hieremp: heare e r 


the woꝛde of the Lozd. This, our right name, vo⸗ 
cacion, #tytle,yearth,yearth, pearth, pꝛonoũced 
by the Pꝛophet, ſheweth what we be in deede, by 
whatſoeuer other ſtyle, tytle 02 dignitfe, men do 
cal vs, Thus, he platnely nameth vs; who kno⸗ 
b. li. wieth 
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Gala. ill, 


Ephe. ii. 


Po xiiit. 


Luke. !. 


Ok the milery ; 
weth belt, bothe what we be, and what we ought 


of right to be called. And thus he dilcrtbeth vs, 
ſpeakyng by his faythfull Apoſtle ſainct Paule: 


All men, Jewes and Gentples, are vnder ſynne: 
there is none righteous, no, not one, ther is none 
that vnderſtandeth, there is none that leketh af- 
ter God, they are all gone out ofthe waye, they 


are al vnpꝛokitable, ther is none that doth good, 
no, not one:their thꝛote is an open ſepulcre, with 
their toungues they haue vled craft and deceite, 
the poyſone of Serpentes is vnder their lippes, 
their mouthe is kull of curſyng and bitterues , 
their feete arefwifte to ſhed bloud, deſtructton & 
wzetchednes are in their wapes, and the wape of 


peate haue they not knowen, there is no feare of 


G DD bekoꝛe their eyes, And in another place 


{ainct Paule wziteth thus: God hathwzapped al 


nactons in vnbeltefe, that he inight haue mercy 


on all. The ſcripture concludeth al vnder ſynne, 


that the pꝛomile by the fayth in Jeſus Chziſt, 


ſhould be geuen vnto them that beleue. Sainct 
Paule in many places, paynteth vs out in oure 
colours, callyng vs the childzenof the wzathe 
of God, when we be bone: ſaiyng allo, that we 


cannot thynke agood thoughte of oure ſelues, 


muche lefſe.we canſaye well, oꝛ do well of oure 


ſelues. And the Wyſeman ſayeth in the booke 


of Pꝛouerbes, the iuſte man kalleth.vii.tymes a 


daye, The mooſt tried and appꝛoued man Job, 
feared al his wozkes.,Dainct John the Baptiſt, 


beyng fanctifyed in his mothers wombe; and 


pzailed 


of manbynde, 


pꝛayſed befoze he was bozne called an Jungell, 


and greate bekoze the Loade, repleniſhed euen 
from his birthe with the holy Gholte, the pꝛepa⸗ 
rer of the way fo2 oure ſautour Chatlt, and com⸗ 
mended of oure ſauiour Chziſt, to be moze then 
a Pꝛophet, and the greateſt that euer was bozne 
ofa woman: pet he playnely graunteth, that he 
had neede to be walſhed ol Chꝛyſte, he wozthely 
extolleth and glozifyeth hys Loꝛde and Maiſter 
Chziſt, and humbleth hym lelfe, as bnwozthp 
to bnbuckle his ſhooes, and geueth all honoz d 
glozy to God, Do dothe lainct Paule, bothe ofte 
and euidently confeſſe hym ſelfe , what he was 
of him ſelfe, euer geuyng (as a moolt faythfull 
ſeruaunt) all pzaile to his Maiſter and ſauiour. 


So dothe bleſſed lainct John the Euangeliſt, in John. 4 1 fl. 


the name ok him ſelfe, and ok all other holy men, 
be they neuer lo iuſte, inake this open confeſſion: 
It we lay, we haue no lynne, we deceiue our lel⸗ 
ues. and the trueth is not in vs: It we know⸗ 
ledge oure ſynnes, God is faythfull and iuſte, to 
koꝛgeue vs oure lynnes, and to clenſe vs from al 
vnrighteouſnes: It we ſay, we haue not ſynned, 
we make him a lyar, and his wozde is not in vs. 
Wherkoze the Wyleman, in the boke called Ec⸗ 
cleſiaſtes, maketh this true and generall conkel⸗ 


ſpon: There is not one iuſte manne vpon the Erle vit. 
pearth, that doeth good, and ſynneth not. And pcat.1, 


ſainct Dauid is aſhamed ok his ſynne, but not to 
conkeſſe his ſynne:howe okte, howe earneſtly and 
lamentably dothe he deſpze Gods great mercye, 
| b. iii. koz his 


Ok the milery | 

fo; his great offences; and that God ould not 
entre into iudgement with him. Ind again, how 
well weigheth this holpe man his ſpnnes, when 
he conkefleth that thei be ſo many in numbꝛe, and 
ſo hidde, and harde to vnderſtande, that it is in 
maner bnpoſſible, to knowe, vtter, oz numbze 
them. Wherkoze he. haupng a true, earneſt, and 
deepe contemplacton and conlideracion, ot his 
ſynnes, and pet not commyng to the botome of 
them, he maketh ſupplicacion to G O D, to foz= 
geue him, his pꝛiuie, ſecrete, hidde ſynnes:to the 
knowledge of the whiche, he canot attaine vnto. 
He weigheth rightly his ſynnes, from the ozigy» 
nal roote, and ſpꝛyng heade, perceiuyng inclina⸗ 
ciõs, pꝛouocations, ſtirrynges, ſt ingynges, bud⸗ 
des, bzaunches, dꝛegges, infections, taſtes, fees 
lynges, and ſentes of them, to continue in hym 
ſtylt. Wherkoze, he ſateth,marke and beholde, 
was conceiued in ſynnes:he laieth not ſynne. but 
in the plurel numbze,ſpnnes:fozalinuche, as out 
ok one, as ſountaine, ſpꝛyngeth all the reſt. : 

AND sur ſauiour Chziſt ſateth, there is none 
good but God, and that we can do nothyng that 
is good, without him, noꝛ no manne can come to 
the father, but by him. De commaundeth vs all 
to ſap, that we be vnpꝛokitable ſerxuauntes, when 
we haue done al that we can do. He pzeferreth the 
penitẽt Publicane;befoze the pꝛoude, holy, glo⸗ 
rious Phariſep:he caKleth him lelle a Phiſicion. 
but not to them that be whole, but to thẽ that be 
icke. and haue nede of his lalue,foz their 1 
teacheth 


of mankynde, 
teacheth vs in our pꝛaiers, to reknowledge our 
ſelues ſynners, and to aſke fozgeuenes and deli⸗ 
ueraunce from al euils, at out heauenly fathers 


hand. He declareth that the ſynnes of oute owns 
heartes, do defile our owne ſelues. He teacheth ỹ 


an euil woꝛde oz thought, delerueth cõdempna⸗ 
cion, atirmyng that we ſhal geue an accompt, to: 


enerp idle woꝛde. He laleth, he came not to laue 
but the ſhepe that were vtterly loſt, # caſt awap. 


Therkoze, ewe of the pꝛoude, iuſt, learned, wyle, 
perfite, and holy Pharilſtes , were ſaued by him, 
becaule they iuſtikied the ſelues , by their couns 
terket holynes.befoze men. Wherkoze good peo⸗ 
ple, let vs beware of ſuche hypocriſy, vainegloꝛy 
and iuſtifipng of oure ſelues. Let vs loke vpon 
our keete, a then, doune Pecockes kethers, doune 
pꝛoude heart, doune vyle clape, fraile and bzitle 
veſſelles. Ok our ſelues, we be crabbe trees, that 
can bꝛyng kutth no apples. We be of our lelues, 
of ſuche yearth as can bzyng furth , but weedes, 
nettles,bzambles , bziers, cocle and darnel. Our 
fruites be declared in the fifte Chapiter, to the 
Salathians. Me haue neither Fapth , Charitie, 
Hope, Pacience, Chaſtitie, no any thing els that 
good is, but of God : and therfoze, thele vertues 
be called there the kruites ol the holy ghoſt, and 
not the fruites of man. Let vs therfoze, acknow⸗ 
ledge our ſelues befoze God, (as we be in deede) 
miſerable and wꝛetched ſynners.Andlet vs ear⸗ 
neſtly repent, and humble our ſelues heartelp, ⁊ 
cryeto God koz mercy; Let vs all conkelle — 
85 mouth 


Luke. v. = 
Plal. cvi; 


Anke rv. 


Ok the milery 

mouthe and heart, that we be kull of tmperfect(- 
ons. Let vs knowe oure owne wozkes of what 
imperfection they be, and then we ſhall not ſtand 
fooliſhely,and arrogantly, in out owne conceip⸗ 
tes, no chalenge anp parte ok iuſtikycation by 
oure merites 02 wozkes . Foz truely, there is 
imperkectiõs, in our belt wozkes: we do not loue 
EO, fo muche as we ate bound to do, with al 
our hart, minde, and power: we do not feare God 
ſo muche as we ought to do: we do not pꝛaye to 
God, but with great and manpe imperfections: 
we geue, kozgeue, beleue, liue, and hope, vnper⸗ 
kitely:we ſpeake, thynke, and do, vnperkitely: we 
fight againſt the deuil, the wozld and the kleſhe, 
vnperkitely: Let vs therfoze; not be aſhamed to 
tonkeſſe platnely, our ſtate of tmperfection:yea, 
let vs not be aſhamed to conkeſſe tinperfection, | 
euen in all oure owne beſt wozkes · Letnoneof | 
vs be aſhamed, to ſay with holy lainct Peter: 7 
ain a ſpnnefull man, Let vs alt ſap with the holp | 
P:ophet Dauid: We haue lynned with our fas |: 
thers, we haue done amiſſe and dealte wickedly, | 
Let vs all make open confeſſion with the pꝛodt⸗ 
gat (one to our father, and ſay with him:we haue 

inned againſt heauen, and befoze the( O father) | 
we are not woꝛthy to be called thy ſonnes. Let 


vs all ſay with holy Baruch O Lode our God, 


to vs is wozthelp alcribed, hame and conkuſion, 
and to the, righteoulnes: We haue lynned, we | 
haue done wickedly, we haue behaued our lelues 
vugodly, in all thy righteoulnes. Let vs al = 


of mankynde, 

with the holy Pꝛophet Daniel: O Loꝛde, righ⸗ Danter te. 
teouſnes belongeth to the, vnto vs belongeth 
cõkulion. We haue ſynned, we haue bene naugh⸗ 
tie, we haue offended , we haue fled from the, we 
haue gone backe frõ al thi pꝛeceptes, and iudge⸗ 
mentes . So we learne ok all good men, in holy 
ſcripture, to humble our ſelues: and to exalt, er⸗ 
toll, pꝛaile, magmlie, aud glozifie God. 

TH VS we baue heard, howe euil we be of our 
ſelues,howe of oure ſelues and by our ſelues,we 
haue no goodnes, helpe,no: (aluacion,but con- 
trary wiſe, ſynne, dampnacion, and death euerla⸗ 
ſtyng: whiche ik we deepely weigh & conlider, we 
g hall the better vnderſtande, the great mercpe of 
God, and howe our ſaluacion, commeth oneiy by 
Chziſt. Foz in oure ſelues, ag ot᷑ dure ſelues, we i. Cor u. 
fyndenothyng; wherby we may be deliuered fro 
this miſerable captiultie into the whiche we wer 
caſt thzaugh the enuye of the deuil, by tranlgrel⸗ 
(png ol Gods commaundement, in our kyzſt pa- 
rent Adã. We are al become vncleane, but we all fal :. 
are not able to clenſe our ſelues, no to make one . 
another of vs cleane. We are by nature, the chil- Ede 
dzẽ of Gods wzath, but we are not able to make 
our lelues, the childzen and inheritoꝛs of Gods 
gloꝛy. We are ſheepe that are runne aſtrape, but. peter. u. 
we cannot. ot our owne power,. come again to the 
ſhepefold, ſo great is our imperfection & weake⸗ 
nes. In our ſelues therfoze, may not we glozpe. 
whiche of our ſelues, are nothyng but ſynnekull, 
wander we map retoyle, in any wozkes that we 

„ dg 


RE” Df the niifery n 
do, whiche all be ſo vnperkecte and bnpure, that 
they are not able to ſtande befoze the righteous 
th:one of God, as the holy pꝛophet Dauid ſaith, 
entre not into iudgement with thy ſeruaunt, O 
Lozde,foz no man that liueth, ſhalbe found righ⸗ 
teous in thy light. To G O D therkoze, mult we 
klee, oz els ſhal we neuer kynde peace, reſt c quiet⸗ 
nes of conſcience in oure heartes . Foz he is the 
father of mercies, and G O Dok all conlolacion. 
He is the lozde, with whom is plenteous redemp⸗ 
tion. He is the GOD, whiche ol his owne mercy 
ſaueth vs, and ſetteth out his charitie, and excea- 
dyng loue toward vs, in that of his owne volun⸗ 
taty goodnes, when we were pertſhed, he laued 
vs, and pzeuided au euerlaſtyng kyngdome foz 


s. Yndalltheleheavenly treaſures are genen 


vs, not fo; out owne delertes, merites, oꝛ good 
deedes ( whiche of oure ſelues, we haue none) but 

ok his mere merepe, frely. And koz whole lakee 
-  Truely,foz Jeſus Chitſt ſake; that pure and vn: 
deftled lanibe of God. He ts that dearely beloyed 
ſonne, foz whole lake, God is fully pacified, (az 
tiſfied; and let at une with man. He is the lambe 
sf GO 2, whiche tak eth away the ſpnnes of the 
woꝛlde, of whom onelp, it may be truely ſpoken, 


©© thathedyd all thynges well, and in his mouthe 


was found no crakte noz ſubtiltie. None, but he 
alone, mape ſaye, the pzince ofthe wozlde came, 
and in me he hath nothyng. And he alone may 
ſay alſo: whiche of you ſhall repꝛoue me oł any 
kaulte⸗ He is that high and euerlaſtyng ow” 


of mankynde, 


whiche hath offredhim ſelfe, once fo2 al, vpon the 


aulter of the Croſſe: and with that one oblacion, 
hath made perfecte fo euermoze, them that are 
ſãctitied. He is the alone mediatoꝛ, betwene God 
and man, whiche pated our taunſom to GO D, 
with his owne bloud, and with that hath he clen⸗ 
fed vs al froin ſynne. He is the phtſicion, whiche 
healeth all our dileaſes . He is that ſauioʒ, whiche 
ſaueth his people fro al their ſynnes. To be ſhoꝛt 


he is that flo wyng, and moſt plenteous kountain 


of whole kulnes, all we haue receiued. Foz in him 
alone, are all the treaſures of the wiledome, and 
knowledge of God hidden. And in him, and by 
him, haue we from God the father, al good thyn⸗ 
ges, perteinyng either to the body, oz to the ſoule. 
O how muche are we bound, to this our heauen⸗ 
ly kather, koʒ his great mercies.whiche he hath ſo 


i. Ibou.ñ̃, 


Math. . 


plenteauſly declared vnto vs, in Chziſt Jeſu our 


Loꝛd and ſautoz: What thankes woꝛthy and ſut⸗ 


kicient can we geue to him! Let vs al with one ac⸗ 
co2de,burlt out with toykul voices. euer pꝛailyng 
And magnikiyng this Lozd of mercy, fo2 his ten⸗ 
dꝛe kyndnes ſhewed to vs. in his dearely beloued 


ſonne Jeſus Chziſt our Lozd. 


HETHER TO haue we heard, what we are 


of our ſelues, verely ſynkul, wzetched, a dampna⸗ 
ble. Again, we haue heard, how that of our ſelfes 


and by our ſelfes;we are not able, either to thinke 


a good thought, oꝛ wozke a good dede, ſo that we 
can fynde in our ſel fes, no hope ot laluacion, but 
rather whatloeuer maketh vnto our deſtruction. 

Agapne 


Of the miſery 
Againe we haue heard the tender kyndenes and 
great mercyeof God the father towarde vs; and 
howe benefictall he is to vs, foz Chziſtes lake, 
without our merites oz delertes,eue of his owne 
mere mercy and tendze goodnes. Row. how thele 
exceadyng great mercies of God, ſet abzoade in 
Chaiſt Jelu foz vs, be obtained, and howe we be 


deltuered rom the captiuitie of ſinne, death, and 


hel, it hall moꝛe at large, with Gods healpe, be 
declared to you in the next Homilie. In p meane 
ſeaſon, pea, i at all tymes.let vs tearne to knowe 
our ſeiues, oure frailtte and weakenes, without 
anp oſtentacion, oz boaſtyng of oure owne good 
deedes, and merites. Let vs allo knowledge, the 
exceadyng mercye of God towarde vs; and con⸗ 
feſle.that as of our ſelues, commeth all euil and 
dampnacton; lo likewyſe, of Him, commeth all 
goodnes and ſaluacton, as God him lelfe ſaieth, 
by the Pzophet Oze: O Jlſrael, thy deſtruction 
commeth of thy lelfe, but in me onelp, is thi helpe 
and comfozte. Jf we thus huinbly, ſubmitte oure 
ſelues in the ſight of God, we map be (ure, that 
in the tyme of his vilitacion, he wyll litte vs 
php, vnto the kyngdome ok his dearei :- | 

bdeloued fonne, Chziſt Jeſu oure 
EA Lozde:to whom with the fa-... 

ther and the holy ghoſt, 

be all honoure. and 

glozy fo2 euer. 
Imen, 


An homilie of the ſaltacton of man- 
kynd, by onely Chꝛiſt our ſautoz,from 


1 


pynne and death euerlaſtyng. 


and offenders againſt & O D. 
and bꝛeakers of his lawe and 
F coömaundementes, therfoze can 


no manne ty his owne actes. 
1 A); wozkes, and deedes (ſeme they 
— neuer ſo good) be iuſtified, and 
made tighteous befoze God: But euery man of 
necellitie is conſtramed, to ſeke foʒ another righ- 
teoulnes ,.oz tultificacton,.to be recetued at 
Gods owne handes,that is to lap, the remiſſion, 
pardon, and, fozgeuenes. ok his lynnes and trek; 
palles, in ſuche thynges as he hath offended. _ 
Anſhthis, tuſtificacion 92 righteonſnes, whiche 
we le receiue by Gods inercye; aud Chitftes me⸗ 
rites , enbꝛaced by fapth. is taken, accepted and 
allowed of God, fo; ourpetfecteand full iuſtiki⸗ 
cacton,; Foz the moze ful vuderſſandyng hereof, 
it is our partes and duetie, eller to remembzethe 
great mercy of God, howe that{all the wozld be⸗ 
bug wzapped in lynne. by bzeabytig of the lawe) 
God ſent his onely ſonne, our ſauto2 Chꝛiſt, into 
this wozlde, to futfyll the lawe koz vs, and by 
ſheadpng of his mooſt pꝛecious blond, to make 
a.ſacrifice and ſatiſtaction, 02 (as it map be cal- 
led)amendes, to his father foꝛ dure ſynne, to al⸗ 
ſuage his wꝛathe and indignacion, concetued az 
gainſt vs, foz the ame. In ſomuche that _ 


- 
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Ok laluation, 

T de elkicacle tes, beyng vaptiſed and dipng in their inkancpe, 

3 bzought to Gods fauoz, and made his childzen, 
and inherito2s of his kyngdome of heauen. And 
they whiche actually do Pune, after their bap⸗ 
tiſme, when thep conuert and turne agayne to 
G OD vufainedly, they are likewiſe waſhed by 
this ſacrifice,from theix ſynnes, in luche ſoxt.thas 
there remaineth not, any lpotte of ſinne, that ſhal 
be imputed to their dampnacts. This is that tus 
ſificacion, 02 tighteoulnes whiche ſainct Bey: 


pea tl 1 6h ſateth: No man is iu fed, 


Fes are by this tacrifice, waſhed from their ſynnes, 


by the wozkes of the lawe, but frelp by fapth in 
Jeſus Ces gaine heſateth: * We beleue 


in Chziſt Jeſu, that! he mr dfrely, by the 
fayth of Chziſt, "Wo ot by't Fg ian the 
lawe, becauſe. thatnoman ſhald bel ſifted; byth 


wozkes of thelawes” Ahd although this iuſtify 
cacion be fre'v d bs. yetit commetz not lo kte | 
to vs, that chere is no cee e 
au obtectton gt all , Bit here inay mans reaſon be affonied? 
plc i; oure e ts faſhion; LOR, raunſome bs 
fqz oure empriou; th en it is not geuen 
bs reel 12 Foz g patſoner that pateth his ramp 
tome, is not let gofrely, foz if he gofrvly; then he 
goeth without raunſome,koz what is it els to go 
freip⸗ hentol be let at libertte : withnut paymens 
oftaunſome.. 9 
Fn anfwere, * THIS reaſon is fatiffied by the great wyſe= 
dome of God. in this miſtery of durredempcton; 
who hath (0 kepered his tuſtice 6 mercy gener: 


— ; — 


Ok ſalnacion, 

that he would neither, by his iuſtite condempne 
vs, vnto the perpetuall capttuitie of the deuil, 
and his p2ilon ok hell remedyles, fo2 cucr,with- 
out mercy : no2 by his mercye deliuer vs clerely, 


without tuſtice, 02 payment of a iuſt raunſome: 


but with his endles mercye. he ioyned his mooſt 
vpright # equal iuſtice. His great mercy he ſhe⸗ 
wed vnto vs, in deliueryng vs from our fozmer 
captiuitie, without requiryng of any raunſome 
to be pated, oz ainendes to be made, bpon oure 
partes:whiche thyng, by vs had beneimpoſſible 
to be done. Ind where as it lay not in vs that to 
do, he pꝛouided a raunſome foz vs, that was the 
molt pꝛecious body and bloud ofhis owne moſt 
deare and belt beloued lonne Jelu Chꝛiſt. Who 
belydes his raunſome, fulfpliedthe lawe foz vs 
perfectly. And ſo the iuſtice of God, and his mer⸗ 
cp dyd imbꝛace together, and fulfylled the miſte⸗ 
ty of oure redempcion. Ind of this iuſtice and 
mercye of G O D knit together, lpeaketh ſainct 
Paule, in the third Chapiter to the Romaines: 
All haue offended, and haue neede ofthe glozy of 
God, iuſtitied frely by his grace, by redempcion 
whichens in Jeſu Chꝛiſt, whõ God hath let furth 
to vs, fo2 a reconciler,and peace maker, thꝛough 
fayth inchis bloud, to ſhewe his righteoulnes. 
And in the tenth Chapiter. Chziſt is the ende ol 
the la we vnto tighteouſnes to euery man that 


deleueth. Jud in the. viii. Chapiter. That whi⸗ R9ms vil. 


che was impoſſthle by the lawe in as muche as 


Roma. tit, 


Roma. x. 


ii was weake by the kleſhe, GOD lendyng his 


The thyns 
ges muſt go 
together in 
our iuſtikica: 
tian. 


How it is to 
be vnderſtãd 
that kaith iu⸗ 
Kifieth, with 
out wozkes. 


Ok lalnation. 

owne ſonne, in the ſtmilitude of (pnfull flethe, by 
ſpnne,dipned lynne in the fleſhe,that the righte⸗ 
oulnes of the lawe, might be fulkilled in vs whi⸗ 
che walke not after the tleſh,but after the lpitit. 

IN thele fozeſayde places, the Apoſtle tou⸗ 
cheth ſpecially thze thynges, whiche mull con⸗ 
curre and go together, in our iuſtificacion. 
Upon Gods part , his great metepe and grace: 
vpon Chziſtes part, iultice, that is, the ſatiſtac⸗ 
tion of Gods tultice, 02 pꝛice of our redempcton; 
by the offeryng.of his bodye, and ſheadyng of 
his bloud, with fulkillyng ofthe lawe,perfectely 
and th2oughly ; And vpon our parte, true and 
liuely fayth, in the merites of Jelu Chziſt, whi⸗ 
che pet is not oures, but by Gods woꝛzkyng in 
vs. So that in oure iuſtificacion, is not onely 
Gods mercy and grace, but alſo his iuſtice, wht⸗ 
che the Apoſtle calleth the iuſtice of GOD, and 
it conſiſteth in paiyng our raunlgme;, and fulfil= j 
lyng of the law: and lo the grace ot G O D. doth 
not exclude the iuſtice of & D, in our iuſtifica⸗ 
cion, but onely excludeth the iuſtice of man, that 
is to lap, the iuſtice of our wozkes,as to be meri⸗ 
tes of deſeruyng our iuſtificacion. Ind therkoze 
ſainct Paule declareth here nothyng, vpon the 
behalfe of man, concerning his iuſtikication, but 
onely a true and liuely fayth, whiche neuerthe⸗ 
les is the gyfte of 6 OD, and not mans one 
wozke without GOD: And rt that fapth,d 
not exclude repentaunce, hope, loue, dzeade,and 
the feare ol GO D/ to be toyned with fayth, in 
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Ok laluacion, 
euery man that is tuſtifped, but tt excludeth thẽ 
from the office of iuſtifiyng: So that although 
they be all pꝛeſent together in hym that is iuſti⸗ 
fyed, yet they iuſtikye not altogether. Noz that 
fayth alſo, doeth not exclude the iuſtice of oure 
good wozkes, neceſſaryly to be done afterwarde 
of duety towardes God, (oꝛ we are moſt boun⸗ 
den to ſerue God, in doyng good dedes, cõmaũ⸗ 
ded by hym in his holy ſcripture,al the dapes of 
our lyfe. But it excludeth theym, fo that we 
map not do them, to this entẽt, to be made good 
by doyng of them. Foz all the good wozkes that 
be can do, be vnperfite, and therfoze not able to 
deſerue our iuſtification. But our iuſtification 
doth comme frelp , by the mere mercye of God, 
and of ſo great and free mercy that where as all 
the wozlde was not able ol their ſelues ; to paye 
any parte towardes their raunſome, it pleaſed 
our heauely father, of his infinite mercy , with- 
out any oure deſerte, oꝛ deſeruynge, to pꝛepare 
fo vs the moſte precious Jewelles of Chziſtes 
body and bloude, whereby our raunlome might 
be fully payed, the la we kulkylled, and his iuſtice 
fully ſatiſtyed. So that Chil is nowthe righ- 
teouſenes of all them, that truely doo beleue in 
hym. He foz them payed their raunſome, by his 
death. He koꝛ them fulfilled the law, in his lyke. 
So that now, in him by him, euery true chꝛiſtẽ 
man map be called a fulkyller of the lawe. foꝛaſ⸗ 
muche as that, whiche their infirmitie lacketh, 


Chailtes iuſtice hath lupplied. Befozc was de⸗ 
D. i. clared 


i 
i 
| 
| 
1 
is 
| 
1110 
Wil, 
{ 
$27 of 
{pt 
! } 
TH 
1 
11 
x 7 1 
tt. 
TH 
1 
: 
x 
HIT! 
'N q 
1 
N 
Ul! 
n 
| li 
HM 
i "nn 
l 
} 
f 
l U 
1 
if 
11 
þ 
; 
1 
1 ; 
1145 
1 
Jt 
Wo 
U 
[oh 
1 83: 
mo Rt 
40 
; 
at 
14 444 
11 
WEI 
If 301 
## 
{hi 
1} wh! 
4 
I 'Þ 
Att 
v1 
4 19} 
"ll 
AR; 
. 
i 
3 4 
111 
41 
4% 
if; 
Aae 
£ 1 
by 
4! 
i, LIN 
1 j 
N a 
1 
© 1 
A 
1 6. 
1 
1% 
HEAT 
1460 
Jkt 
1431 
\$ 1 
1 


| 
10 
1 
i! 
Min 
f 
7 A : 
F { 
4 BK 140 
NN 
; 
. : 


Galat.iii 


Ok laluacion, 


clared at large, that no man can be iuſtified by 


his own good wozkes, becauſe that no man ful⸗ 
filleth the lawe, accoꝛdynge to the full requeſt of 
the lawe. And ſaynt Paule, in his epiſtle to the 
Galathians, pꝛoueth the lame, ſapinge thus: It 
there had bene anpelawe gyuen, whiche coulde 
haue iuſtified, verclye, righteouſenes ſhoulde 
haue ben by the lawe. And agayne he ſayeth: It 
righteouſnes be by the lawe, then Chꝛiſte dyed. 
in vayne. Ind agapne he layth: pou that are 
tuſtikied in the la we, are fallen away from grace. 


And furthermoze, he wꝛiteth to the Epheſians, 


on this wyſe: By grace are pe ſaued thꝛougg 
kayth , and that not ok youre ſelues, foꝛ itis te 
yfte of God, and not ol woꝛkes, leſte anye man 
oulde glozie. And to be ſhozte, the lumme ok 
all Paulcs diſputaciõ is this, that it iuſtice come 
of wootkes, then it commeth not of grace, and yl 


tt come of grace, then it commeth not of woꝛkes. 


Actes.x, 


Faith onely 
kſtikpeth , is 
the doctrpne 
ak olde Docs 
2029, 


And to this ende, tendeth all the Pzophetes , as 
Sainct Peter ſaith, in the x. of the Actes. Df 
Chꝛiſt, al the Pꝛophetes (ſaieth ſainct Peter) do 
witneſſe, that thzoughe his name, all they that 
beleue in him, hall receiue the remiſſion or ſyn⸗ 
nes. And after this wile to be tuſtified, onely by 
this true and liuely faithe in Chꝛiſt, ſpeaketh al 
che olde and aunctent authoꝛs, both Grekes and 
Latins. Of whom J will ſpecially reherſe.iti. 
Hillary, Balill, and Ambzoſe. S. Hillary ſateth 
theſe woꝛdes plainly, in the ninth Canon, vpon 
Matthew: Fayth onely iuſtikteth. And Mes 

Altll, 


Of laluation. 


Baſill.a Greke aucthoz, wꝛiteth thus: This is 

a perfect and an whole gloꝛying in God, when a 

man doth not boaſte him ſelfe, foꝛ his owne Ju- 

ſtice, but knoweth hymlelfe certainely, to be vn⸗ 
wozthye of true Juſtice, but to be iuſtified, by 

onely faythe in Chziſt. This is a perfect and a 
whole reioyſing in God, when a man auaunteth 

not hymſelfe, koz his owne ryghteoulneſſe, but 
knowledgeth hymſelfe, to lacke true tuſtice and 
righteoulneſſe, and to be iuſtified by the onelye 

faith in Chziſt: and Paule (ſaieth he) doth gloꝛy Philip, . 
in the contempt ol his owne ryghteouſenes, and 
0 he loketh fox his righteouſneſſe of God, by 

aithe, 

T HESE be the very woꝛdes of ſainct Baſill. 
And ſaint Jmbzole, aà latin aucthoꝛ ſayeth theſe 
woꝛdes: This is the oꝛdinaunce of God, that he 
whiche beleueth in Chꝛiſte, ſhoulde be ſaued, 
without woꝛkes, by fapth onely.frelp receauyng 
remiſſion of his linnes.Conſider diligently theſe 
wozdes without wozkes, by faithe onely, freelp, 
we receiue remiſſion of our ſinne . What can be 
ſpoken moze plainelye, then to ſape, that freely, 
without wozkes, by kayth onely , we obtayne re⸗ 
miſſion of our ſinnes! Thele and other lyke ſen⸗ 
tences, that we be iuſtikied by fayth onelp.freelp, 
and without wozkes , we do reade ofte tymes in 
the moſte beſt and auncient wziters. As belyde 
Hillarie, Balil, c ſainct Ambzole, befoze rehear⸗ 
ſed, we reade the ſame in Oꝛigene, Sainct Chyt- 
ſoſtome, ſ.Cipziane, Saint Auguſtine, Pꝛoſper, 

d. ii. Oecomcenius. 
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Oecomenius, Phoctus, Barnardus, Anlelme, 
and many other aucthozs, Gꝛeke, a Latyne.Me⸗ 
uertheleſſe, this ſentence, that we be iuſtikyed by 
faith onely, is not ſo meãt of them, that the ſayd 
iuſtifying faithe is alone in man, withoute true 
repentaũce, hope, charitie, dꝛead, c feare of God, 
aithe alone At anpe tyme oꝛ ſeaſon. Nox when they ſaye that 
8 we be iuſtikied frely, they meane not p we ſhould 
oꝛ might afterward be ydle, and that nothynge 
ſhould be required on our partes afterwarde. 
Neyther they meane not ſo to be iuſtified, with⸗ 
out oure good wozkes,Þ we ſhoulde do no good 
wooꝛkes at all, lyke as ſhalbe moꝛe expzeſſed at 
large hereafter. But this p2opolicto,, that we be 
iuſtifted by faith onely, frely, x without wozkes, 
is ſpoken foꝛ to take awape clerely all merite of 
our woꝛkes, as being inſufficient, to deſerue our 
iuſtificacion at Gods handes, and therby moſte 
plainly, to expꝛeſſe the weakenes of man, and the 
goodnes of God, the great inkirmitie ot our lel⸗ 
ues, æ the myght x power of God, the imperkect 
nes of our owne woꝛkes, and the moſt haboun⸗ 
dat grace of out ſauioꝛ chꝛiſt. And therby wholy 
foz to aſcribe the merite x deſeruing of our iuſti⸗ 
CD PR ficacion, vnto Chyilt onely, ⁊ his mooſt precious 
or 8 odetrine bloude ſheadyng. This faith the holye lcripture 
of kaith. one⸗ teacheth:this is the ſtrong rocke foũdacion of 
plied. Cyziltianreligion:this doctrine al old and aun⸗ 
cient aucthoꝛs of Chꝛiſtes churche do appꝛoue: 
This doctrine, aduaunceth and ſetteth kurth the 
true gloꝛp of Chʒiſt. c ſuppꝛeſſeth þ vapne glozy 
Ot man. 


Of ſaluation. 
ok man. This. wholoeuer denieth is not tobe re , hat they 
puted foꝛ a true Chꝛiſtian man, noꝛ fo2 a ſetter: gre the dor 
fozthof Chultes glozy; but foꝝ àn àduerſary of _— * oy 
Chꝛiſte and his goſpel, and foz a ſetter furth of agg 
mennes vainglozy. And although this doctrine 
be ncuer ſo true, (as it is mooſt true indede)that 
= webciuſtifped freely, without all merite ot our 
obne good wozckes (as Sainct Paul doth er- 
pꝛeſſe it) and frely by this liuely x perfect fapth, 
in Chziſte onely as the auucient authozs vle to 
ſpeake it: Pet this true doctrine muſte bealſo 2 degaracton 
truely vnderſtande, and moſte plainly declared, of this doe- 
leaſt carnall menſhoulde take vniuſtly occaſion £{3 mine, 
thereby, to liue carnally, after the appetite and kes intifieth 
will of the woꝛlde, the fleſhe, and the deuylt. And 
becauſe no man ſhoulde erre, by miſtakyngt of 
this true doctrine, F ſhail plapnety and ſhoꝛtly 
ſo dectare the ryght vnderſtandyng of the lame, 
that no man ſhal iuſtly thinke that he may ther⸗ 
by take any occaſion of carnal libertie, to folow 
the deſp2es of the kleſhe, oꝛ that thereby any kind 
of ſynne ſhall be commytted, oz anpe vngodlye 
liupng the moꝛe ved. 
FIRST you ſhall vnderſtande, that in our 
iuſtificacton by Chuilte; it is not all one thyng, 
the office of God vnto manue, and the office of 
manne vnto God. Juſtificacion is not che of⸗ 
tice of man, but of God, foꝛ man can not iuſtitie 
hyin ſelfe, by his owne woꝛkes, neither in parte 
no2 in the whole, koꝛ that were the greateſte ar⸗ 
rogancy and pzeſumpcion of manne, that Antt- 
d. ili. chzilt 


Ok laluation, 
chuiſte coulde erecte agapnſte God, to affirme 
that a manne mighte by his owne wozkes, take 
a waye and purge his owne ſpnnes, and fo to tu⸗ 
a eee ſtifie him lelfe . But iuſtikication, ts the office 
God onely. Ok God onelye, and is not a thinge, whiche we 
render vnto him, but whiche we receyue ol hym, 
not whiche we geue to hym, but whiche we take 
of him, by his free mercye, and by the onely me⸗ 
riteg, oł his mooſte dearelye beloued ſonne, oure 
only redemer, ſauioꝛ, and iuſtifier, Jeſus Chuilt. 
So that the true vnderſtandynge ok this doc- 
trine:we be iuſtitied frely by faith, without woꝛ⸗ 
keg, oʒ Þ we be iuſtified by fapth in Chꝛiſt onelp, 
is not, that this our own acte to beleue in Chꝛiſt 
oꝛ this our fayth in Chꝛiſte, whiche is within vs, 
doth iuſtifie vs, a merite oure iuſtificacion vnto 
vs (fo2 that were to count our ſelues, to be iuſti⸗ 
fied by ſome acte oz vertue, that is within oure 
ſelues.) But the true vnderſtandynge and mea- 
nynge thereok is, that although we heare Gods 
woꝛde, and beleue it, althoughe we haue faithe, 
hope, charitie,repentaunce, dꝛeade, and feare of 
EOD, within vs, and do neuer ſo manye good 
woozkes therunto : pet we muſte renounce the 
merite of all our ſayde vertues, of faythe, hope, 
caritie, x all oure other vertues, x good dedes 
whiche we either haue done, ſhall do, oꝛ can do, 
as thinges that be farre to weaze, and inſuffi- 
cient and vnperfecte,to deſerue remiſſion of oure 
ſynnes, and oure iuſtificacion: and therfoze we 
muſte truſte, onely in Goddes . in 1 
5 actifice, 
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Pk laluacion, 
factifice, whiche our highe Pꝛieſt, and lauyour 
Chuſt Jeſus. the ſonne of God, once offered foꝛ 
vs vpon the Croſſe, to obtayn thereby Goddes 
grace, and remiſſton, aſwell of our oꝛigynall 
ſynne in Baptyſme, as ok al actuall ſymie, com⸗ 
mitted by vs after our Baptiſme, yf we truelye 
repente and conuert vnfaynedly to hym againe. 
So, that as Sainct Jhon Baptiſt, although 
he were neuer ſo vertuouſe and Godly a manne, 
pet in this matter ol fozgeupnge of ſynne, he did 
put the people from hym, and appoynted them 
vnto Chꝛiſte, layinge thus vnto them: Behold 


vonder is the Lambe ot GOD, whiche taketh 400. 


away the ſynnes of the wozld:Euen lo; as great 
and as Godiye a vertue as the ltuely kaythe is. 
pet it putteth vs from itlelfe, and remitteth oz 
appoynteth vs vnto-Chatlt,foz to haue onelp bp 
him remiſſion of our linnes. oꝛ iuſtificacion. So 
that our faithe in Chꝛiſte (as it wer) ſayeth vnto 
vs thus: It is not J, that take awaye pour ſyn⸗ 
nes, but it is Chꝛiſte onelp, and to hym onely, 
ſende pou foꝛ that purpoſe, renouncynge there- 
in all youre good vertues, wooꝛdes, thoughtes, 


and woozkes, and onely puttyng pour truſte in 


T H V 5 pou do ſe, that the very true ſente 
of this pꝛopolſicion: we be iuſtykied by fapthe 
in Chꝛyſte onelpe 2: (accozdynge to the mea⸗ 
nynge of the olde auncyente Aucthoures ) ts 
this: we putte oure fapthe in Cinpſie , that 


Oflaltfacton. 


that we be tuſtified by hym onely, that we be iu⸗ 
ſtified by Goddes free mercie, and the merites of 
our ſautoure Chiilteonely,and by no vertue oz 
good wozkeof our owne, that is in vs, oz that 
we can be able to haue oz to do,foz to deſerue the 
ſame,Chziſte hymſelt᷑ onely, beyng the cauſe me⸗ 

titozious therof. | 
HERE pou percepue many wozdes to be 
vſed to auoyde contencion in woozdes, with the 
that delyghteth to 2aule aboute wooꝛdes. And 
alſo to ſhewe the true meanyng,to ayoyde euyll 
takyng and miſvnderſtandyng ; and yet perad⸗ 
uenture all will not ſerue, with them that be con⸗ 
tencious, but contenders will euer fozge matter 
of contencion,euen when they haue none occaſi⸗ 
on thereto. NMotwithſtandynge, ſuche be the leſſe 
to be paſſed vpon, ſo that the reſte maye pꝛolite, 
which wyll be moze deſyꝛous to know the truth, 
then, ( whẽ it is playne ynough)to contend about 
it, and with contẽcions, and capcious cauillaci⸗ 
ons, to obſcure and darken it. Truthe it is, that 
our owne wozkes, doth not iultifie vs to ſpeake 
pꝛoperly of our iuſtificacion, (that is to ſay)our 
woꝛkes do not merite,o2 deſerue remiſſiõ of our 
ſynnes, and make vs of vniuſt, iuſt befoze God. 
But God of his mere mercy.thzoughthe onelye 
merites 02 deſeruing ol his ſonne Jeſus Chilt, 
doth tultifie vs. Neuertheles, becauſe faith doth 
directly ſende vs to Chꝛiſte fox remiſſion of our 
- ſpnnes,and that by fapth geuen vs of God, wee 
einbzace the pꝛomiſe of Gods mercye,and of the 
remiſſion 


Of ſainatton, 

remiſſion of our ſynnes, which thyng none other 
of our vertues oꝛ wozkes pꝛoperly doth:therfoze 
ſcripture vleth to laie,that faithe without woo-= 
kes dooth iuſtifie. And fozaſmuche, that it is all 
one lentence in effecte to ſape: faith without woꝛ⸗ 
kes, and onely fayth doth iuſtikie vs.therfoze.the 
old auncient fathers of the Churche , from tyme 
to tyme, haue vttered our iuſtification, with this 
ſpeachc : onely faith iuſtikieth vs meaning none 
other thyng.then ſaincte Paule meante, when he 
ſated, kaithe without wooꝛkes iuſtitieth vs. And 
becaule, all this is bzought to paſſe.thzough the 
only merites x deleruinges of our ſauioꝛ Chuilk, 
and not thꝛough our merites, oʒ thꝛough the me⸗ 
rite of any vertue, that we haue within vs, oz of 
any woozke that commeth from vs: therkoꝛe, in 
that reſpect of merite ⁊ deſeruinge, we renounce 
(as it wer) altogether again, kaith wooꝛkes, and 
all other vertues . Foz oure owne imperfection, - 
is [ogreat.thzough the coꝛruption of oziginall 
ſynne, that all is imperfecte , that is within vs, 
kaithe, charitie, hope, dzead, thoughtes, woozdes 
and woozkes, and therfoze, notapte to merite x 
deſerue, any part ofour iuſtification foꝛ vs. And 
this koꝛme of ſpeakyng we ble, in the humblyng 
ok our ſelues to god, æto geue al the gloꝛy to our 
ſauiour Chꝛiſle, which is beſt woꝛthy to haue it. 
HERE you haue hearde the office of God, in 
our tuſtificacion, ⁊ how we receiue it ot᷑ hym kre⸗ 
ly by his mercie, without our deſertes, tinough 
true and liuely kaithe. Now you ſhall * 
e.i. Oltice 


Oflalnation: 
officeandduetie of a Chziſtian man vnto God; 
what we ought on our partie, to reder vnto God 
agayn.fozhis great mercie and goodnes. Oure 
office is not to paſſe the tyme of this pzelente life 
vnkrutefully and idelly, after that we are baptt- 
Thei that {ed oz iuſtified, not caryng how fewe good woꝛ⸗ 
pre” ap, kes we do to the glozy of God, and pzofit of our 
fieth :do not neighboꝛs:muche leſſe it is our office, after that 
tibertie oz we be once made Chꝛiſtes members,to lyue con- 
we ſhould do txarp to the ſame, makyng our ſelfes, members : 
k, 99} ok the deuill, walkyng after his inticemetes, and 
after the ſuggeſtions of the woꝛld, and the fleſge 
whereby we knowe, that we do ſerue the woꝛlde, 
and the deuill, and not God. Fo that faith, whi⸗ 
che bꝛyngeth furth, (without repentaunce)eyther 
euil woꝛkes, oꝛ no good woozkes,ts not à right, 
pure, and liuely faith, but a dead, deuilliſh, coũ⸗ 
The deugs derkapte, and fayned faithe, as ſaincte Paul, and 
Hae faith, ſainct James call it. Foz euẽ the diuilles knowe 
— wb and beleue, that Chꝛiſte was boꝛne of aUirgin, 
_. __  ** thathefaſted foztie daies, a koꝛtie nightes, with⸗ 
. out meate a dꝛinke. p he wꝛought al kynd of mi⸗ 
Wo racles, declaryng hymſelk very God :theybeleue 
. alſo, that Chꝛiſt foz our ſakes, ſuffred moſt pain⸗ 
WAY full death to redeimevs from eternal death, and 
thathe aroſe agayn fr6 death p third daye: They 
beleue, that he aſcended into heauen, and that he 
ſitteth on the right hand of the father, and at the 
laſt ende of this wozld.ſhal come again, ⁊ iudge 
bothe the quicke and the dead. Thelearticles 
of our faythe, the deuilles beleue, and lo they be⸗ 


leue 
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leue all thynges that be wꝛitten, in the newe and 
old Teſtamẽt to be true, and yet fox al this faith, 
they be but deuilles, remayning ſtill in their da- 
pnable eſtate, lackpng the verye true Chziſtian 
fayth.Fox the right and true Chiſtian fayth is, ang ae 
not onely to beleue that holy ſcripture, and al the cipng capthe. 
kozſaied articles of our faith axe true, but allo to 
haue a ſure truſt and confidece in Goddes mer⸗ 
cyfull pꝛomyſes, to be faued: from euerlaſtynge 
dampnactõ, by Chailt : wherof doth kolowe a lo⸗ Thetehat cs⸗ 
uyng hart to obey his commaundementes. And aung dane 
this true chꝛiſtian faith, neither any deuill hath, not trus taith 
noꝛ pet any man, which, in the outward pꝛokeſſi⸗ 
on of his mouthe, and in his outward receiuyng 
of the lacramentes, in commyng to the Churche, 
and in all other outward apparaũces, ſemeth to 
be à chʒiſtian man and yet in his liuing ⁊ dedes 
ſheweth the contrary. Foz howe can a man haue 
this true fayth, this ſure truſt and confidence in 
God: that by the merites of Chꝛiſt, his ſinnes be 
kemptted, and he reconciled to the fauor of God, 
and to he partaker of the kyngdome ok heauen 
by Chuiſte, when he liueth vngodly, and denieth 
Chult in his deedes. Surely, no ſuche vngodly 
man, can haue this fayth x truſt in God. Foz as 
they knowe Chailte,to be the onely ſauioꝛ ok the 

woꝛlde. ſo they knowe allo, that wicked men, ſhal 
not poſſeſſe the kyngdom of God : they knowe, 
that God hateth vnrightuoulſneſſe, that he will 
deſtroy all thoſe,that ſpeake vntruly, that thoſe 
that haue dogn good woozkes(whiche cant 8 

AN 0 


Ok laluation. 


doen without a liuely fapth in Chꝛiſt) ſhall come 
kurth into the reſurrection of lyfe,and thoſe that 
haue doen euill, ſhall come vnto reſurrection of 
tudgement: and very well they knowe alſo, that 
to theim that be contencious, and to theim that 
will not be obedient vnto the truth, but will obey 
vuryghteouſnes, ſhall come indignacion, wꝛath 
and affliction.xc.Therfoze, to conclude, conlide⸗ 
ryng the infinite benekittes of God, ſhewed and 
exhybited vnto vs, mercykully, without our de⸗ 
ſcrtes, who hath not only created vs ok nothing. 
and fr6 a piece of vile claye,of his infinite good- 
nes hath exalted vs (as touchyng our ſoule) vn- 
to his owne ſimilitude a likenes: but alſo, wher⸗ 
as we were condempned to hell, and death eter⸗ 
nall, hath geuen his owne natural ſonne, beyng 
God eternall, immoztall , and equall vnto hym⸗ 
elf, in power and gloꝛy, to be incarnated, and to 
take our moꝛtall nature vpon hym, with the in⸗ 
firmities of the ſame . Ind in the ſame nature, to 
ſuffer moſt ſhamefull and painful death, foꝛ our 
offences, to thintent to iultifie vs, to reſtoze vs 
to lyfe eyerlaſtpng, fo makyng vs allo his dere 
beloued childzen, bzethzcn vnto his onely ſonne, 
our ſauioʒ Chꝛiſt, and inheritours foz euer with 
him, ok his eternall kyngdome of heauen. 
THESE greate and mercyfull benefytes of 
God(if they be wel coſidered) do neither miniſter 
vnto vs, occaſion to be idle, and to liue without 
doyng any good wozkes, neither pet ſtirreth vs, 
by any meanes to do euill thinges but * 
wile 


Of laluation. 


wiſc. ik we be not deſperate perſons.x our hartes 
harder then ſtones, they moue vs to render oute 
lelkes vnto God wholy, with all our wil, hartes, 
might and power to ſerue him in all good dedes, 
obeyng his cõmaũdementes during our lifes:to 
ſcke in al thinges, his gloꝛy #honoz,not our ſen⸗ 
ſuall pleaſures, and vapngloxzie, euermoꝛe dꝛea⸗ 
dyng, willyngly to offend ſuche a merciful God, 
and louyng redemer, in woꝛd, thought, oz deede. 
And the ſaid benefites of God, depely conſidered 
do moue vs. foꝛ his lake allo, to be euer ready to 
geue our ſelfes to our neighboꝛs, and as muche 
as lieth in vs, to ſtudie with all our indeuour, to 
do good to euery man. Thele be the frutcs of the 
true faith to do good (as much as lieth in vs) 
to euervy man. And aboue al thinges, and in 
all thinges, to aduaũce the gloꝛy of god, 
ok whom only we haue our ſanctifica- 
cion, Juſtificacion, ſaluacion, and 
redempcion. To whom be e⸗ 
uer glozy, pꝛayſe, and 
honour, woꝛld with⸗ 
men. 
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A hojtdeclaracion dethe true 
1 and Chziſten faith, 


5 be firſte entrie nts God, 
good Chziſten people is tho⸗ 
„ dougyh faith, wherby (as it is 
declared in the laſte ſermon) 
de be tuſtified befoze God. 

And leſt any man choulde be 
cWeecevucd fo; lacke of tyghte 
ovnderſtãdyng herof, it is di- 
lltgetly to be noted that faith 
is taken in the ſcripture, two maner of waycs. 


(There is one faythe whiche in (ſcripture is called I dead faiths 


a deade faythe, w hiche bꝛyngeth furthe no good 
wozkes, but is ydle,barapne, æ vnfruitfull : And 
this faythe by the holy Apoſtle ſainct James, is 
compared to the faythe ol deuils, whiche beleue 
god to be true and iuſt, and tremble foꝛ feare, yet 
they do nothyng well, but all euyll. Ind ſuche a 


Faith. 


maner ot kapthe haue the wicked and noughtye 


Chziſten people, whiche confelſe God as Sainct 


Paule ſayeth, in their mouthe , but denyehym in Tie. 


their deedes, beyng abhominable, and withoute 
the right fayth, and to al good woꝛkes repꝛoua⸗ 
ble. And this faithe is a perſwaſion and belefe in 
mannes heart, wherby he knoweth that there is a 
god, a aſſenteth vnto al truth ok gods moſt holy 
wo2d.contcined in holy ſcripture. So that it con⸗ 
ſiſteth onely in beleuing of the wozd of God, that 
it is true. And this is not pꝛop * called kaythe: 
but as he that readeth Ceſars commentaries. be- 

A.i. leuyng 


__ _ Offayh 
leupng the ſame to be true, hathe therby aknow- 


- t{edgeofCeſars life and noble actes, becauſe he 


beleueth the hiltow of Celax:pet it is not pꝛoper⸗ 
ly aide that he beleueth in Ceſar, ot whom he lo⸗ 
kethfo2 no help noz benefit:euen lo; he that bele⸗ 
ueth that all that is ſpoken of God in the Byble, 
is true, and yet lyueth ſo vngodly that he cannot 
toke to enioy the pꝛomyſes and benefits of god, 
although it may be ſaide that ſuche a man hath a 
kaithe a belete to the wozdes ol God pet it is not 
pꝛoperly ſaid that he beleueth in god, oz hath ſuch 
a kayth and truſte iu god, whereby he may ſůrely 
toke foꝛ grace, mercy, and eternal life, at goddes 
hande: but rather fo2 indignacion ⁊ punyſhment 
accoꝛding to the merites of his wicked like. Fox 
as it is wzitten in a booke entitled to be ol Didi⸗ 
mus Alexandꝛinus. Foz as muche as fayth with 
out woꝛkes is dead, it is not now kayth, as a ded 
man is not a man. This dead kayth therfoze is 
not that fare and ſubſtancial faith; which ſaueth 


linners. = | 
An other fayth there is in ſcripture, whiche is 


S mu faſt ot ( as the koꝛeſayde fayth ) vdle, vntruitkul, and 
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dead, but woꝛketh by charitie.as ſainct Paul de⸗ 
elarcth. Galath. v. Whiche as the other vaine 
fayth ts called a dead faith, ſo may this be called 
a quicke oꝛ liuely faith.. Ind this is not onelye 
the common belefe ot the artycles of dure faithe, 
but it is alſo a ſure truſt # confidence of tie mer⸗ 
cy ok god, thꝛough our Loꝛd Jeſus Chꝛiſt, and a 
t hope of all good thynges to be receyued 

| at gods 
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Ok fayth, 
at gods hand:and þ although we though infyꝛ⸗ 
mitie oz temptacion of our ghoſtly enemy,do fall 
fromhymby linne, vet yk we returne auayne vn- 
to hym by true repentaunce, that he wyll foꝛgeue 
and fozget our offences, foꝛ his ſonnes ſake, our 
ſauiour Jeſus Chziſte, and wyll make vs inheri- - 
tours with hym of his euerlaſtyng kingdome, & 
that in the meane time vntil that kingdom come, 
he will be our pzotectoz and defender in al peryls 
and daungers whatſoeuer do chaunce: and that 
though ſometime he do ſend vs ſharp aduerſitie, 
pet that euermoꝛe he will be alouyng father vnto 
vs, coꝛrecting vs foꝛ our ſinne, but not withdꝛa⸗ 
wyng his mercy finally from vs, yk we truſte in 
him, and commit our ſelfes wholy to hym, hange 
onely vpon him and cal vpon hym, ready to obey 
and ſerue hym. This is the true lyuelye and vn⸗ 
fayned Chꝛiſtian kayth, and is not in the mouthe 
and outwarde pꝛokeſſion onely, but it liueth and 


ſtyꝛreth inwardly in the harte. And this faithe is 


not without hope and truſt in god, noz withoute 
the loue of god. x of our nepghbours , noz with⸗ 
oute the tcare of God, no2 withoute the deſire to 
heare gods wooꝛde, and to folowe the ſame. in ex⸗ 
chewing euil, and doing gladly al good wozkes, 

This fapthe(as Sainct Paule delcribeth it) is 
the ſure grounde and koundacion of the benckits 
whiche we oug5zt to loke foꝛ, and truſt to recepue 
of God, a certificat and ſure expectacion of them 
although they pet ſeſibly apcrenot vnto vs. And 
after he layth: He that ny to god . 


Of fatth: 


letie bothe that he is, and that he is a merciful re⸗ 

warder of well doers. And nothyng tonmendeth 

good men vnto God, ſo muche as this aſſured 

Chethinaes fdyth and truſt in hym . Ok this fapth the thyn⸗ 
are to de no ges are ſpecially to be noted. Firſt that this faith 
ted of kaith. doth not lye dead in the harte, but is lyuely and 
fruitkull, in bꝛingyng furthe good woꝛkes. Se⸗ 

cond, that without it can no good woꝛkes be do⸗ 

en, that ſhalbe acceptable and pleaſaunt to God. 
_ Thyzd what maner of good woꝛkes they be, that 
this faith doth bꝛyng kurt. 

FO R the fitſt, Is the lyght can not be hyd, but 

Faithe is wp] ſhew furthe it ſelfe at one place oꝛ other, ſo a 
— | true fayth cannot be kept ſecret, but whan occa- 
ſion is offered, tt wyll bꝛeake out and ſhewe it ſelt 
by good woꝛkes. And as the lyuyng bodye of a 

man, euer exerciſeth ſuche thynges as belongeth 

to à naturalt and liuyng bodye, foxnoziſhment + 
pꝛeſeruacion of the fame, as it hath nede, opoꝛtu⸗ 

nitie and occaſion:euen ſo the ſoule that hathe a 

liuely fayth in it, wil be doyng alway ſome good 

woꝛke, whiche ſhall declare that it is liuyng, and 

wl not be vnoccupicd. Therkoze when men here 

in the ſcriptures flo high commedacions of fayth, 

that it maketh vs to pleſe god, to liue with god, 

and to be the chyldꝛen of god, yr than they phan⸗ 
taſie that they be ſet at libertie fro doing all good 

woꝛkes, a map lyue as they luſte, they tryfle with 
god, deceiue them ſelfes, and it is a manifeſt to⸗ 
ken that they be karre fromm hauyng the true and 
liyely fayth, and alſo karre from znowlege what 
e true 


Of faith. 


true fapth meaucth. Fox the bery ſure and lyuely 
Chꝛiſten fayth, is not onely to beleue all thinges 
of God, whiche are conteyned in holye ſcripture, 

but it is alſo an earneſt truſt x confidence in god, 

that he doth regarde vs and hath cure of vs; as 
the father of the chylde whome he doth loue, and 
that he wpll be mercyfull vnto vs, fox his onely 
ſones ſake, and that we haue our ſauiour Chyilt 
our perpetual aduocate and pꝛieſt, in whole one⸗ 
ly merites, oblacion, and ſufferyng.we do truſte 
that our offences be continuallp waſſhed x pur- 
ged, whenſocuer we repentyng truely, do returne 


to hym with our whole harte, ſtedfaſtiy determy⸗ 


nyng with our ſelues thoꝛough his grace, to o⸗ 
bey and ſerue hym, in kepyng his commaunde⸗ 
mentes, and neuer to turne backe again to ſinne. 
Suche is the true fapth that the ſcripture dothe 
ſo muche commend, the whiche when it ſecth and 
conſidereth, what God hathe doen foꝛ vs, is alſo 
moued thoꝛough continuall aſſiſtence of the ſpp- 
rit of god, to lerue and pleaſe him, to kepe his Aa. 
uour, to feare his diſptcafure, to continue his o⸗ 
bedyent chyldꝛen ſhewyng thankefulnes againe 
by obſeruyng his tommaundementes, a that kre⸗ 
lp, fo2 true loue chietely, and not foꝛ dzcad of pu⸗ 
nyſtincnte oz loue of tempoꝛall rewardec , conſp= 
deryng howe clearely without oure deleruinges, 
we haue receiued his mercy and pardon krely. 
This true fayth wil ſhewe furth it lelfe, and can 
not long be ydle . Foz as it is wzitten: The tulte 
man doth 1 by his fayth. He neyther lleapeth 
J.it> noꝛ is 


P'kkaithe. 
lid is dle, when he ſhould wake and be well oc⸗ 
cupyed. And god by his pꝛophet Hieremp, ſaith 


Suren wl. that he is a happy and bleſſed man, whiche hathe 


fayth and confidence in god. Foz he is like a tree 
fet by the water lyde, that ſpꝛeadeth his rotes a⸗ 


bꝛode toward the moiſture, and feareth not heate 


whan it commeth, his leale wil be grene, and will 


: | not ceaſe to bzyng furth his fruit: Euen ſo fayth= 


Eccle,xxxit, 


ful men(puttyng away al feare of aduerſitie) wil 
(hewe furth the kruite of they good woozkes , as 
occaſion is offered to do them. 


The wyle man layth. He that beleueth in god wil 


hearbken vnto his commaundementes . Foz if we 
do not ſheweourſelfes faythfull in our conuer⸗ 


ſacion, the faythe whiche we pꝛetende to haue, is 
but a kayned kayth:becauſe the true chꝛiſten faith 
is manyfeſfly ſhewed by good liuyng, and not by 


©. de toe woꝛdeg onely ag S. Auguſtine ſapeth.Good li⸗ 


operibꝰ.ca.ii. 


uyng cau not be ſeparated from true faith, which 
woꝛketh by loue. And ſainct Chꝛiloſtome lapeth, 


Dermo. de Fapthe of it ſelfeis full of good woꝛkes, as lone 


2 


Bebze, xi. 


as a man doth belcue, he ſhall be garnyſhed with 
them. Bowe plentifull this faith is of good woz- 
kes, and howe it maketh the wozke of one man 
moz2c acceptable to God than of an other, Sainct 
Paule teacheth at large in the. rf. chapiter to the 
Hebzues, ſaping:that faith made the oblacion of 
Abel better than thoblacton of Cain. This made 
Moe to buylde the Arke, this made Jbzaham to 
fozlakchis countrey and all his frendes , and to 
Jo bnto a far — there do dwell 1 

raͤun⸗ 


Of fayth, 
ſtraungers. So did alſo Jlaac and Jacob, de⸗ 
pendyng onely of the helpe x truſt:that they has 
in GOD : And whan they came tothe countrey 
whiche god pꝛomyſed them , they woulde buylde 
no cities, tounes no2 houles, but liued like ſtran⸗ 
gers in tenteg, that might euery day be remoued: 
their truſt was ſo muche in god, that they let but 
lytle by any woꝛldly thyng. foꝛ that god Had pꝛe⸗ 
pared fo: the better dwellpng places in heauen, 
ok his owne foundacion <bupldpntg.This kayth 
made Abꝛaham ready at Gods cõmaundement, 
to offer his owne lone and heyze Jlaac, whom he 
loued ſo well, and by whom he was pꝛomiled ts 
haue innumerable iſſue, amonge the whiche, one 
ſhoulde be bozne, in whom all nactons ſhauld be 
bleſſed:ttuſtyng ſo muche in God, that thoughe 
he were flapne, yet that god was able by his om- 
nipotent power. to raiſe him from death. and per⸗ 
kourmehts p2omile . He miſtruſted not the pꝛo⸗ 
myſe of God, althoughe vnto his reaſon eutry 
thing ſemed cõtrary. He beleued verely that Ged 
would not koꝛſake him in derth and kamyne that 
was in the countrey. And in all other daungers 
that he was bꝛoughte vnto: hetruſted euer that 
god would be his god, x his pzotectoz, what ſoe⸗ 
uer he ſawe to the contrary. This fayth wzought 
ſo in the hart ot Moſes, that he retuſed to be tã⸗ 


Ren koꝛ kyng Pharao his doughters ſomie, and: 


to haue great inheritaũce in Egypte.thinkyng it 
better with the people of god to haue affliction, 
c * than with naughty inen in ſinne to liue 

pleaſantly 


pteaſauntly fox a time. By fapth he cated not ko 
thethtetenyng of Kyng Pharao: foꝛ his truſte 
was lo in God, that he paſſed not ok the kelicitie 
ok this woꝛlde, but loked foꝛ the rewarde to come 
inheauen, ſettyng his harte vppon the inuilible 
god, as if he had ſene hym euer pꝛeſent beloꝛe his 
eyes. By fayth the chyldꝛen ol Alrael paſſed tho⸗ 
rough the red ſea. By fapth the walles ol Hieri⸗ 
cho fell downe without ſtroke, # many other wõ⸗ 
detful miracles haue bene wꝛought. In all good 
nẽ that heretotoꝛe haue bene, faith hath bꝛought 
furth theyz good wozkes, and obtapned the pꝛa⸗ 


miles ol god. DR 
Fayth hath ſtopped the Lyons mouthes, fay 
hath quenched the fozce of kyer: kayth hath eſca- 
ped the lwoꝛdes edges, kaythe hath geuen weake 
inen ſtrength, victoꝛy in battel, ouerthꝛowen the 
armies of inkidels, rayſed the dead to lyke: faythe 
haͤth made good men to take aduerſitye in good 
parte, ſome haue ben mocked x whipped, bounde 
and caſt in pꝛilon:ſome haue loſte al their goodes 
and lyued in great pouertie: ſome haue wandzed 
in mountaynes, hylles and wildernes: ſome haue 
bene racked, ſome ſlaine, ſome ſtoned, ſome ſawen 
ſome rent in pieces, ſome headed ſome bꝛent with 
out mercy, and woulde not be delyuered, becauſe 
they loked to riſe againe to a better ſtate. 
All thele kathers Martyꝛs, x other holy men, 
whome S. Paule ſpake of, had their fayth lure⸗ 
ly fixed in god, whan all the woꝛld was agaynſt 
thein, They did not onely knowe god to be 05-06 
| | mazer 


kae 
maket; ind gouernour of all men in the woꝛlde⸗ 
but alſo they had a ſpeciall confidence and truſte 
that he was and would be their god, their confoz- 
ter, ayder, helper, maynteyner @ defender, This 
is the chꝛiſten faythe whiche theſe holy men had, 
and we alſo ought to haue: and althoughe they 
were not named chꝛiſtẽ men, yet was it a chꝛiſti⸗ 
an faith that they had, foꝛ they loked foz al bene⸗ 
kites of God the father, thozough the merites of 
his ſonne Jeſu Chꝛiſt as we now do. This diffe- 
rence is betwene them and vs, foz they looked 
when Chrift ſhoulde come, and we be in the time 


whanhe is come.Therfoze ſaith S. Auguſt. The In Joh 


tpine is altered, but not thefaythe. Foz we haue 


Trat. xl v. 


bothe one faythe in one Chziſte . The ſame holy , Coꝛ ili. 


goſt alſo that we haue, had they:ſaith S. Paul. 
Foz as the holy goſte dothe teache vs to truſte in 
god, and to cat vpon hym as our father:ſo did he 


teache them to lape, as it is witten: Thou Loꝛde eta. uit 


art oure father & redemer, and thy name is wich⸗ 
out beginning and euerlaſting. God gaue them 
chen grate to be his childzen, as he doth vs now. 
But now by the comming of our ſauiour Chziſt, 
we haue receyued moze aboundantly the ſpirit ol 
god in our hartes, whereby we maye conceyue a 
greater faythe, and a ſurer truſte, than many ol 
them had. But in effect they and we be al one: we 
haue the ſame fayth that they had in God, « they 
the ſame that we haue. And S. Paule ſo muche 
extolleth their fapthe, becauſe we ſhould no leſſe 
but rather moꝛe, geue oure ſelues whollpe vnto 
B. i. Chult, 


„“ 


i Of faith: 3 
Chꝛiſt, bothe in pꝛokeſſion and lining, now whan 
Chꝛiſte is come, than the olde fathers dyd before 
his commyng . And by all the declaracion of S. 
aul, it is euident that the true, lyuely a chꝛyſten 
kayth, is no dead, vayne, oʒ vnfruittul thyng, but 
a thing of perkite vertue, of woderful operacion 
and ſtrengthe, bꝛingyng furthe al good mocions 
All holy ſcripture agreably beareth witneſſe, 
that a true ltuely kayth tn Chꝛiſte, doeth bwnge 
kurth good woꝛkeg, and therfoze euery man muſt 
examine hymſelk diligently to knowe whether he 
haue the lame true tpuecly kapthe in his hart vn- 
kaynedlye oz not, whiche he ſhall knowe by the 
kruites therof. 
Many that pꝛofeſſed the kayth ol Chꝛiſt, were 
in this errour, that they thought they knewe god 
and beletted in him, whan in their like they decla- 
red the contrary, whiche erroz ſainte John tn his 
kirſt epiſtle contutyng, wꝛiteth in this wiſe. 
Hereby wc are certifted that we know god, yl we 
obſerue his commaũdementegche that ſapeth, he 
knoweth god, and obſerueth not his cõmaunde⸗ 
mentes, is a lper: i the truth is not in him. And 
agapne he ſapeth Whoſdeuer ſinneth, doeth not 
fee god. noꝛ knowe hym. Let no man deceyue pou 
welbeloued choldzen. And mazeouer he lapeth. 
Hereby we znow that we be of the truthe, and ſo 
we ſhall perſwade our hartes betoꝛe hym: (oz yt᷑ 
our owne hartes repꝛoue vs, god is aboue oure 
hartes, and kno wech al thinges. Welbeloued, yt 
| ous 


Pk kayth. 
dur heartes repꝛoue vs not, then haue we confy? 
dence in god, and ſhall haue ol hym whatſoeuer 
we aſtze, becauſe we kepe his comaundementes, 11 
e do thoſe thynges that pleaſe hym. And yet fur- — 
ther he ſayth. Euery inan that beleueth that Je⸗ | 
ſus is Chziſt, is bozne of god: And we know that „Jo. ũ 
whoſoeuer is bozne of God, doth not ſinne:but þ 
generacion of god, purgeth hym, and the deypll 
doth not touche hym. And finally he concluderh, 
and ſhewing the cauſe why he wꝛote this Epiſtle, 
ſayeth. Foz this cauſe haue I thus wꝛitten vnto „Joh see 
ou, that you map knowe that you haue eucrla⸗ =} 

ng lyke, whiche do belcue in the fonne of God. = 
And in his thy de Epiſtle, he confirmeth ö whole | 4 
matter of fapthand wozkes, in felve woꝛdes, ſay⸗ Wn. | 
ing.Yethat doth wel ts of god, aud he that dothe d Ton!: 
euil knoweth not god. And as ſainct John ſaith, 
Þ che liuely knowledge # faych ol god, bzyngeth 
furth good wozkes : lo ſayth he lykewyſe of hope 
and charitie, that they cannot ſtande with euyll 
liuing. Ok hope, he wꝛiteth thus. We know that (oba , 


whan god ſhall appere, we ſhalbcitke vnto him, N 
fox we ſhall ſe hym euen as he is. And whoſoeuer | 


hath this hope in him, doth purifte hymn ſelfe, like 1 
as God is pure. And of charitie he ſayeth thele Þ | 
woꝛdeg. He that doth keepe gods woꝛde oꝛ com⸗ John ea 
maundement, in hym is truly the perfecte loue of | 
god. And agapne, he ſapeth. This is the loue of ;,zoyn, v. t | 
god. that we ſhould kepe his comaundementes. FT | 
And S. John wꝛote not this as a ſubtile pꝛopo⸗ 4 


licton deuiled ok his owne kantalie, but as a moſt 5 
Bi: certayne | | 


Offayty,- 


certain and neceſſary truth, taught bntohini by 


Chiiſt him felfe, the eternal and infallibte 4 


tie, who in many places doth moſt clerelp affirme 
that kayth hope and charttie cannot conſiſt with- 
out good and godly woꝛkes. Ot fayth he ſayeth: 
He that beleueth in the ſonne hathe euerlaſtinge 
lyke bit he that beleueth not in the lonne ſhal not 
ethat life, but the wꝛath of god remayneth vpõ 
hym: Ind the lame he contyuneth with a double 
oth.ſaping: Foꝛſoth and foꝛſoth J ſay vnto you, 
he that deleueth in me hath enerlaſtyng life. 
Noe foꝛaſmuche as he that beleueth in Chꝛiſt, 
hath euerlaſtmig lyte id muſt nedeg conſequent⸗ 
ty kold us that he that hath this fapthe, muſt haue 
alſo good woꝛ kes a be ſtudious to oblerue godg 


- - commnanndenientssobedy2atly.Foz ta them that 


haue ety] workes, and leade their lyfe in dyſobe⸗ 
diente, and traulgreſſion ot goddes commaunde⸗ 
mentes without repentauuce, pertapueth not ex 
nerlaſtynqꝙlyte, but euerlaſtyng death, as Chꝛiſt 
dom eite laych. They that do well ſhall go into 
iyfe eternal but they that do euyliſhal go into the 
tternall fyꝛs. Again he ſayeth.J am the firſt let⸗ 
ter and the laſte, the begynnyng and che endyng: 

Co hym that is a thicſt, I mil gene af the welt of 
the water of lyte freely : he chat hath the victoꝛpe 
ſhall haue al thinges, and J wal be his god, and 
he ſhalbe my ſonne. But they that be feareful, mi⸗ 
2 lacking faith :they that be cur- 
ſed people and murthererg and foꝛnicatoꝛs, and 
Aker. and e and ail lyers ſhathaue 


their poꝛ⸗ 
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Of kapth, 
they: pojcion in the lake that voraeth with kyꝛẽ 
and bꝛymſtone, whiche is the ſecond deathe. Ind rende 
as Chꝛiſt vndoubtedly affyꝛmeth that true fapth-; 2003: woops 
bzingeth furth good woꝛkes : fo dothhe ſap lyke ts. 
wyſe of charitie . Wholoeuer hath my tõmaun⸗ John killt 
dementes and kepeth them, that is he that loucth 
me: and afterhe ſayeth. He thatloucth.me, wpll 
kepe my woed, and he that loueth me not, kepeth 
not my wozdes. And as the loue ot god ts tryed 
by — woꝛkeg. ſo is the feare of god: as pᷣ wyſe 
man ſaveth. The dꝛead ol god putteth away ſin. Sci t. 
And allo he ſayeth. He that feareth god, wyll doe ecke rt. 
godd woꝛkeg. A man map lone deceiue hym ſelfe | 
and thinkt in his own phatalp, that he by faythe 
knoweth god, loueth him, feareth him, and belõ⸗ 
geth to hym, whan in very dede he doth nothyng 
tefſe Foxthe trpall of all theſe thynges is a verye 
godly and chꝛiſtian lyte. He that keleth his harte 
Et to ſeke gods honoꝛ and ſtudieth to knowe the 
yl and cõmaundementes ot god. # to confoꝛine 
Hanſelfethervnto, and leadech not his lyfe after 
the deſpze of his owne fleſhe, to ſerue the deupl by 
ſinne, but fettethhis minde to ſerue god, fot His 
own ſake, and for his ſake alſo to loue al his ney⸗ 
doures, whether they be frendes oz aduerſaryes, 
doing good to eucry man as opoztunitie ſerueth, 
and willyngly hurtyng no man: Suche a man 
may wel reioyce in God perteyuyng by the trade 
of his pte, that hc:bifapnedlyehathe theryghtie 
knowledge of god a liuelp faith; à cõſtant hope, 
acre aud vnfapned loue and feare of god. But 


Bil he that 
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A. John. ſiii. 


F 


1. Je ha, ii. 


John. it. 


Ok kaith. 
hethat caſteth awape the poke of gods tömdun⸗ 
dementes krom his necke, and geueth hymlelfe to 


line without true repentaunce, after his owne ſẽ⸗ 


ſual mpnde x pleaſure, not regardyng to knowe 


gods woꝛde, and muche leſſe to lyue accoꝛdynge 


therunto:ſuche a man clerely deceyueth himſelke, 
and ſeeth not his own harte, if he thinketh that he 
eyther knoweth god, loueth hym, keareth hymn, oz 
truſteth in hym. Some peraduenture phantaſpe 
in them ſelues, that they belong to god, although 
they liue in ſinne, and ſo they come to the churche, 
and ſhewe them ſelues as goddes dere chyldzen. 
But S. John ſayth playnely, It we ſap that we 
haue any company with god, and walke in dark⸗ 


nes, we do lye. Other do vainiy thinke that they 
know loue god, although they paſſe not ok his 
commaundementes. But S. John ſaith dearly. 

He that ſayth, I knowe god, & kepeth not his c6- 


maitdemetes, he is a lyar, Some falſly perſuade 
them ſelues that they loue God, whan they hate 
their neighbours. But S. John ſayth manifeſt- 
ly. If any man ſay, I loue god, & pet hateth his 
bother, he is a lyer. He that ſapeth, that he is in 


the light. a hateth his bzothcr, he is ſtill in darke 


nes. Hethat loueth his bzother, dwelleth in the 


light: but he that hateth his bꝛother, is in darke⸗ 


nes, and walk eth in darkenes, and knoweth not 


whyther he goeth, foz darkenes hath blynded his 
tyes. And moꝛeouer he ſapeth: Hercbp we many- 
keſtly knowe the childꝛen of god from the childꝛẽ 


ol the deuil. He that doth not righteoulely, is not 


the child 


Of faith. 


Dccepuenot pour ſelues therfoze , thonzpng 
that you haue faith in god, oꝛ that you loue god 
oz do truſt in him,02 do keare him, when you line 
iu ſinne:fo2 then your vngodly and ſinful life de⸗ 
clarcth the contrary, whatſoeuer ye ſay oz think. 
It perteyneth to a chꝛiſten man to haue this true 
chꝛiſtian faithe, and to trye him ſelfe, whether he 
hath it oꝛ no, and to knowe what belongeth to it, 
#howe it doth wolke in him. It is not the wozld 
that we can truſte to: The woꝛld a al that is ther⸗ 
in, is but vanitie. It is god that muſt be our de⸗ 
fcuce and pꝛotection, agaynſte all tempt acion of 
wickednes and ſinne, erroꝛs, luperſttcion idola⸗ 
trie, and alt euyll. It all the woꝛlde were on oure 
ſyde, and god againſt vs, what coulde the wozld 
auaple vs: Therfoze let vs ſet our whole fapth, 
and truſt in god, and neither the world, the deuel 
no: all the power of them, ſhall pꝛeuayle againſt 
bs. Let vs therfoꝛe good chiilten people, try and 
examine our faith what it is, lette vs not flatter 
our ſelues, but loke vpon our woꝛkes, xlo iudge 
of our faith, what it ts. Chziſt hymſelfe ſpeaketh 
of this matter and ſaith: The tree is knowen by 
the kruite. Thercoze let vs do good wozkes, and 


therby detlare our kaithe to be the liuely Chꝛiſten 


kaith. Let vs by ſuch vertucs as ought to ſpꝛing 
out of faith ſhew our electton to be ſure & ſtable, 
as S. Peter teacheth. Endeucur your lelucs to 


mae your calling and election certapn by good tert 


wozkes, And allo he ſapeth ; iniſter oz declare 
| pon! 


Ok kaithe. 

in youre kapthe vertue, in vertue knowledge, (i 
knowledge temperance, in temperance pacience, 
agayne in pacience Godlpnes , in godlynes bꝛo⸗ 
therly charitie, in bzotherly charitie, loule. 
So ſhall we ſhewe in dede that we haue the verp 
liuely chꝛiſtian faith: and may ſo both certifie our 
conſciencethe better, that we be in the right faith, 
and alſo by theſe meanes confirme other men. JE 
theſe frutes do not folowe, we do but mocke with 
god, deceyue our ſelues and alſo other men. Wel 
may we beare the name ol Chꝛiſten men, but we 
do lacke the true fayth, that doth belog thervnto, 
fo2 true faith doth euer being foꝛth good works, 
as S. James ſapth:Shewe me thy faithe by thy 

deedes. Thy dedes and wozkes muſt be an open 
- teſfimontal of thy faith: Otherwiſe thy fapth be⸗ 
ing without good woꝛkeg, is but the deuils faith 
the fapth of the wicked, a phantalp of fayth , and 
not a true chꝛiſten faythe. Ind lyke as the deuils 
Eeuil people be nothing the better foꝛ their coun⸗ 
terfayte fayth, but is vnto them the moꝛe cauſe ot 
damnacion: So they that be chuſtened and haue 
receiued knowlege of god and of chuiltes merits, 
c pet of a ſet purpolſe do lyue ydely without good 
woꝛkes, thinking the name of a naked faith, to be 
eyther ſufficient foz them, oꝛels ſetting their min⸗ 
des vpon vayne pleaſures of this wozlde , lpueth 
in ſinne without repentaũce, not vttering the fru- 
tes that do belong to ſuch an high pꝛokeſlion, vpõ 
luche pzclumptuous perſones, and wilful liners, 
mult nedes remain the great vengeaunce of mw 

: an 


. 


Of fayth, 


and cternall puniſhment in hell, pzepared foz the 
deuil, and wicked liuers. 

Therkoꝛe, as you p3ofeſſe the name of Chziſt, 
good ch2iſten people, let no luche phatalſy and y- 
maginacion of fayth,at any time begile pou: but 
be lure of youre fayth, try it by your liupng loke 
vpon the kruites that cõmeth ot it, marke the en⸗ 
creaſe of loue and charitie by it, toward God and 
your neyghboz,and ſo ſhall you perceyue it to be 
a true lively kayth. 

Jf you feele and perceiue ſuche a fayth in you, 
reioyce in it, and be diligent to maintapne it, and 
kepe it ſtyl in you , let it be daply encreaſyng. and 
moze ẽ moe be wel wozkyng,t lo ſhall pe be ſure 
that you ſhal pleaſeGod by this kayth, and at the 
length (as other faythful men haue done bekoze) 
ſo ſhall you (when his wyll is) come to him, and 


receiue the ende and kinall reward of pour fayth, 
(as S. Peter nameth it) the ſaluacton of pour 


ſoules. The whiche God graunt vs, that 
hath pꝛomiled the ſame vnto his kayth⸗ 
ful, To whom be all hono2 and 
glozy wozlde without 
ende. Amen. 
Ch 


LY 


I. Peter,, 
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An homilie oꝛ ſermon of good 
|  wozkes — vnto fayth. 


1 705 eee vnto pon, what the 
WICK lttely and true fapth ofa chii⸗ 


cn man ts, that it cauſeth not 

en a man to be idle, but to be oc⸗ 
a (upied in bxingyng furth good 

| =——wo;kes, as occaſion ſerueth. 

eber by Gods grace ſhalbe declared the ſe⸗ No'eood 

tond thyng, that befoze was noted of fayth, that da done Wu 
without it can no good wozke be done, accepta⸗ out fayty, 
blex pleaſaunt vntoGod.Fozas a bzaunche can 

not beare fruit of it ſelfe(ſapth our.ſautoz Chailt) 

except it abyde in the vyne, lo cannot you, except 

you abpde in ine. Jam the vyne, and you be the John n 
bꝛaunches, he that abideth in ine; and Jin him, 

he bzpngeth furth muche frutte : foz without me 

you can do nothyng. And S. Paul pzoueth that 

Enoch had fapth, becauſe he pleaſed God, Foz det 
without faith(lapth he)it is not poſſible to pleaſe 

God. And agapne to the Romapnes he lapeth: 
Whatſoeuer wozke is done without fapth. it is Rome.riti, 
lynne. Fayth geucth lyfe to the ſoule,and they be 
almuche dead to God that lacke fayth as they be 

to the wozlde, whole bodies lacke ſoules. With⸗ 

out fayth al that is done of vs, is but dead befoze 

- God, although the wozke ſeme neuer ſo gay and 
glozious befoze man. Euen as a picture grauen 

oz paynted, is but a deade repꝛelentacion ok the 


Cl, thyng 


pefatt. 
(al, Fx. 


thyng it fits, an ene ithbt Jl 92 F maner 
of mouyns,; lo be the wozkes ofall vnfaythfull 


perſons bekoze God. They do appere to be liuely 
woztzes, aud in deede they de but dend mot auap⸗ 


Wü o the eternal life, They be but ſhadowes 


and ebesof liuely and good thynges, and not 


ach and 1985 t mges 12 1 5 lach 451 
dot gene ike to the woꝛke, and ont ot luc kapt 

come govd wozkes, thüt be verb godd i in 
derde and without it no wozke is good befoze 
God, as ſapeth S. Juguſtne We mult ſette no 


good wozkes bek0ze fayth,nozthynkethat befoze 


fayth a man may do robs wozke: fv2'leache 
wozkes; although they eeme'bnto'inenne, to be 
pꝛapſe woꝛthy, pet in dede they be but vayne,and 


not alowed befoze God. They be as the edurle of 
àn hozle, that runneth dut ofthe way, whiche ta⸗ 


In pꝛekati. 
IO tai. xx xi. 


keth great laboz, but to no purpoſe, Let no man 


therkoze(ſapth he) recken vpon his good wozkes 


befoze his fayth. Whereas fayth was not, good 


© wozkes were ndt: The intent (lapeth he) manzet 
the good wolßes but fapth ma g 3 — 155 


the intent of man. And 105 ſapth:pk th yne eye 


be naught, thy whole body is full of-darkenes, 


'Thee herd doth ſignify the intent(fapth Si Augu⸗ 
ſtine) whe 


whiche doeth not his good wozkes with a godſy 


with a man doeth a thong: So that dhe 
intent, and true kapth that wozketh by love, the 


whole bodpe belpde (that is to lay, all; the whole 


nombze of bis wozkes) is darke, and there is no 
light in it. Foz good deedes be not meaſured oy 
the 


Pk wokes 
the kactes them lelfes, & ſo diſſeuered from vices 
but by thendes # intẽtes fo2 whiche they be done. 


Ita heathen mã cloth the naked fede thehungrg 
ct do ſuche other like wozkes, yet becaule he doth 


them not in fayth;fo2 the honoz and loue of God, 
they be but dead, bayne# fruitles wozkes tohim. 

Fayth is it that doth-coinend the wozke to God: 
| fo2as S. Auguſtine ſayth. Whether thou wilte 
| - 02no,that wozke that commeth not of fapth, is 
naught:where the fayth of Chzilt is not the foun 
dacion, ther is no good. wozke, what buildyng ſo 


euer we make: There is one wozke,in the whiche 


be al good wozkes:that is, fapth, whiche wozketh 
by charitie:pł thou haue it, thou haſt the ground 
blk all good wozkes. Foz the vertues of ſtrength. 
wypledome, teinperance and iuſtice,be all referred 
vVnto this lame kapth:without this faith we haue 
not them, but onely the names and ſhadowes of 
them, as S. Auguſtine layth. All the like of them 
that lacke the true fayth, is ſinne, and nothyng is 
good; without him that is thauthoꝛ of goodnes: 
where he is not. there is but fayned vertue, al- 
though tt be in the beſt wozkes . And S. Augu⸗ 
ſtine declaryug this verſe of the Pſalme : The 
UQurtle hath kounde a neſt, where ſhe may kepe 
her pong byꝛdes, ſapth:that Jewes, heretikes, 4 

pagans, do good wozkes : they clothe the naked, 

kede the poze, c do other wozkes of mercy, but be- 
\caulethey be not done in the true fayth, therfoze 
the byꝛdes be loſt. But ik they remayne in fayth, 
then fayth is the neſt a ſafegarde of theyz byzdes, 
hat is to ſap, ſategarde of theyz good wozkes, 
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In ſremore 
de fide, lege, 
et ſpiritu 
fanc to. 


Of wozkes 
that the rewarde ot them be not vtterly loſt. 
And thts matter ( whiche S. Auguſtine at large 
in many bokes dllputeth) Sainct Imbzole con⸗ 
cludeth in few wozdes,ſatpng:Ye that by nature 
would withſtande vice, eyther by natural wyll oz 
reaſon, he doeth in vayne garniſhe the tyme of 
this lpfe, attayneth not the verye true vertues: 
Fo? without the wozſhippyng ok the true God, 
that whiche ſemeth to be vertue, is vice. Ind yet 
molt plainly to this purpoſe wztteth ſainct John 
Chziſoſtome in this wyſe, Pou (hall fpnde inany, 
whiche haue not the true fapth, and be not of the 
flocke of Chziſt, and pet (as it appereth) they ſlo⸗ 
tiſhe in good wozkes of mercy. Pe ſhall fynde the 


ful of pitie, compalſion, and geuen to tultice, and 
pet koʒ all that, they haue no fruite at their woz⸗ 
kes, becauſe the chiefe wozke lacketh. Foz when 


the Jewes aſked of Chꝛiſt what they ſhould do 
to wozke good wozkes, he anlwered: This is the 


'wozke of God, to beleue in him, whom he lent. 
So that he calleth kayth the wozke of God. And 
aſſone as a man hath kapth, anone he ſhal floziſhe 
in goodwozkes, fo? fayth of it ſelte is ful of good 
woꝛkes, &nothyng is good without fapth. Ind 


fo: a ſimilitude, he ſapth, that they whiche gliſter 
and ſhyne in good wozkes without fapth in God, 
be lpke dead men, whiche haue goodly and pꝛe⸗ 


 clous tumbes and pet it auapleth them nothing. 
 Fayth map not be naked without wozkes, foz 
then it is no true kapth: and when it is adioyned 


to wozkes, yet it is aboue the wozkes. Foz as me 


that be verp men in deede,fy;hauelpfe, a after 
0 


be hozi⸗ 


Of wotkes 


be noꝛiſhed,. lo muſt our fayth in Chzilt go befoze; 
and after be noziſhed with good wozkes. Ind 
life map be without noziſhment, but noziſhment 
cannot be without life. A man muſt nedes be no⸗ 
riſhed by good wozkes, but fyzſt he muſt haue 
fapth: He that doeth good deedes, pet without 
kayth he hath not life. can ſhewe a man that by 
fayth without wozkes liued and came to heauen, 
but without fayth neuer man had lyfe. The theke 
that was haged whan Chitlt ſuffered, did beleue 
onelp, i the molt mercyful God did tuſtifye him. 
And becauſe no manſhall obtecte, that he lacked 
tyme todo good wozkes, fozels he would haue 
done then, trueth it is, and J wyll not contende 
therin: But this J wyll ſurely affirme,chat fayth 
onely laued him. Ik he had liued, and not regar⸗ 
ded kayth, and the wozkes therof, he ſhould haue 
loſt his (aluacton agapne. But this is the effect 
that J ſaye, that fayth by it ſelfe ſaued him, but 
wozkes by them lelues neuer tuſtifyed any man. 
Here pe haue heard the minde of S. Chziloſtome 
wherby you map petcepue, that neyther fayth is 
without wozkes (hauyng opoztunitte therto) no 
wozkes cau auapyle to eternal lyfe without fapth. 
Nowe to pꝛocede to the third parte (whiche in Muat wo 


to lape, what maner of wozkes they be, whiche ortet. 
ſpꝛyng out of true fayth, and leade faythful men 

vnto eternal Iyfe:this cannot be knowen ſo well 

ds by our ſauioꝛ Chzilt him ſelfe, who was aſked 

bokg cettayn great man the lame queſtion. 7. 5 Math xix, 
; = wozkes 


the koꝛmer Sermon was noted of kapth) that is kes they are 
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Of womes 


wolkes ſhall Ido ſapd a pꝛince, to rome to euer⸗ 
laſtyng life-To whom Jelus anſwered:Jfthou 
wylt come to the eternal life, kepe the tommaun⸗ 
dementes: But the pzince not latilfied herewith; 
aſked karther. Whiche commaundementes⸗ The 
Scribes and Phariſtes had made lo many of 
they2 owne lawes and tradicions, to bzyng men 
to heauen , beſide Goddes coininaundementes, 
that this man was in doubte, whether he ſhould 
come to heauen by thoſe lawes and traditions, 
92 by the lawes ol God , Ind therekoꝛe he aſtzed 
Chziſt, whiche commaundementes he mente? 
Whereunto Chziſt made him a playne anlwere, 
reherſyng the cõömaundementes of God; katpng: 
Thou ſhalt not kyl, thou ſhalt not committe ad; 
Math. xy. yltry.thoy ſhalt not ſteale, thou ſhalte not beate 
falfe witnes, honour thy father and mother, and 
W thy neyghbouras thy lelke. By whiche woz⸗ 
that leade to des Chziſt declared, that the lawes of God be 
woes ok the Very wape that do leade to eternal lpke, and 
Gods coma not the tradicions, and lawes ol men. So that 
dementes. this is to be taken foza moſt true leſſon, taught 
by Chaiſtes owne wohehe, that the woꝛkes of The 
Man, frõ his M02all commaunideinentes of God, be the verpe 
Fon Gods, ku wozkes ol kayth, whicheleade to the bleſſed 
commaunde: [fe to come: But the blyndnes # malice of man, 
nen hen hath een from the beginnyng; hath euer beneredy to 
to do the like fall from Gods tömaundementes. As Adam the 
ales or fy2\t man, hauing but one commaundement that Þ 
bio wne yhã he ſhould not eat of the fruit koꝛbidden, notwith⸗ 
Eod withal, FANDYNT Gods cõmaundement, he gaue _— 


Of woznes. 
vnto the woman, ſeduced by the ſubtile perſwa- 
ſion ofthe ſerpent, and ſo kolowed his owne wyl, 
and left Goddes cõmaundement. Ind euer ſince 
that tyme, al his ſucceſſion hath bene ſo blynded 
thzough oꝛiginal ſinne, that they haue bene ener 
redye to decline from God and his la we, and fo 
inuente a newe wape vntoſaluacion, by wozkes 
oftheyz owve deuice: So muche, that almoſt all 
the woꝛld fozſaking the true honoꝛ of the only ez 
ternal liuing god, wandꝛed about in their owne 
phantaſies, wozſhippinge ſome the Sunne, the de deute 
Moone, the Sterres ſome Jupiter, Juno, Dia- and tdolatry 
na, Saturnus, Apollo, Neptunus, Ceres, Bac⸗ ofthe sctites 
chus, and other dead men # women: ſome there- 
with not ſatilfied, wozſhipped dyuers kyndes of 
beaſtes, byꝛdes, kiche, foule, and ſerpentes:euerp 
region, toune andhouſe, in a maner being deui⸗ 
ded, and ſettyng vp images ol ſuche thinges as 
they liked, a worſhipping the ſame, Suche was 
the rudenes of the people, after they fell to they: 
owne phantaſieg, a left the eternal liupng God, 
and his commaũdementes, that they deulled in⸗ 
numerable Images, andgoddes, In which er- 
rour and blyndnes they dyd remayne, vntil ſuch 
tyme as almightie god, pitipnge the blyndeneſſe 
of man, lente his true Pꝛophete Moſes into the 
Woꝛlde, to repzehende this extreme madnes, and 
to teach the people to know the only lyuing god, 
and his true honoꝛ and wozthyp. But the coz- 
rupte inclinacion of maa, was ſo muche geuen 
to folowe his owne phantaſies, c as pou _ 
| D.l. aye 


ſaye,tofatourhis owne byꝛde, that he bꝛoughte 
vp hymſelf, that all the abmonictons, exhozta⸗ 
| cions, beneittes t thzeatenynges. of god, coulde 
| not kepe hym from ſuche his inuencions. 1 
| ,Chedeuiſes Foz notwithſtandyng all the benefites of God, 
WW ofthe getics chewed vnto the people of Jſrael, yet when Mo⸗ 
| les went vp into the mountapne, to ſpeake with 
almightye God: he had taryed there but a ewe 
dapes, when the people beganne to inuent newe 
goddeg. And as it came into theyz heades, they 
made a calfe ot gold, and kneled doune and woz⸗ 
hipped it. Ind after that, they folowed the Mo⸗ 
Abites, and wozchipped Beelphegoꝛz the Moabi⸗ 
tes God. Reade the boke of Judges, the bokes 
ol the kynges and the Pꝛophetes, and there vou 
Galfinde howe inconſtant the people were, how 
full of inuenciong, and moze redy to runne after 
the yz owne phantaſtes, than gods moſt holy cõ⸗ 
maundementes. There ſhall you reade of Baal, 
Moloch, Chamos, Mechom, Baalpeoz, Iſta⸗ 
roth⸗Beel the dꝛagon⸗Pꝛiapus, the bzaſen Ser⸗ 
pent,the.rii.(ignes,and many other, vnto whoſe 
images the people with greate deuocion, inuen? 
ted pylgrimages, pzeciouſly deckynge a cenſyng 
them neling doune and offering to them, thyn⸗ 
kyng that an high merite befoze God, and to be 
eſtemed aboue the pꝛeceptes and cõmaundemen⸗ 
tes of God. And where at that tyme, God com⸗ 
maunded no ſacrifice to be made, but in Hieruſa⸗ 
lem anely, they did cleans contrarp, making aul⸗ 
ters q ſacrikices euerp where, in hilles, in wod⸗ 
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des, x in houſes, not regardynge gods cõmaun⸗ 
dementes, but eſtempng their owne phataſtes 4 
deuocion to be better then them. And the errour 
hereof was lo ſpꝛed abꝛode, that not only the vn? 
learned people, but alſo the pꝛieſtes and techers 
of the people, partelye by gloꝛy and auarice were 
coꝛ rupted, x partly by ignoꝛaũce blyndelp ſedu⸗ 
ted with the ſame abominacpons , ſo muche 
that kyng Achab, hauing but only Yeltas a true 
teacher and miniſter of god, there were. vii. C. 
t. l. pʒieſtes that perlwaded hym to honoz Baal, 
and to do facrifyce in the wooddes 02 g2ones. 
And ſo continued that hoꝛrible errour, vntpl the 
thze noble kynges, as Joſaphat, Ezechias, and 
Joſias, Gods elect miniſters deſtroped the lame 
clerely, and reduced the people from luche theyz 
kapned inuencions, vnto the very commaunde⸗ 
mentes of God: Foz the whiche thing, thepꝛ im 
moꝛtall rewarde and gloꝛ pe, dothe and hall re⸗ 
mapne with god fo2 euer. N 


And beſpdethe fozeſapde inuencions, the in⸗ 


tlinacton of man to haue his owne holp deuoci⸗ 


DD. ij. cryed 


Religions v 
ectes emong 


ons, deuyſed newe lectes and religions, called tze Jewes. 
Phariſeis, Daduces, and Scribes, with many 
holy c godly tradicions, and oꝛdinaunces (as it 
emed, by the out warde apparaunce, and goodiy 
gliſtering otthe wozkes)but in very dede al ten⸗ 
dyng to 4dolatry, Superſticion and hipocriſie, 
thepꝛ hartes within heyng full of malpce, pꝛyde, 
couetonmnes, and all tuiquitie: Agapnſt whiche 
 Dectes, and thepꝛ pꝛetenſed halyneſte, Chile 
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tryed dut moze vehementlythen he dyd agaynft 
. anyother perſones, ſaying,and often repetynge 


Pkt wotkes; 


theſe woꝛdes. Wo be to you ſertbes e phariſeis, 


Math. rxi«, pe Bypocrites , foz you make cleane the veſſelle 


without, but within pou be full ok rauin and kyl⸗ 
thynes: Thou blinde Phariſte, and Þypocrite, 


kirſt make the inward part cleane. Foz notwiths- 


ſtandyng all the goodly tradicions & outwarde 
ſhewe of good wozkes, dettiſed of their ovone p⸗ 
maginacion, wherby they appered to the wozlde 
moſte religious and holy ot all men: pet Chꝛiſte 


who ſawe their hartes, ànewe that they were in⸗ 


wardely in the ſight of god moſte bnholy, moſte 
abhominable, and fartheſt from god of all men. 


Math. d. Therefozeſayde he vnto them, Pypocrites, the 


Mannes la⸗ 
obſerued and 
Obſeru 

« hept. but not dementes of men, pet he ment not therby to ouer⸗ 
— la 


Pꝛophete Elape ſpake ful truly of you, when he 
ſayd.This people honour me with theyz lippes, 
but their harte is farre from me: They wozſthyp 


me in vayn that teach doctrines and commaude- 


mentes ok men: Foz you leaue the commaunde- 
mentes of god, to kepe your obone tradicions. 
AND though Chziſt ſayde, they woꝛchipped 
God in vain that teache doctrines and comaun- 
thꝛow al mennes commaundementes foꝛ he him 
ſelfe was euer obedient to the pꝛinces and theyꝛ 
la wes, made fo2 good oꝛdꝛe and gouernaunce of 
the people: Yut he repꝛoued the lawes ⁊ tradici⸗ 
ons made by the ſcribes a phariſeis, which were 
not made onelp foꝛ good o2d2e of the people (as 
the Ciuile lawes wer) but they wer ſo highlyer: 
g tolle 


Of woꝛkes. 


tolled, that they wer made to be a ryght and ſins 
lere wozthippyng of god, as they had ben equall 
with Goddes lawes oz aboue thepm, foz manye 
of Goddes lawes coulde not be kepte, but were 
fapn to geue place vnto them. This arrogancte 
God deteſted, that man ſhouldeſo auaunce hys 
lawes, to make them equal with goddes lawes, 
wherein the true honozinge and ryght woꝛchip⸗ 
ping ol god ſtandeth, and to matze his lawes foz 
theym to be omitted: God hath appoynted hys 
lawes, wherbyhis pleaſure is to be honozed. 

His pleaſure is alſo that all mannes lawes bes 


yng not contrary to his lawes, ſhall be obeyed a 


kept, as good #neceſlary foz euery comon weale, 
but not as thinges, wherein principally hys ho- 
no2 reſteth : And all Ciuile and mannes lawes, 
eyther be o2 choulde be made, to induce men the 
better to oblerue goddes lawes, that conſequẽt⸗ 
lpe god ſhoulde be the better honozed by theym. 
Howe beit, the Scribes and Pharileis were not 
contente that they: lawes ſhoulde be no hyghet 
eſtemed then other poſittue and ciuile lawes,noz 
woulde not haue theym called by the name of o⸗ 
ther tempoꝛal lawegzhut called theym holy and 
godlye tradicions, nd woulde haue theyin eſte⸗ 
7 onely fo pght and true wozſhipping 
0 ooo. 
to be the moſte hyghe honozynge of God, to the 
whiche, the commaundementes of god, ſhoulde 
geue place. Ind foꝛthis cauſe dyd Chziſt ſo ves 
hemently ſpeake-agaynſt theym, ſaping: poure 
D. iii. tradi⸗ 


Holpetradick⸗ i 


ons wer eſtes 


mer as gods 


$ lawes be in deede) but alſo lawes. 
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Of workes, 
tradicios which men eſteme ſo high, be abhomt⸗ 

Boly tradicl- nation befoꝛe god. Foꝛ commonly of luche tradi: 
med as Sods tiong foloweth the tranſgreſſion ot goddes com⸗ 
awo. maundementes, and a moꝛe deuotion in the ob; 
Ho'pnes of ſeruing ot luche thinges, and a greater conſciece 
is common's in bzeakynge of them, then ofthe commaunde⸗ 
occaſion that mentes of God. As the Scribes and Phariſeis 
Sed fo ſuperſticiouſly x ſcrupulouſly kepte the Sab⸗ 
both, that they were offended w Chuiſt, becauſe 

he healed ſicke men: a with his apoſtles,becauſe 

they beyng loze hongzpe, gathered the eares of 

cone to eate, vppon that dape. And becauſe hys 

diſciples waſſhed not their hãdes ſo often as the 
kradictons requyzed,the Scribes and Phariſets 

Math. v. quareled with Chult, ſaying:X0hy do thy dilci⸗ 
ples bzeake the tradicions ofthe ſeniours⸗ But 

 Chiiſte obtected againſte them, that they fo2 to 

obſerue their owe tradictos, did teache men to 

bzeake the verpcommaundementes of god. Foz 

they taught the people ſuche a deuocto, that they 

offered their gooddes into the treaſure houſe of 

the temple, vader the pꝛetence afgoddes honour, 

leauing they fathers 4 mothers(to whome they 

ho were chiekly bounde ) vnholpẽ: And ſo thep brake 
„ the cömaundementes of god tokepe their owne 
tradicions. Thepeſtemed moze an othe, made by 
- thegoide oz oblacion in the temple, than an othe 
made in the name ot god him kelke, oz of the tem⸗ 

ple. They wer moe ſtudious to pay the ir tythes 

of ſinall thinges, then to do the greater thinges 

-*: * conumaundedo\ God, as wozkeg ol mercy, or to 


1 Of workes “ 55 
do iuſtice, oꝛ to deale ſyncerely, bpꝛyghtlye, and 
faythfully with God and man (thele ſaith Chziſt path rt 
ought to be done az thother not omitted.) And to 
de thozte, they were of ſo blynde iudgement, that 

they ſtumbled at a ſtrawe, ⁊ leped ouer a blocke: 

they would, as it wer nicely take a fly out of their 

tup, and dꝛynke doune a whole camel. And ther⸗ 

foze Chzilt called them blynde guides, warnyng 

his dilciples fro tyme to tyme, to eſchewe their 

doctrine. Fo2 although they lemed to the wozlde 

to be moſte perkite men, bothe in liuyng and tea⸗ 


2 447 


the ſtede of goddes commar:ndementes. Thus 
haue yon heard, howe muche the woꝛld fromthe 
begynning vntyll Chꝛiſtes tyme, was euer redy 
to fall from the commaundementes of God, and 
to leke other meanes to honoꝛ and ſerue him, af= 
tet a deuocion imagyned of their owne heades: 
and how they extolled theyz owne tradicions, as 
high oꝛ aboue gods commaundementes, whiche 
hath happened alſo in our tymes (the moze it is 
to be lamented) no leſſe then it dyd emonge the 
Jewes, and that by the coꝛrupcion, oꝛat the leaſt 
by the negligence of them that chtefely ought to 
haue pzeferred Gods commaundementes, and 
to haue pꝛeſerued the ſincere and heauenlye doc⸗ 
frine left by Chꝛiſt. What mi hauing anpiudge⸗ 
ment oz learn png, toyned with n 5 
” g 


Of wozkes. 
God, doth not ſee and lament to haue entered in 
to Chziltes religion, ſuche falſe doctrine, ſuper⸗ 
ſticion. idolatry, hipocriſie, and other enoꝛmities 
and abuſes, ſo as by lytle and lytle thoꝛough the 
ſower leuẽ theroł, the ſwete bꝛead ok gods hol⸗ 
ty wo2de hath bene muche hindzed and layed a- 
parte.Neuer had the Jewes in their moſt blind- 
nes, ſo manye pylgrimages vnto Images. 102 
oled ſo muche kneelyng, kiſſpng, and cenſyng ok 
theym, as hath ben bled in our tpme. Dectes & 
kained religtõs wer nether the koꝛty part ſo ma- 
nye emong the Jewes, noz moze ſuperticiouſly 
and vngodty abuſed,the of late dapes they haue 
Sectes ite: bene emong vs: whiche ſectes and religions, had 
igtons emög ſo manye hypocriticall wozkes in theyze (tate of 
anden men. retigion (as they arrogitly named it) that their 
lampes(as theyſayde)ranne alwapes ouer, able 
to ſatiſtye, not onelp foz their owne ſinnes, but 
alſo foz al other their benefactoꝛs, bꝛothers, and 
ſiſters of their religis,as moſt vngodly a crafte- 
lyethey had perſwaded the multitude of igno⸗ 
rant people: keppng in divers places as it were 
martes 02 markettes of merites, beyng full of 
their holy reliques, images, chzines # wozkes of 
ſupererogacion, redy tobe ſolde, And al thinges 
whiche they had, were called holpe, holy coules, 
holy gyꝛdles, holy pardoned beades, holp ſhoes, 
holp rules, & al full of holynes. Ind what thing 
can be moze folifh,moze ſuperſticious, oz vngods 
lo then that men, womẽ  childzen, ſhoulde wear 
a [tiers coat to deliuer thẽ frõ agues oz * 


Of woꝛkes. 
oz when they dye oꝛ when they be buried, cauſe it 
to be caſt vpon them, in hope therby to be laued. 
Wohiche ſuperittcion,althoughe (thankes be to 
God)it hath bene litle vſed in this realme, yet in 
diuers other realmes, it hath bene @ pet is vled, 
among manp, both learned and vnlearned. But 
to palle ouer the innumerable luperſticioulnes, 
that hath bene in ſtraunge apparel, in lilence, in 
dozmitoꝛp, in cloyſter, in chapter, in choice of mea 
tes, and in dꝛynkes, and ſuche lyke thynges : let 
vs conſidze, what enozmities and abules haue 
bene, in the thze chyefe pꝛincipal poinctes, whiche 
' they called the the eſſenctalles of religion, that 
is to lap, obedience, chaſtitie, # wpifull pouertie. 
Fyꝛſt; vnder pꝛetence oł obedience to they fa= 
ther in religion ( whiche obedience they made the h 14 
ſelues) they wer exempted by they2 tules and ca⸗ of ccligion, 
nons, from the obedience of theyz natural father 
and mother, a from the obedience of Emperoure 
and kyng, and al tempozal power, whom of very 
duety by Gods lawes, they were bound to obep, 
And lo the pꝛokeſſion of thepz obedience not due, 
was a renunciation of they2 due obedience. And 
how theyꝛ pzofeſſton of chaſtitie was oblexued, it 
is moze honeſtie to paſſe ouet in ſilence, c let the 
wozld iudge of that, whiche is wel knowen, then 
with vnchaſt wozdes, by expꝛeſlyng of they vn⸗ 
chaſt lite, to offende chaſt & godly eares. And as 
koʒ theyꝛ wylkul pouertie, it was luche, that when 
in poſſeſſions, Jewels ſplate and riches, they wer 
equal oz aboue marchantes, gentilmen, Barons 
TC E. l: ecearles 
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earles anddukes, yet by this ſubtpll ſophiſtital 
terme, propriũ in comuni, they deluded the wozlde, 
perluadyng, that notwithſtandyng al theyz pol⸗ 
feſſtons #riches,yet they obletued they vowe, * 
were in wylful pouertie. But foz all their riches, 
they might neyther helpe kather noꝛ mother, noz 
other that wer in dede very nedy and pooze, with⸗ 
out the licece of their father ab vot, pztoz, oz war⸗ 
den. And yet they might take of cuery man, but 
they might not geue ought to any man, no not to 
thein, whom the lawes of God, bounde them to 
helpe. And lo thzough they: tradicions & rules, 
the lawes of God could beare no rule with them. 
Ind therfoze of thein might be moſt truely lapd, 
that, whiche Chꝛiſt ſpake vnto the Pyarilies, 
Pou bzeake the commaundementes of God, by 
pour tradicions, pou hono2 God with your Iyp- 
pes, but pour heartes be tarre from him. And the 
longer pꝛapers thep bſed by dap # by night, vn- 
der pzetence of ſuche holynes, to get the kauoꝛ of 
wydowes other ſimple tolkes, that they might 
[png trentals 4 letutce, fo: thepz huſbandes and 
frenoes, a admit them into they; ſuffrages : the 
moꝛe truly ts verified of the the ſaiyng of Chalk, 
Wo be fo pou Dctibes and Phatiſies, hypocti⸗ 
tes, fo pou deuour -wpdewes houles; vnder co⸗ 
lour of long pzayers, therfoze pour dampnacion 
ſhall be the greater. Wo be to you Scribes and 
Phariſies, hypocrites, fozyou go about by ſea d 
by land, to make ino noutces and newe bzethzen, 
t when thep be admitted of pouc lecte, you 1 
= them 
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thi the childzen ot hel, wozſe then pour lelues be. 
Honoꝛ be to God, who did put light in the heart 
ot his kaythkul # true mintiter of mooſt famoule 
memozp.kyng Henty the eight, and gaue hiin the 
knowledge ok his woꝛde, and an earneſt affectio 
to ſeke his gloꝛy. and to put away al luche ſuper⸗ 
ſtictous and Pharilaical ſectes, by Antechziſt in⸗ 
uented, and let vp againſt the true woꝛde ol God 
and gloꝛp ot his mooſt bleſſed name, as he gaue 
the lyke ſpirite vnto the moſt noble and fkamou lo 
pꝛinces, Joſaphat, Joſias and Ezechias. God 
graunt all vs the kynges highnes fayrhiuil and 
true ſubiectes, to keede of the lwete and lauozpe 
bzead of Gods owne woꝛde, and (as Chaiſt com⸗ 
maunded)to echewe al out Phaciſaical and pa⸗ 
piſtical leuen of mans fapned religion: whiche, 
although it were befoze God molt abhominable 
and contrary to Gods commaundementes, and 
Chziſtes pure religion. yet it was extolled, to be 
a moſt godly life, and higheſt ſtate of perfection, 
As though ama might be moze godly and moze 


perfite by kepyng the rules, tradicions, c pzofe(= 


tons of men, then by keping the holy commaun⸗ 

dementes of God. And bzekely to paſſe ouer the 
vngodly d counterfeyte religions, let vs reherle 
ſome other kyndes of papiſtical ſuperſticions, & 
abuſes, as of bcades, of lady pſalters and roſa⸗ 
tyes, of. xv. Oos, of S. Barnardes verles, of 
laynct Agaths letters, of purgatozy, of Paſſes 
fatiſfactozy, of ſtaciofs and Jubiltes, of fayned 
teliques, ofhalowed * , bzeade, was 
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ter. almes, candels, fyꝛe, and luche other of ſu⸗ 
perſticious faſtinges,of Fraternities, of pardos 
with ſuche like marchandiſe, whiche were lo eſte⸗ 
med and abuſed to the great pꝛeiudice of Gods 
glozy & coininaundeinentes, that they wer made 
molt high and molt holy thynges, wherby to at⸗ 
tayne to the eternal life,o2 remiſſion of ſinne.pea 
Dectees and Allo Vayne inuencions, vnfruittul ceremonies, 4 
dectetals. pngodlp lawes, decrees and counſels of Rome, 
were in ſuche wyle auaunced, that nothyng was 
thought coparable in authoutte, wiſedome, lear⸗ 
nyng and godlynes, vnto the. So that the lawes 
of Rome as they ſayd, were to be receyued of ail 
men, as the.iiii. Cuangeliſtes: to the whiche all 
la wes of pzinces mult geue place. Ind the lawes 
of God alſo, partly were omitted & lelle eſtemed, 
that the ſayd lawes, decrees d coũlels, with their 
tradicions and ceremonies, might be moe duely 
obſerued, c had in greater reuerence. Thus was 
the people thꝛough ignozance ſo blinded with the 
goodly ſhewe and apparaunce of thoſe thynges, 
that they thought the obleruyng ok them to be a 
moze holynes, a moze perkite leruice & honozyng 
of God, and moze plealpng to God, then the kea⸗ 
pyng of Gods commaundementes. Suche hath 
bene the cozrupt inclinacion of ini euer, ſuperſti⸗ 
cioully geuen to make newehonozyng of GOD, 
ok his owne head, and then to haue moze affectio 
and deuocion to obſerue that, then to ſearche out 
Gods holy comaundementes,and to kepe them. 
And furthermoze to tabe Gods ann 
02 
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foʒ mens comaundeientes, & mens cõmaunde⸗ 
mentes koz Gods cõmaundementes, yea and koz 
the higheſt, # moſt perkite and holy, of all Gods 
comaundementes. And lo was all confuſed, that 
ſcant wel lerned men, e but a ſmal ntunbze of the, 
knewe, oz at the leſt would know, x durſt affirme 
the trueth, to (ſeperate Gods comaundementes, 
from thecomaundementes of men: Whervpon 
did growe muche errour, ſuperſticton, ydolatry; 
vapyne religion, pꝛepaſterous tudgement, great 
contencion, with all vngodly liuyng. 

Wherkoze, as you haue any zeale to the right a erhoztac. 
and pure honozyng of God, as ye haue any re- pot gods 
garde to pour owne ſoules, and to the lpłe that commaunde⸗ 
is to come, whiche is bothe without payne, and *. 
without ende, apply pour ſelues chiefly aboue al 
thing, to reade and to heare Gods wozde, mare 
diligently thetin, what his wyll is pou (hal do, & 
with all pour endeuour apply pour ſelues to ko⸗ 
lo we the ſame. Fpꝛſt you muſt haue an aſſured a 6:ere rchce- 
fayth in God, and geue your lelues wholy vnto f3tof s0pe | 
him, loue him in p2oſperitie and aduerſitie , and mentcs. 
dꝛead to offend him eucrmoze. Then koꝛ his lake. 
loue all men, frendes ⁊ foes, becauſe they be his 
creacion and pmage, # redemed by Chiilt as ye . 
are. Caſt in your myndes how pou map do good 
vnto all men,. vnto youre powers, and hurtc no 
man. Obey all pour ſuperioꝛs and goucrnouts, 
ſerue your mayſicrs faythfully and diligently, 
alwel in their abſences in their pꝛeſence, not fo2 
dꝛeade of puniſhement onclp, but koz conſcience 
E lit. labze 
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fake, knowyng that you are bounde ſo to do, by 
Gods commaundementes.Dilobep not your faz 
thers and mothers; buthonoz them, helpe them, 
and pleaſe them to your power. Oppꝛeſſe not, ii 
not, beat not, neythet llaunder no2 hate any man, 
but loue al men, ſpeake wel of all men, helpe and 
ſuccour ettery man as you map, pea euen poure 
enempes that hate you , that ſpcake euyl of pou, 
and that do hurt you, Take no mans gooddes, 
no2 couet pour netghbours goodes wꝛongkully, 
but content your [clues with that, whiche ye get 
truelp, and allo beſtowe your owne goodes cha⸗ 
titably,as nede and cale requireth. Fleall ydo- 
latry,witchecrafte,@ pertury: Commit no maner 
of adultry, koznication. no2 other vnchaſtnes, in 
wyll noz in deede with any other mans wyfe, wp- 
dowe, mayde, 02 otherwyle. Ind trauailyng cõ⸗ 
tinually duryng pour like thus, in the obleruyng 
the cõmaundementes ot God (wherin conliſteth 
the pure, pꝛincipal and direct honoz of God, and 

whiche G O D hath ozdapned to be the right 
trade and pathway vnto heauen:) Pou ſhal 
not faple as Chailt hath pzonuted, to 
come to that bleſſed and eternal lyfe, 
where you [Hal liue in glozy and 
toy with God foz euer. 
To whom be laude, honoz and imperp 
foꝛ euer and euer. Amen. 
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Jed V good to be taught vnto 

md. N Vchziſten people, there is no⸗ 

I Pals N thyng moze neceſſary to be 
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| 7 foz that all maner of woz⸗ 

es ot righteoulſnes be cõ⸗ 

tayned in it, as allo that the decay therof, is the 
tuyne of the wozlide, the baniſhment of vertue, # 


the cauſe of all vice, Ind koꝛſomuche as almooſt 


euery man maketh and kramech to him ſelke cha- 
tit tier his owne appetyte, and how deteſtable 
ſoeuer his lite be, doth vnto God and man, vet he 
perluadeth with him ſelte ſtyll that he hath cha⸗ 
ritie: Therfoze you ſhall heare nowe a true and 
plapn deſcrtpcton of-Charitie, not of mens yma- 
ginacion, but of the very wozdes and example of 
dur ſauiour Jeſus Cyniſt. In whiche deicripcion 
euety man, (as it were in a glaſſe) may conſidꝛe 
him ſelke. and fe playnly without errour, whether 
he be in the true charitie oz not. 


Chatity is to loue God with al our heart, al our What Gars 


life, and all out powers x ſttength With all our. 
heartithat is to lay, ̊ dur heartes mund, a ſtudy 
be ſet to beleue his woꝛde, to tvuſt un hun, and to 
loue him aboue all oti per thynges b welontheſt 
in heauen oz in pearth. 
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him and his honoz,and our whole like geuen by- 
to the ſeruice of him aboue al thpnges, with him 
to iyue and dye, and to fozſake al otherthynges, 
rather then him. Foz he that loueth his father oz 
mother, ſonne 02 daughter, hauſe oz lande, moze 
then me( ſayeth Chziſt) is not wozthy to haue me. 
With al our powers, that is to ſap, that with our 
handes and feete, with our eyes and eares, our 
mouthes and tonges, c with al other partes and 
powers; both of body aud ſoule, we ſhould be ge⸗ 
ven to the kepyng a fulkillyng of his commaun⸗ 
dementes . This is the fy2it and pzincipal part 
of charitie, but it is not the whole: Foz chatitie is 
alſo to loue euery man, good and euil, frende and 
foe: And whatloeuer cauſe be geuen totheron⸗ 
trary;yet neuertheles to beate good wyll cheart 
vnto ettery man to vſe our ſelues wel vnto them 
as wel in wozdes and countenaunce, as in al our 
out warde actes and deedes. Foz ſo Chꝛiſt him 
ſelke taught, and lo aiſo he perkourmed in deede. 
Ol the loue of GDD he taught in this wiſe vn⸗ 
to a Doctoz of the lawe that aſked him, whiche 
was the great and chielcommaundement in the 
lawe⸗Loue thy Loꝛde God layd Chziſt) with all 
thy heart, with al thy life and with al thy mynde. 


And ok the loue that we ought to haue among 
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our ſelues eche to-other.he teacheth vs thus, you 
haue heard it taught in tymes paſt: Thou ſhalt 
loue thy frende; and hate thy foe, but J tell vou 
loue your enempes, peak l well ok them that dik⸗ 
fame vou, and fpeake euil of you, dg wel to 1 

2 that 
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that hate you; p2ay fo: them that vere and perle- 
cute you:thatyou may be the childzen of your fa 
ther that is in heauen. Foz he maketh his lonne 
to xyſe bothe pon the euil and good, and ledeth 
ravne to iuſt and vniuſte. Foz yt you loue them 
that loue you, what reward (hall you haue: Do 
not the publicang lykewyſe! And pk you ſpeake 
well only of them, that be your bzethzen & deere⸗ 
beloued krandeg what great matter is that ⸗ doo 
not the heathen the lame allo « Thele be the ve- 
rye woꝛdes ol our Sauiour Chziſt hym ſelt tou⸗ 
ching the lone ol our neybour. And fo: almuche 
as the Phariſeis (with their mooſt peſtilent tra⸗ 
dicions; kalſe interpꝛetacions & gloſes) had coz⸗ 
cupted, and al moſte clerely ſtopped bp this pure 
well of Goddes Jyuely woꝛde, teaching that thig 
loue Echaritſe perteyned only to a mas frendes, 
and that it was ſufficientfo2a man to loue them 
whiche do loue hym, and to hate his kooes:there⸗ 
fo:e Chꝛiſt opened this well agayne, purged it, & 
ſcoured it. bygeuing vnto his godly lawol cha⸗ 
ritie.a true nclere interpʒetacion, which is this: 


That we ought to loue euery man, bothe frende 


and fooe, adding therto, what comoditie we ſhal 
hauetherby,and what incomoditie by doing the 
contrary. What thing can we wiſſhe lo good fo; 
bs; as the eternall heauẽly father, to repute and 
take vs fo2 his childꝛẽ: And this ſhall we be lure 
ot (ſaith Chziſt, ) yt we loue euery man withoute 
exoeption. nd yt we do otherwile (aich he) we be 
no better then the Phariſeis, Publicanes , and 
JELLY — Deatheu> 
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Heathen, & ſhal haue our reward with them, that 
is to be excluded krom the number ok gods electe 
chyldzen, and from his euerlaſtyng inherttaunce 
in heauen. Thus of true charitie, Chꝛiſt taught, 
that euery man is bounde to loue God aboue all 
thynges, and to loue euery man, krende and koe. 
And thus lykewyſe he dyd vle hym ſelfe, exhoz- 
tyng hys aduerſartes, rebukynge the kaultes of 
his aduerſaries. and whan he coulde not amende 
them. yet he pzayed foz them. Fyꝛſt he lou ed God 
his father aboue all thynges, ſo muche that he 
ſought not his owne glozy and wil, but the glozy 
0b. v. and wyl of his father: J leeke not(layde he) mne 
owne wyll, but the will dt hym that ſent me. Noz 
he refuſed not to dye, to ſatiſtye his fathers wyll, 
Watz. xv ſaping. yf it map be. let this cup of death go from 
me, yt not, thy wyll be done, and not inyne. He lo⸗ 
ued alſo not onely his krendes, but allo his ene⸗ 
mies, whiche in their hartes bare excedyng great 
hatred agaynſt hym, and in their tongues lpake 
al euyl ot hym, and in they? actes and dedes pur⸗ 
ſuyed hym with all their might and power, euen 
vnto deathe. Pet all thys notwithſtandynge, he 
withdꝛewe not his fauour from them, but ſtyl lo⸗ 
ued them, pꝛeched vnto the, ok loue rebuked they? 
falſe docttine, their wicked liuing, and dyd good 
vnto them, pacientlye accepting whatloeuer they 
ſpake oꝛ dyd agaynſt him. When they gaue hym 
euyl woꝛdes, he gaue prove Very again, when they 
dyd ſtryke him, he did not mite again: And when 
he ſuffred death. he did not llea them, no: 1 
em, 


them, but pꝛaped foz them, a referred all thinges | 
to his fathers will. Ind as a ſhepe 5 is led vnto Ef. 
the ſhambles to be Mayne, and as a lambe that is 
ſhozneof his fleſhe, make no noyſe noꝛ reſiftencc; 
euen ſo wet he vnto his death, wout any repug- 
naũce 03 openyng of his mouth, to lay any eupll. 
'THVS haue J delcrybed vnto you, what 
charitie is, aſwell by the doctrine, as by theraple 
of Chꝛiſt hym ſelf, Wherby alſo euery man may 
without errour know hym ſelke, what ſtate a con⸗ 
dicion he ſtandeth in, whether he be in charitie, 
(and ſo the chylde of the father in heauen) oz not. 
Foz, although almoſte euery manne perſwadeth 
hym lelke to be in charitie, yet lette hym exampne 
none other man,. but his owne harte, his lyte and 
conuerſacion, and he ſhall not be decepued, but 
truly decerne and fudge * in perkpte 
charitte oz not. Fo2 he that foloweth not his owne 
appetite and will, but geueth hyin ſelfe erneſtlye 
to God,to do al his wil and commaundementes, 
he mayebe ſure, that heloueth God aboue all 
thynges, and els lurelye he loueth hym not what 
foeuerhe pꝛetende: As Chaiſt ſayd, yfyeloue me, Joh. xi. 
keepe my commaundementes. Foz he that kno⸗ 
weth my commaundementes, and kepeth them, 
he it is (faith Chꝛiſt) that loueth me. And agayn 
he ſayth: he that loueth me, wyll kepe my wozde, 
and my father wyll loue hym, and we wyll bothe 
come to hym, and dwelle with hym. And he that 
loueth me not, wyll not kepemp woozdes . And 
lykewyle, he that beareth good harte a mynde, d 
| F. ii. vleth 
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vieth wel his tongue, and dedes vnto euety mz, 
krende and fooe, he mayeknowe thereby that he 
hath charitie. And then he is ſure alſo, that al- 
| mightie God; taketh hym koz hys deere beloued 
ohn. it. ſonne, as ſainct Johan lait: Hereby manikeſtly 
| are knowen the childzen of god, from the childzẽ 
of the deuill. Foz wholoeyer dothe not loue 5s 
bꝛother, belongeth not vnto god. 
aal dn cat But the peruerle nature of man, coꝛrupt with 
| wyll notfoz- ſinne, and deſtitute of goddes woꝛde and grace, 
EZ —-mke thinketh it againſt al reaſon.thata man ſhoulde 
louehis ennemie, andhath manye'perſwaſions 
whiche induceth hym to the rontrarye. Agaynſte 
all whichereaſons, we oughte aſwell to lette the 
teaching, as the-lyutnge of oure lauiour Chziſt, 
who louing vs (when we were his enemies) doth 
teache vs to loue oure enemyes. He did paciẽtly 
take fo2 vs manp repzoches; ſuffered beatyng,s 
moſte cruel deathe; Therfozewebeno membzes 
ofhym,yf-we will not folowe hym.Chzilt ( ſayeth 
Pete. u. ſainct Betet) ſuffted foz vs, lezuing an example 
FVRTHERMORE we muſte conlider that 
to loue oure frendes, is no moꝛe but that whiche 
theues, adulterers, hoinicides, and all wpcked 
. perſones doo: in ſoinuche;that Jewes, Turkes, 
Inkidelles, and al bꝛute beaſtes, doolouethem 
that be their frendes, of whome they haue they; 
Iyytng,o2 any other benekittes. But to loue ene⸗ 
mies, is the pꝛopꝛe condicidnonely ofthem, that 


be the childꝛen of god, the dilciples and 3 
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Of charitce, 
of Chꝛiſte. Rotwithſtanding, mannes frowarde 
and coꝛrupte nature, wayeth ouer deepely many 
tymes the olfece c diſpleaſure done vnto hym by 
ennemies, and thynketh it a burden intollerable 
to be bounde to loue them, that hate hom. But 
the burden ſhuld be eaſy ynough, if( on the other 
ſide)euery man woulde cõſidze, what diſpleaſyre 
he hath doone to his ennemie agayne, and what 
pleaſure he hath receyued of his ennemy. And pk 
we fyndeno egall recompence, neyther in recep⸗ 
ning plealures of ourennemte, noz in rendzing 
diſplealure vnto hym agayne: then let vs pon⸗ 
dꝛe Þ dilpleaſures, whiche we haue done againſt 
almightye God, how often, and howe greuoully 
we haue offended hym. Wherof, yf we wyl haue 
of God kozgeuenes, there is none other meane, 
but to foꝛgeue thoffences, done vnto vs, whiche 
be very final tn compariſon ok our offences done 
agaynſt god. 

AND pk we conſidꝛe that he, whiche hath ok⸗ 
kended vs, deſerueth not to be kozgeuen of vs, 
let vs conſidꝛe agayn that we much leſſe delerue 
to be koꝛgeuen of god. And although our enemie 
delerue not to be koꝛgeuen fo his owne ſake, yet 
we ought to koꝛgeue hym koꝛ Gods loue, conly= 
dering howe great and many benekites we haue 
receiued of hym, without our deſertes, and that 
Chailte hath delerued of vs, that fo: his ſake we 
ſhoulde foꝛgeue them their treſpalles committed 

agaynſt vs. f 
BVT here mape ryſe a neceſſarie queſtion to 
F. iii. be dil⸗ 


Charitie 
hath two of- 
fices, 


_ Of charitie, 

be diſſolued. Ik charitte require to thike,ſpeake, 
and do wel vnto euerp man, both good and eupl: 
How can magiſtrates execute iuſtice vppon ma⸗ 
lefactours, with charitte How can they caſt euyll 
men in pꝛplon, take awaye theyz goods, and ſom⸗ 
tyme their lyues, accoꝛdyng to lawes, yk charitie 
wyll not luffer them lo to doo? 

HEREVNT O iss plapyne d a bzete anſwere, 
that plages and punyſſhementes be not eupll ot 
them lelues, yk they be well taken of innocentes: 
and to an euil man, they are both good and necel⸗ 
larpe, # mape be executed, accozdyng to charitie, 
and with charitie ſhoulde be executed. Foz decla⸗ 
ration wherof, you ſhall vnderſtande, that chari⸗ 
tie hath two offices, the one contrary to thother, 
and yet bothe neceſſary to be vſed vpon menne of 
contrary ſozte, and diſpoſition. The one office of 
charitie is, to cherylſhe good and innocent men: 
Not to oppzeſſe them with falſe accuſactons, but 
to encozage them wyth rewardes to do well, and 
to perſeuer in well doynge. dekendyng them with 
the lwoꝛd fro their aduerſaries. Ind the office of 
Biſhops and Paltozs, is to laude good men foz 
well dopng. that they maye perſeuer therein, and 
to rebuke and cozrecte by the wozde of God, the 
offences and crymes of al euyl diſpoſed perſons, 

The other office is to rebuke, cozrecte and po⸗ 
nyſhe vice, without acceptacion of perſones, and 
this is to be bled agaynſt thein only, that be euil 
men and malefactours. And it is alwel the office 
of charitie, to rebuke, punyſhe and cozrecte * 

tha 


3 of I Pk charitie, 
that be euyl, as it is tocheryſhand reward then 
that be good and innocent. Sainct Paule decla⸗ = 
reth wzytyng to the Romaines, ſayinge: that the oma = 
high powers are oꝛdeyned of god, not to be dzeds 1 
full to them that do wel, but vnto malefactours, 
to dzawe the ſwozde, to take vengeaunce of hym 
that committeth the ſinne. And ſainct Paul byd⸗ 
deth Timothe conſtantly and vehemently, to re⸗ Timo. v. 
buke ſpnne,by the wozde of God. So that bothe 
offices ſhulde be diligently executed to impugne 
the kyngdome of the deupl: the pꝛeacher with the 
woꝛde, and the gouernour with the lwozde. 
Elles they loue nepther God, noz theym whome 
they gouerne, vf fo2 lacke of coʒrection, they wyl⸗ 
fully ſuffer god to be offended, and them whome 
the gouerne to peryſhe. Foz as euery loupng ka⸗ 
ther cozrecteth his naturall ſonne, when he doeth 
amiſſe,oz elles he loueth hym not: So all gouer- 
nours of Realmes,Countreys, Tounes, & hou⸗ 
ſes, ſhuld loutngly cozrecte them which be offen- 
ders vnder their gouernaunte: And cheriſh them 
whiche lyue innocently, pt they haue any reſpect, 
eyther vnto God and they? offyce, oz loue vnto 
them, of whome they haue gouernaunce, 
And ſuche rebukes and puniſhmentes of thein 
that offende, muſt be done in dewe tyme, leaſt by 
delay, the offenders fall headlinges into all ma⸗ 
ner of miſchlek, and not onelp be euil them ſelfes, 
but alſo do hurt vnto many men dꝛawyng other 
by their euil example, to ſinne and outrage after 
them. As one thieke may bothe robbe many men, 
. and 


Ok charitie. 
and alſo make many thiekes, and one ſediclous 
perſon may allure inany, and noye a hole towne 
02 contrey. And ſuche euyll perſonnes that be lo 
great offenders of god, #the.comon weale, cha: 
ritierequiteth tobe cut of from the bodye of the 
comon weale, leſt they coꝛrupte other good a ho⸗ 
neſt perlonnes: lyke as a good ſurgeon cutteth 
awaye a putrifyed, and feſtred imembze, foz loue 
he hathe to the whole bodye, leaſt it infecte other 
membzes adioynyng to it. Thus it is declared 
vnto you, what trewe charitie oz Chaiſtian loue 
ts, fo playnlye, that no man nede to be deceyued. 
Which loue wholocuer kepeth, not only toward 
god (whome he is bounde to loue aboue al thin⸗ 
ges) but alſo toward his neighbour, alwel krend 
as foo, it ſhall ſurely keepe hym from all offence 
of god, and iuſt offence of man. Therekoze beare 
well awayethys one ſhoꝛte leſſon, that by trewe 
chziſtian charitie, God ought to be loued aboue 
all thinges, and all men ought to be loued, good 
and euyl, frende and foo, c to all ſuche we ought 
(as we may) to doo good: thole that be good, of 
loue, to encozaget cheriſh, becauſe they be good, 
and thoſe that be euill, of loue, to pzocure they? 
cozreccion and dewe puniſhment, that they mape 
thereby, eyther be bzought to goodnes, oz at the 
leſt, that god and the common welth maye be the 
leſſe hurte and offended. Ind pk we thus directe 
our lyfe, by chꝛiſtian lone x chartitie, then Chziſte 
doth pꝛomiſe, and aſſure ds. that he loueth vs, 
that we be the chyldzen of oure heauenly father, 
4 reconciled 


 Ofcharſtie, 


ceconcyled tohys fauoure, verye membzes of 
Chziſte, and that after thys ſhozte tyme of thys 
pꝛelent and moztall lyfe, we ſhall haue with hym 
eternall lyfe,inhys euerlaſtyng kingdome 

ok heauen : Therekoze to hym, with 
the father and holy gooſte, be 

all honour and glozy, 

no we and euer. 


Amen. 
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[ Imyghtye God, tothe intente his 
mob holye name ſhoulde be had in 
honoure, and euermoꝛe be magni⸗ 
Ekied ok the people, cõmaundeth that 
uo mãſhould take his name vain⸗ 
Aye in hys mouthe, thꝛeatenyng pu⸗ 
niſhment vnto hym, that vnreuerently abuſeth 
it, by lwearyng foꝛlwearyng and blaſphempe. 
To the entente therefoze, that this tommaunde⸗ 
ment mape be the better knowen and kept, it ſhall 
be declared vnto you, bothe howe it is lawfult 
foz Chꝛiſtian people to (weare;and alſo what pe⸗ 
ryll and daunger it ts, vaynlpe to (wears; oꝛ to be 
koꝛſwome. 


ie #8 towfuy, Fpꝛſt, when Judges requyze othes of the people 
8oſwears, for declaracion ot the trueth, oz for exccucion of 


Juſtice.thys mancr of ſwearpng is lawfull. Allo 
when men make fapthtul promiſes: with atteſta- 
cion of the name of God, to oblerue conenantes:; 
honeſte pꝛomiſes, ſtatutes, lawes, and good cu⸗ 
ſtoincs, as Chziſtian pzinces do in their concluſi⸗ 
ons of peace, foꝛ conſeruactõ of tommon welthes: 
And pꝛiuate perſons, pꝛomile their fidelitieinma⸗ 
trimonp, oꝛ one to an other in honeſt and trewe 
frendſhip : And all men, when they do lweare to 
kepe commen lawes, oz locali ſtatutes, and good 


cuſtomes foz dewe oꝛdꝛe to be had and continued 


amonge men: when lubiectes dooe ſweare to be 
true and faythful to thepz kynge and ſoueraigne 
| loꝛdẽ 
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Of ſwearyng, 
lozde: And wheniudges, magiſtrates; and off? 
cers ſweare, trewlye to execute they; offices, and 
when a man woulde affirme thecruthe.to the ſet⸗ 
tyng furth of gods gloꝛye (fo2 the ſaluacton of 
the people) in open pꝛeaching of the golpell, oz in 
getpnge of good counſaple, pꝛiuatelpe foz theyʒ 
ſoules health. All theſe maner of lwearynges koꝛ 
cauſes neceſſarie # honeſt, be lawfull, But when 
men doſweareof cuſtome, in reaſonpng, byinge 
and ſellynge, oz other dayly communication (as 
many be common i great ſwearers) ſuche kynde 
of ſwearyng is vngodly, vnlawkull, and pꝛohi⸗ 
bited by the commaundement of god. Foz luche 
lwearyng is nothing elles but takyng of goddes 
hollye name in vayne . And here is to be noted, 
that lawful ſwearyng is not koꝛbidden, vut com⸗ 
maunded of almightie God. Foz we haue exam⸗ 


ples of Chzilt, and godly men in holy ſcripture, 
that did ſweare them ſelues, aud requpꝛed othes 
of other lykewiſe. And goddes commaundement 
is: thou ſhall dzeade thy Lozde God, and ſhalte 
lweare by his name. Ind almightie God by hys Deut. vi. 
pꝛophet Dauid, ſapeth: All men ſhall be pꝛayſed 


that ſweareth by hom. . 
IT H VS dyd our ſauiour Chziſte ſweare di⸗ 

uerſe tymes. ſapinge: verely verely. And ſainct 

Paule ſweareth thus: J call god to wytneſſe. 

And Abzaham (waxyyg olde) requpꝛed an othe 

of hys ſeruaunte, that he ſhoulde pꝛocure a wyke | 
foz hys ſonne Fſaac, whiche ſhoulde come of hys Gen. ut. 
owne kyndꝛed: and * lweare ay 
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Of wearing. 
he woulde perkourme hys maſters will.Jbzaham 
alfo beynge required, dyd fweare vnto Abime⸗ 
lech, the kyng of Gerarts, that he ſhould not hurt 
hym, noꝛ hys poſterytie. And ſo lykewyſe did Þbi- 
Stne ni. melech lweare vnto Abzaham. And Danid dyd 
ſweare to be, and continewe a faythfull frende to 
Jonathas , and Jonathas dyd ſweare to become 
a faythfull frend vnto Dauid. 
ALSO, God once commaunded, that pk a 
thynge were layde to pledge to any man.ozlefte 
with hym to kepe, yk the ſame thyng were ſtolne, 
oz loſt. that the keper therof ſhoulde be \wozne be- 
foze tudges, that he dyd not conuey it away, noꝛ 
bſed any deceyte, in cauſpnge the ſame to be con- - 
yeyed awape, by hys conſent ozknowledge.And 
ſainet Paul ſapeth: that in all matters of contro⸗ 
uerſie betwene two perſones, where as one fayth 
yea, and the other nay: ſo as no dewe p2ofe can 
be had ok the truthe, the ende of euery ſuche con- 
trouerfie muſt be an othe miniſtred by a iudge. 
And moze ouer. God by the Pꝛophete Hieremie, 
Petre,ctt, lapeth: Thou ſhalte fweare, the loꝛde liueth, in 
truthe, in iudgement, in righteouſnes. So that 
E. who fo ſweareth when he is required ofa tudge, 
lette hym be ſure in hys conſctence that his othe 
haue theſe thze condictons, & he ſhall neuer nede 
to be atraped ot periur rx. . 
Whateadice FIRST E he that (wearcth muſte ſweare 
onsalawtull truly: that is, hemuſt(ſecludyng all fauour and 
ove ous9tt® atfeccion to the parties) haue the truethe only be⸗ 
boze his eyes, and foz loue therof, ſay and 9 
0 a at 
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Okkwearing. 
that, whiche he knoweth to be trueth, and no futz 
ther. The leconde is:he that taketh an othe muſte 
do it with indgement, notraſhly and vnaduiſed- 
ly: but ſoberly, conlideryng what an othe is. 
The thyꝛde is: he that fweareth, muſte ſweare in 
ryghteouſnes, that is, foꝛ the very ʒtale and loue 
whiche he beareth to the defence of innocencie, to 
the mayntenaunce of the truthe, and to rightoul⸗ 
nes of the matter oz cauſe, all pzofite.diſpzofite, 
all loue, aud fauour vnto the perſon, koz frende- We we 
ſhyp oz kyndꝛed, layde aparte. Thus an othe, (pk ve wpico in 
it hath with it, thele thze condicions) is a part of aer be 
goddes glozy, whiche we are bounde by his com⸗ the name of 
maundement, to gyue vnto hym. Foxhe willeth Bod, 
that we ſhall ſweare onelye by hys name: Not 
that hehath pleaſure in oure othcs, but lyke as 
he commannded the Jewes to offre ſacrifices vn⸗ 
tohxim;not foꝛ any delyght that he had in them, 
but to kepe the Jewes from committing of Ido⸗ 
latrie: ſo he commaunding vs to ſweare by hys 
holp name, docth not teache vs, that he delygh⸗ 
teth in \wearynge, but he thereby foꝛbyddeth all 
menne to gyue hys glozy to any creature, in hea- 
Uen, carthe., oz water. Hytherto pou ſee that o⸗ 
thes lawkull, are commaunded of God, vled of 
Patriarches and Pꝛophetes, of Chziſte him ſelfe, 
and ok hys Apoſtle Paule. Therefoze Chziſten ond 
people muſte thynke la wekull othes bothe God⸗ ties hadde by 
Iye and neceſſarye. 10 by lawfull pzomiles and I 
couenauntes confyumed by othes, Pꝛinces and cerac, 
theyz countryes ate confirmed in common tran⸗ 
Glu.  guilitis 
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uillitie and peace. By holy pꝛomiſes, with atte: 

ſtation. of gods name, we be made liuelye mem⸗ 

bꝛes of Chzilte, when we pꝛofelſe hys religion re⸗ 

cepuing the Sacrament of baptiſme. Bp lyke ho⸗ 

ly pꝛomiſe, the Sacrament of matrimonpe knit⸗ 

teth man and wyke, in perpetuall loue: that they 

deſyze not to be ſeparated, foʒ any diſpleaſure oz 

üduerſitie that ſhall after happen. 

Vp lawkull othes, whiche kynges, ptrices 

tudges, and magiſtrates doo ſweare, commune 

lawes are kepte inuiolate, tyffice is indifferent- 

ly miniſtred, innocent perſones, oꝛphanes, wyd⸗ 

dowes, and pooꝛe men, are defended from mur⸗ 

therers, oppꝛeſſours, and thefes, that they ſuffre 

no wrong noꝛ take any harme. By lawful othes; 

mutuall ſoctetie.amitie, and good oꝛdꝛe is kepte 

continually in all communalties, as bozowghes 

cities, townes, and villages, And by lawkull 
othes, malefactoures are ſearched oute, wzonge 

doers are puniſſhed, and they whiche ſuſtapne 

wꝛonge, are reſtoꝛed to theyꝛ ryghte. Therefoze 

lawfull ſwearyng can not de euyll, whiche bꝛyn⸗ 

geth vnto vs, ſo many godly, good, and neceſſa⸗ 

rie commodities. Wherkoꝛe when Chꝛiſt ſo ear⸗ 

neſtly foꝛbad ſwearyng, it mapye not be ſo vnder⸗ 

ſtauded, as thoughe he dyd fozbyd all manner 
nn. ok othes, but he koꝛbyddeth all vapnc ſwearyng, 
tyngefozbid, and fozſwearyng, bothe hy God and hys creatu- 
den. res, as the commen vlc of lwearyng, in bying ſel⸗ 
e, lyng, and in our dayly communication, to then⸗ 
tent euere Chꝛiſten mans wozde, choulde yr 4 
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well regarded in ſuche matters; as y 
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ded as an othe. And Chꝛiloſtome witneſſing the 
ſame, ſapcth: It is not conuenient to ſweare: Foꝛ 
what nedeth vs to lweare, when it is not lawfull 
kaʒ one of vs, to make a lye vnto another. 
Peraduenture ſome wyll ſaye: J am compel⸗ 
led to ſweare, koꝛ elles menne that doe commen 
with me, oz do bye and ſel with me, wel not beleue 
me. To this anſwereth ſainct Chꝛiſoſtome, that 
he that thus ſayeth, ſheweth hym ſelt to be an vn⸗ 
tuſt, and a deceytkull perſonne : foꝛ płhe were a 
truſtie manne, and hys dedes taken to agre with 
his woꝛdes, he ſhoulde not nede to lweare at all. 
Foz hethat vſeth truthe and playneneſſe in hys 
bargapninge and commtmication, he ſhallhaue 
no nede by ſuche vayne ſwearyng to bꝛyng hym 
felfe in credence with hys neyghboures, noꝛ hys 
neyghbaurs wyll not miſtruſt his ſapinges.. 
And yk his credence be ſo muche loſt in dede, that 
he thynketh no man will beleue hym without he 
kweare, than he mape wel thynke, hys creden e is 


co 3 he höulde 
 confirme hys communication withan othe; Fox 
tuery Chꝛiſten mannes woꝛde (layth faincte te ⸗ 


cleane gone Fox truthe it is (as Theophilactus 
wziteth) that no man is leſſe truſted, than he that 


vleth muche to ſweare: And almightie God by 
the wiſe man ſayeth: thut man whiche ſweareth 
muche, ſhall be kull ok ſinne, and the ſcourge of: 
god, ſhall not departe from his houle. 
BV here ſome men will ſape,foz Feulynge 
. bk thein 
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: Ok ſwearing⸗ 
of cheyt many. othes in theyz daylye talke, why 
ſhoulde J not ſwrare, when I (weare ttewely⸗ 
Co ſuche menne it ma ye be ſapde: that though 
they ſweare trewly, yet in wearpng often vitad- 
viledlp, foz trifles, without neceſſitie, and when 
they ſhoulde not ſweare, they be not withoute 
kaulte, but do take goddes moſte holy name in 
vayne. Muche moze vngodly and vnwyſe inen 
are they, that abuſe goddes moſt holy name, not 
onely in biyng and ſellyng of ſmal thinges day⸗ 

ly in al places, but alſo in eatyng.dzinking,play- 

ing, commonyng, and reaſoning : as pk none of 

theſe thynges myght be done, except in doyng of 

them, the moſte holy name of god, be commonly 

bled and abuſed, vapnly and vnreuerentlp tal⸗ 

ked ol, lwoꝛne by and fozſwozne,to the bꝛeakynge 

of goddes commaundement, and pꝛocuremente 

of his indignacion. And aſwell they vle the name 

of God in vayne, that by an othe make lawfull 

pꝛomiſes of good and honeſte thynges, and per⸗ 

kourme them not, as they whiche do pꝛomiſe euel 

and vnlawfull thinges, c do perkourme the lame, 

YZ - FOtfluchementhat regarde not theyz godly pꝛo⸗ 
p 1 miles, comfirmed by an othe, but wittinglye and 
miles would Wilfully bzeaketh them, we do reade in holy ſcrip⸗ 
be better re* ture, two notable punyſhmentes. Firſt Joſueand 
gerded. the people ok Jſradl, made a leage and faythfull 
pꝛomiſe of perpetuall amitic and frendſhip with 

the Gabaonites : notwichſtandyng, afterwarde 

in thedapes of wycked Saul, many of theſe Ga- 

bFontes were murdered, contrarye to the layde 

| fapthkull 


Oklwear ing. 
kapthkull pꝛomes made. Wherwith almightye: 
God was lo ſoze diſpleaſed, that he ſent an vni⸗ 
nerfallfamyn, vpon the whole countrye, whiche 
tontinued by the lpace ofthze peares. And God 
woulde not withdzawehys puniſchment, bntyl 
the layde offence was reuenged by the deatheof 
ſeuen ſonnes,02 nexte kynſemen of inge Saul. 1. Nes xt. 
Allo, where as Sedechias, kyng ok Jeruſalem, 
had pꝛomiſed fidelptie to the kynge of Chaldea: 
afterward, when Sedechias, cõtrarp to his othe 
and allegeaunce, dyd rebel agaynſt kyng Nabus 
godonoſoꝛ: this heathen kynge, by goddes per⸗ 
miſſion, inuading the lande of Jewzye.,and beſy4 
geing the citte of Jeruſalem,compelled the ſaide, 
kyng Sedechias to flee, and in fleyng, toke hym 
pꝛyloner, llewe hys ſonnes befoze hys face, and 

put out bothe hys eyes, and byndyng hym with 

— * ledde hym pꝛiloner iniſerably into Bas 

TH vs doth god ſhew plainly, howe muche he 
abhozreth bꝛetzers of honeſt pzomiſes, confirmed mnlaw ru. 
by an othe made in his name. Ind ok them, that arne 
make wicked pꝛomiles by an othe, and will pers to be kept. 
kourme the lame. we haue exaͤple in the ſcripture, 

chiefly ol Herode, of ß wicked Jewes\x of Jeph⸗ wath.zt« 
thah. Herode pꝛomiled by an othe, vnto the da⸗ 5 
moſel, vohiche daunſed bekoze hym, to geue onto 
her, what ſo euer che woulde alke, when che was 
inſtructed befoze, ok her wycked mother, to arne 
the head of ſatncte John Baptiſte, Herode, as he 
tobe a wicked othe, ſo he moꝛe 1 e 

. g . | me 


med the ſame, and cruelly ſlewe the mooſte holy 
Pꝛophete. Lpkewiſe dyd the malicious Jewes 
make an othe, curſynge them lelues, yk they dyd 
dene,  epther eat 0zdzynke, butyl they Bad lerne ſayne 
aule. Ind Jephthah,when God had geuen to 
im victozie, ot the childzen of Ammon, pꝛonuſed 

ofa folych deuocion vnto God, to offre oz a ſa⸗ 
crifice vnto him, that perſon, which of hys owne 
houſe ſhoulde fyꝛſt mete wyth hym, after his re: 
turne home. By fozce of whiche konde and vnad- 
uiſed othe, he did ſley his owne,and onely daugh⸗ 
ter, which came out ofhis houſe, with myꝛth and 
tope, to welcome hym home. Thus the pꝛomple, 
whiche he made moſte folyſhly to god, agayaſte 
Gods eternall wyll, and the lawe ok nature, moſt 
crewelly heperfourmed, fo committyng a gainſt 

god, double offence. Therkoze, wholdeuer ma⸗ 
beth any pzomiſe, bynding hym lelke therevato 

by an othe, let hym koelee, that the thing whiche 

he pꝛomiſeth, be good, honeſt, and not agaynſte 

the commaundemente of God, and that it be in 
dure owne power, toperfourine it iuũlpe. Ind 
luche good pꝛomiſes muſte all men keepe, euer⸗ 
moꝛe alluredly, But pf a man at anp tyme ſhall, 
erther ok ignoꝛaunce. oz ot maltce, pzomyſe and 
ſweare to do any thyng, which is eytheragaynſt 

the lawe of almyghtie God, oꝛ not in his power 
5 take it, foz an vnlawkull 

| ngodlyothe, - 

ne.. NOV V ſomethyngto ſpeakeof periurie, to 
thentent you Houldknowe,howe great and gre 
e e eee, 
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_ Offwearing 
uous an offence agaynſte God thys wilfull per⸗ 
turyeis:J wpllheweyou, what it ts to tatze an 
othe befoze a iudge, vpon a boke. Fyzit , when 
they laying theyz handes vpon the Golpell bote 
do ſweare trewly to enquire, and to make a trew 
pꝛeſentmet of thinges, where with they be char⸗ 
ged, and not to let from laping the trueth, and 
doyng trewlp, foꝛ fauour, lone: dꝛede, nor malice 
of any perſon, as God mape helpe them, and the 
holy contentes of that boke. They muſtconſidze 
that in that boke is contained, gods euerlaſtinge 
trueth, his moſte holy and eternal woꝛde, where⸗ 
by we haue foꝛgeuenes ol our ſinnes, # be made 
inheritoꝛs of heauen, to liue foz euer, with gods 
aungels and his ſainctes; in toye and gladnes. 
In the Golpell boke is contapned alſo, Goddes 
terrible thzeatesto obſtinate ſpnners, that wpll 
not amende their lyues, noꝛ beleue the trueth of 
God his holy woꝛde, and the euerlaſtyng payne 
pꝛepared in hell, oz pdolatours, hypocrites, foz 
falſe and vayneſwearers, koꝛ periured men ; foz 
falſe witnes bearers, koꝛ falle condemners ofin-- 
nocent and giltles men, and koꝛ them, whiche fox 
fauour, hideth the crimes ok malekactours, that 
they choulde not be punpſhed. So that, who lo 
euer wilkullp kozlweareth hym ſelfe,vpon Chats 


tes holy Enangelie, they btterlp fozſakegoddes 


mercie, goodnes, and trueth, the merites of our 
ſauiour Chziſtes natifiitie, life, paſſion, deathe, 
reſurreccton,and aſcencion. They refuſe the koz⸗ 
geuenes of lunes, pꝛompſed to all penttent ſin⸗ 


_—* HOfiwearing 
ners, the ioyes of eanen, the copanie with aunz 
gels and lainctes Lor euer. All whiche benefites 
andconfoztes,arepzomiſed vnto true Chziftian 
rlones, inthe Solpell. And they,lo beyng foz- 
wozne pon the golpell : do betake them ſelues 
to the deuplles leruice, the Mapſter ok all lyes, 
kalched, deceyte #periury, pzouokyng the great 
indignacion, and curſe of God, agaynſte them in 
this lyle, and the terrible wzath and iudgement 
ok oure ſauiour Chziſte, at the great daye of the 
laſt iudgement,when he chall iuſtly iudge, both 
the quicke and the dead, accoꝛdyng to they; woꝛ⸗ 
kes, Foz whoſoeuer fozſaketh the truth, foz lone 
oz diſpleaſure of any man, oʒ foz lucre and pꝛolit 
tohymCelfe, doth koꝛlake Chziſte, and with Ju⸗ 


das betrapeth him. | 
|  Thonohvee,, AND although ſuche perlured mennes falſes 
 - Caryeeſcape hode, be nowe kepte ſecrete, pet it chal be opened 
| bere vnipi® at khe laſt day, when the lecretes of al mens har⸗ 
ed, it hall teg, chal be manifell to all the wozlde. Ind then 
ger lo 6 the trueth hall appeare, and accuſe 5 N and 
: they; owne conſcience, with all the bleſſed copas 
nye ofheauen, ſhall beare witnes truly agaynſt 
them. Ind Chꝛiſt the rightwiſe iudge, ſhall then 
i{uſtIpe condempne them, to euerlaſting ſhame @ 
deathe. This ſinne of periury,almighty God by 
gpalach.et, the pꝛophet Malachie, doth thꝛeaten topunythe 
ſoze,ſapingvnto the Jewes. A will come to pou 

in iudgement, and Þ wil bea lwifte witneg, and 

a ſharpe Judge vpon ſozcerers, adulterers, and 
Neher v. pexiuted perſones. Whiche thing to the Prophet 

| * 


-- --- Dfeweatings - 
$acharie, god declareth in a viſion, boherein the 
pꝛophet ſawe a booke flipng, which was twenty 
cubites long, and ten tubites bzode, god ſaying 
then vnto hym. This is the curſe, that ſhall goe 
koꝛth bpon the face ofthe earth, foz falſehoode, 
falſe ſwearyng.and periury. And this curſe ſhall 
entre into the houſe of the kalle man, and into the 
houſeof the periured man, and it ſhall remayne 
in the middeſt ofthe houſe,and conſume him, the 
tymbze, and ſtones of his houſe. Thus pou lee, 
howe muche god doth hate periurp, a what pus 
nychment god hath pꝛepared foz falſeſwearers, 
and periured perſones. ER YE 

THVS pou haue heard, how, and in what 
cauſes,it is lawfull foz a Chziſtiã mi toſweare. 
pe haue heard, what pꝛoperties, and codicions,a 
lawful othe muſt haue, and alſo how ſuche lawe⸗ 
ful othes are both godly, and neceſſary tobe obs 
ferued.Pe haue hearde, that it is not lawefull to 
ſweare bainly (that is other wayes, thẽ in ſuche 
tauſeg, and afterſuchſozt as is declared. And ki⸗ 
nallp, pe haue heard, howe damnable a thyng it 
is, eyther to koꝛſweare our ſelfe, oʒ to kepe an vn⸗ 
lawful and vnaduiled othe. Wherkoze. let vs er⸗ 
neſtly cal foz grace, that all vayne ſwearing and 
periurp ſet a part, we may onely vſe ſuche othes, 
as be lawkul and godly, And that we map truly, 

without al fraude,obſerue the lame:accoꝛding 
to goddes will and pleaſure. To whome 
wdith the ſonne c holy gooſt, be all hos 
nuauour and gloꝛp. 2 5 
i. 
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FP oure goyng from God, the 
rem lapeth, that Pude 
was the fyzſt begynning: fox 
18 1 bpit mannes hart was tur⸗ 
FS ned from god his maker Foz 
. pzyde(Capth he)is the founs 
— ctapn ot ali ſinne, he that hath 
it, chall be full of curſynges, and at the ende, it 
chall ouerthꝛowe hym. 1 
And, as by pꝛyde and ſinne, we go from god, 

ſo ſhal god, and all goodneſſe with him, go krom 
vs. And the pꝛopet Ofee doth playnely affirme, 
that they, whiche go awape ſtyl from god, by vi⸗ 
tious lpuing, and pet woulde go aboute to paci⸗ 
kie him other wiſle, by lacrikice, and entertain him 
thereby, they labour in vayne, Foꝛ not withſtan⸗ 
dyng al theyꝛ ſacrifyce, pet he goeth ſtyll awaye 
from them. Foz ſo muche (faith the pꝛophet) as 
they do not apply their mynde, to returne to god 
although they go aboute with whole flockes and 
heardes,toſeke the loꝛde, pet they chall not fynde 


% 


bym,foz he is gone awaye krom them. 
But as touchynge oure turnyng to god, oz from 
god: vou ſhall vnderftand, that it ma ye be done 
diuerle wapes. Some tymes directlpe, by pdola⸗ 
try, as Iſrael and Juda than did. Some tymes 
men go from god, by lacke of faythe; and miſtru⸗ 
ſtynge of god; Whereol Elate ſpeateth 6 (his 

Pie: 


_ Oflwearing 
wile: Wo to them that godowne into Egipt, to Eta 
ſeke fo2 helpe, truſtyng in hozſes, and hanynge 
confidence in the numbꝛe ok chariotteg, and puil⸗ 
ſaunce ot hoꝛſemen. They haue no confidence in 
the holy God of Jſrael,noz ſeke foꝛ the loꝛd. But 
what koloweth⸗ The L oꝛd chall let his hand fall 
vpon them, and downe chall come, bothe the hel⸗ 
per, and he that is holpẽ. They ſhall be deſtroped 
all together. | 2646 | 
. SOMEtymemengoofromgod, bythe neg- 
lectynge of his commaundementes, concerning 
they2 neyghbours, whiche commaundeth them, 
to expzeſſe hartye loue,towardes euery man, as 
$acharie ſayde vnto the people in gods behalfe: chatte vit 
Geue true iudgement, chewe mercye and com⸗ 
paſſion, euery one to his bꝛother. pmagyn no des 
ceyte towardes wydowes, oz chyldzen fatherleg 
and motherles, to warde ſtraunger oz the pooze: 
let no man foꝛge enyll in his harte, agaynſt hys 
brother. But theſe thynges they paſſed not ok, 
they turned thepꝛ backes, and went theyz wape, 
they topped they eares, that they myghte not 
heare, they hardened they2 hartes, as an Ada- 
mat ſtone, that they might not liſten to thelawe 
andthe woꝛdes, that the Lozd hadſentthzough , 
his holy ſpirit, by his aunctent pzophetes. 
woherefoze the loꝛde ſhewed hys great indigna⸗ GC 
tion vpon them: It came to paſſe ( ſaith the pz0- 
phet) euen as J tolde theym, as they would not 
heare, ſo when they tryed, they were not hearde, 
but were diſperſed into all kyngdomes, _— a 
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Of wearing. 

| ſhep neuer anewe: and their lande was made dei 
| ſolate. And to be ſhozt, all they that maye not as 
| |  bydethewozdeof god, but lolo wing the perſua» 
| ſions, and ſtubbernes of their owne hartes, goo 
Dfeeem.vil, backward,andnot fo2ward(as it is fapde Je 
Ouise. ſupee ke nye) they goe and turne awaye from God. In 
&Gxod,ho, xii, lo muche that Ozigine ſapth. Be that w mynde, 
with ſtudy, with deedes,with thought and care, 
applyeth him ſeife to gods wozde , and thinketh 
bpon his lawes. day and night, geueth hym ſelfe 
wholy to god, and in his pꝛeceptes and comanns 
dements is exertiſed: this is he, that is turned to 
god. And on the other parte (he ſayth). Wholo⸗ 
euer is occupied with fables a wa, when the 
woꝛde ok god is reherſed:he is turned 


d krom god. 
Wholoeuer in tyme of readyng goddes worde, 
is car etull in his mynde, ol woꝛldlpe dulpnes, ot 
money,02 of lucre: he is turned from god. WW ho⸗ 
ſoeuer is intangled with the cares ok poſſeſſions, 
kylled with couetoulueſſe of rychelle, whoſoeuer 
ſtudieth, foz the glozy and honour of this wozld, 

he is turned from god. Do that after his mynde 

whoſoeuer hathnota ſpecial mynde to the thing 
that is commaunded, oz taughte ot god: he that 
doth not liGen vnto it, imbꝛaſe @ pꝛint it in his 
hart, to the intent that he may duely faſhion hys 
lyfethereaſter, he is playnly turned from God, 
although he do other thynges, ok his ovone Des 
nocion and mynde, whiche to hym ſemeth better 
and moze to goddes honoz. Whiche thyng to be 
brue, we be taught and admoniſhed in ” — 

+ crip 


kcripture, by example of king Saul, who beyng 

. commaunded of-God by Samuel, that he ſhould 

kyl all the Amalechites, and deſtroye them clere⸗ Ne. 

ly with their goodes, and cattals: Pet he beynge 

moned,partely with pitie, and partely( as he thou⸗ 

ght) with deuocion vnto god, laued Agag their 

Eng; and all the chtefe ol they: cattall⸗therwyth 

to make ſacritice vnto god. Wherewithall God 

beyng diſplealed hinhip, ſayde vnto the pꝛophete 

Samuel: J tepente, that euer J made Saul a 

kyng;foz he hath koꝛſaken me, and not followed 

my woꝛdes : and lo. he commaunded Samuel to 

ſhewe hom. And when Samuel aſked, wherfoxe 

(conttary t Gods worde) he had ſaued the cat⸗ 

tal, he excuſed the matter, partly by feare, ſaying 

he durſt do none other. koꝛ that the people woulde 

haue it ſo: partelp, koꝛ that they were goodly be⸗ 

- aſtes.he thought god woulde be contente;leyng it 
was done ofa good intent, and deuocion, to ho⸗ 
102 god, with the ſacrifice of then. 
BVT Samuel, repꝛouing all aue 


ind deuotious (ſeine they neuer fa much to gods 
honoz)yf they ſtande not with his woꝛde ( wherby 
we map be aſſured of hys pleaſure) ſayde in thys 
Wyſe: woulde god haue ſacritices aud offeringes⸗ 
oz rather that his woꝛde ſhoulde be obeyed? To 
obey hyin, is better then offerynges : and to liſten 
to hym, is better then to offer the fatte of Ram- 
ines.Pea, to repine againſt his voyce, is as euyll 
as the ſinne ot diuinacion:aànd not to agree to it. 
ts lykeabhominable * And nowe foꝛ 70 
115 i. muüc 


Of dezlining from God. 
mache as thou haſt caſte awaye the woꝛde ol the 
Ade hath caſt aware the, that thou nen 
| vor be kyng. 
15 Bp: all thele examples of holpe ſcriptt e, we 
be turning may knowe, that as we fozſake god: ſo ſhall he 
as euer kozlake vs. And what miſerable ſtate doth 
conſequently; and neteſſarily followe ther vpon, 
a man map eaſely nonſider by the terrible thꝛeat⸗ 
nyuges ot god. And aithough he conſidzenot all 
the layde unſerie to the vttermoſt;bepng ſo great 
that it paſſeth any mannes capacitie, in this lyfe. 
ſufticiently to conſidꝛe the lame:pct he ſhall ſoone 
percepue ſamuche therof, that pehis hart be not 
moe then ſtonp, oz harder then the adamant he 
chall feare, tremble and aquake;to. 2 che lame to 
his xemembzaunce, -  : 
FIRST E che diſpleaſure. of god towarde vs 
1s continonly expꝛeſſed in the ſeripture, by theſe 
two thynges: by ſhewynge his fearfull counte⸗ 
naunce vpon vs, and by turnyng his face oꝛ hy⸗ 
ding it from vs. By ſhewing his dzeadfull coun- 
tenaunce is ſignified his great wꝛath but by tur⸗ 
ning his face, oz hydyng ther:of, is many tymes 
moꝛe lignified, that is to ſaye, that he clerely fox- 
|| ſaketh vs, @geueth: vs ouer. The whiche ligni- 
ficacions be taken of the pzoperties of mens ma- 
1 ners. Foz men towardes them, whome they ka⸗ 
uour, commonly beare a good a cheretul, and a lo⸗ 
uing countenaunce, ſo that by the face oꝛ counte⸗ 
naunce oł à man, it doeth commonly appere, what 
wil oz mynde he vearneh towardes other. So 


when 
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Ok detlining krom God 
when god doth ſhewe his dzxeadful countenaunce 
towardes vs, that is to ſaye, doth ſeude dꝛedfull 
plagues, of ſwoꝛd, famin oꝛ peſtilence vpon vs. 
it appeareth that he is greatlye wzothe with vs. 


But when he withdzaweth from vs hys wozde, 


the ryght doctrine of Chziſte, his gracious aſſi- 
{tence and ayde, (whichc is euer ioyned to hys 
woꝛd) and leueth vs to our owne wit, oure owne 
wyll and ſtrengch: he declareth then, that he be⸗ 
ginneth to fozſake vs. Foz where as God hath 
ſhewed to all them, that trewly beleue his Gal⸗ 
pell his face of mercye, in Jeſus Chꝛiſte, whiche 
doeth fo lyghten theyꝛ hartes, that they (yt they 


beholde it, as they ought to do) be tranſfoꝛmed 


to his ymage be made partakers of that heauen⸗ 
ly light, and of his holy ſpirite, and be faſhioned 
to hym, in all goodnes: requiſite to the chyldꝛen 
ol god: ſo, pf they after. do neglecte the ſame, pf 
they be vnthankfull vnto hy, yr they oꝛdꝛe not 
they: liues, accoꝛding to his example x doctrine, 
and to the letting furth of hys glozy, he wyll take 
Away from them hys kingdome, his holy wozde, 
wherby he ſhoulde reygne in them, becauſe they 
— not furth the kruit therok, that he looketh 
foꝛ. Meuertheles he is ſo mercitul, and ot᷑ ſo long 
lufferaunce, that he doth not ſhew vpon vs that 


hzynke from his wozde, not beleuyng it, oꝛ not 


expreſſing it in our liuynges, kyꝛſte he doth lende 
his mellengers the true pꝛeachers ot hys wozde, 


J Us parte 
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greate wzathe ſodainly, but when we begynne to 


10 n vs of our dutie, that as he koꝛhys 
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Ok derlining from god. 
| parte, foꝛ the greate loue he bare vnto vs, deliue⸗ 
[ red his owne lonne to lulfer deathe, that we by 
his death, might be deltuered fromdeath, and be 
reſto2ed. to the tpfe eternall, euermoze to dwelle 
with him, to be partakers;and inheriters with 
him, ok his euerlaſtyng gloꝛpe, and kyngdome of 
heauen: ſo again that we foz our partes, ſhoulde 
þ *  walke in a Godlyelyfe, as becommeth hys chyl⸗ 
| dꝛen to do. And pk this wyll not ſerue, but ſttll we 
remapne difobedient to hys wozde and wyll not 
knowyng him, not louing him, not fearing him, 
not putting dure whole truſte and coͤnktdence in 
him: and on the other ſyde, to oure neyghbours 
behautng vs vncharitablye, by dildayne, enupe, 
malice, oz by committing murther robberpe, ad⸗ 
ultry, gluttoſip, deceyte, lying, Iweatyng, oꝛ other 
like deteſtable woꝛkes, and vngodly behauiour: 
| then he thzetencth-vs by terrible comminactons, 
[ Cwearyng in greate anger, that whoſoeuer doeth 
| theſe wozkes, ſhall neuer enter into his reſt, whi⸗ 


che is the kyngdome ol heauen. 
NOVVE, pf this gentle monicion and connni⸗ 
nacion together, do not ſerue, then god will ſhew 
his terrible countenaunee vpon vs he will powze 
intollerable plages vpon our heades, and after, 
| he will takeaway from vs, all hys aydeandaſſi- 
eb v. fence, wherwith bekoze he did delend vs from all 
lluche maner ok calamitie: Is the Euangelicall 
pzopher Klare agrevng vith-Chuites' parable, 
Math. yt, doeth teache'vs, ſuͤpinge: that God had made a 
oodly byneparde, fox hig beloued * 
| edged: 


S* 
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hedged it, he walled it rounde about, he planted 
it with cholen vynes, and made a Turret in the 
middes therof, and therin allo a wine pꝛeſſe. And 
when he loked that it ſhoulde bzyng hym furthe 
good grapes. it bzoughte kurthe wylde grapes: 
and after it followeth. Nowe ſhall I ſhewe vou. 
ſayeth god) what J wpl do with my vpneparde, 
A wyll plucke doune the hedges, that it may ne⸗ 
tyſh. I wyl bzeake doune the walles, that it may 
be troden vnder kote: J will let it lye waſte, it ſhalt 
not be cut, it ſhall not be dygged, but bꝛyers and 
thoznes ſhall ouergrowe it, & A chall commaunde 
the cloudes, that they ſhall nomoze rapne vpon it. 

BY thele thzeatenynges, we are monyſhed, 
that pf we, whiche are the choſen vyneyarde of 
God, bꝛynge notfurthe good grapes, that is to 


ſaye, good wozkes, that mape bedelectable, and 


pleaſaunt in his ſight, when he toketh fox theym, 
when he ſendeth his meſſengers, to call vpon vs 
fox than; but rather bzyng kurth wplde grapes, 
that is to ſay, ſowze wozkes, vnſwete, vnſauery. 
and vnkruteful: than wyll he plucke away al de⸗ 
fence, aud ſuffer greuous plages of fampne.,and 
battaple, derth @ death, to lyght vpon vs.Final- 
ly, pk theſe do not yet lerue, he wil let vs ly waſte, 
he wyll geue vs oucr, he will tyrne awayc from 
vs, he wyll dygge and delue no moꝛe aboute vs. 
he wyll let vs alone, and ſuffcr vs to bꝛyng furth, 
euen ſuche kruit as we wyl, to bꝛynge kurth bꝛam⸗ 
bles, ;bzyers, and thoznes, all naughtpnes, all 
| vice, and that ſo aboundauntlpe, that ny al 
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cleanie ouergtowe vs, ſuffocate, ſtrangle, and vt⸗ 
tetly deſtroye vs. But they that in is wozlde, 


knenot after god but after their owne carnal li⸗ 
bertte) percepue not this great wꝛath of god, to⸗ 
wardes them, that he will not dygge noz delue a⸗ 
ay moꝛc about them, that he doth let them alone 
eien to theinſelues.But they take this fo) a great 
benefit of god, to haue all at theyz owne libertie, 
and ſo they liue, as curnall lybertie were the true 
Hbertie of the goſpel. But god fozbyd good peo⸗ 
ple, that euer we ſhoulde delyꝛe ſuche libertie. Fox 
although god ſuffer ſomtimes the wicked to haue 
their pleaſure in this wozlde, pet the ende ol vn⸗ 
godly liuing, is at length eternall deſtruction, 

H Emurnuryng Ilraelttes, had that they 
longed foz,they had quayles ynoughe; yea tyll 
they were wery ol them. But what was the ende 
therof, thepz ſweete meate had ſowꝛe lauſe: euen 
whiles the meat was in theyꝛ mouthes, the plage 
of god lighted vpon them, and ſodaynlye they 
dyed, So, yf we lyue vngodlye, and God ſufle⸗ 
reth vs to kolowe * owne wylles. to haue oure 
owne delites and pleaſures, and cozrecteth vs 
not with ſome plage, it is no doubte,buthe is al⸗ 
moſte vtterly diſpleaſed with vs. And althoug 
it belonge oz he ſtryke, yet many tymes,when he 
ſtryketh luche perſons, he ſtryketh them at once, 
fo2 euer. So, that when he doeth not ſtryke vs, 


when he ceaſſeth to afflicte vs, to punyſh oz beate 


vs, and ſuffereth vs to runne headlynges in to 
Al vngodlpneſſe, and plealures of this * 
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chat we deltte in without puniſhment and aduer 
ſitie: it is a dꝛeadekul token, that he loueth vs no 
tenger, that he careth no lenger koꝛ vs, but hath 
geuen vs ouer, to our owne ſelues. 

Is long as a man doth pꝛoyne his vines doth 
digge at the rotes, and doeth laye freſh earth to 
them, he hath a mynde to them, he perceyueth 
fome token of fruptfulnes, that mape be recoue⸗ 
ted in them : but when he wyll beſtowe no moze 
ſuche coſte c labout about them then it is a ligne 
that he thinketh, they well neuer be good. And 
the father, allong as he loueth his chylde, he loo⸗ 
tzeth angrely, he coꝛrecteth him when he doetha⸗ 
mille, but when that ſerueth not, and vpon that 
he ceaſſeth from coꝛrection of hym, and ſuffereth 
hym to dooe what he lyſte hym ſelke: it is a ſigne, 
that he eutendeth to diſinherite hym, and to caſte 
hym awaye foꝛeuer. So ſurely, nothyng ſhoulde 
perce our hart fo foꝛe, and put vs in ſuch hoꝛryble 
feare, as when we knowe in our conſcience, that 
we haue greuouſly offended God, and do fo con- 
tinue, and that yet he ſtryketh not, but quietlye 
ſuffereth bs in the naughtynes that we haue de⸗ 
light in. Then ſpecially it is time to cry, and to cry 
again, as Dauid did: Caſt me not a waye, krõ thy E 
face: and take not away thy holy ſpirit from me. 
Lode turne not awape thy kace krom me, caſt not 
thy ſeruaunt awaye in dilpleaſure. Hyde not thy 
face fr6 me, leſt I be like to them. p go doune into 
hel. The whiche lamentable pzapers of hym, as 


they do cettifie vs, what hozrible VAyngtere they 


Pſalm xxvt. 


Plaln.colth 


of dt denn rom god. 
be in, from whome god turneth his face(foz that 
tyme; and as long as he ſo doeth) lo Goulde thep 
moue vs, to crye vpon God, with all oure harte, 
that we may not be bꝛought into that ſtate, whi⸗ 
che doubtleſſe is ſo ſoꝛowtul, ſo miſerable;andſo 
d2eadfull, as no tonge can ſufficic1 ly expzeſſe,0n 
any harte can thinke, 
- FOR what deadly grief may aman ſuppole 
it is; to be under che path of god to be foꝛlaben 
of hym, to haue his holy ſpirite, the authoz ol all 
goodnes, to be tatzen fromhym:to be bzought to 
to vile a condicion, that he chall be lefte mete 4 
no better purpoſe, then to be fox euer condemned 
to hell. Foz not onely ſuch places of Dauid bo ach 
ſhewe, that vpon the turninge ok gods face from 
any perlones, they ſhalbeleft bare krom all good⸗ 
nes, and farre krom hope ol remedy: but allo the 
place, recited laſt befoze of Eſai; doeth meane the 
ſame, whiche ſheweth that god at lengthe dothe 
ſo foꝛſake hys vnfruytful vineyarde, that he will 
not only ſutker it, to bzing furth wedes.,bzyers, & 
thoznes, but alfo further, to puniſh the vnkruite⸗ 
fulnes of it he ſapth;he will not cut it, he will not 
delue it, and he wyl commaunde the cloudes,that 
they ſhall not rapne vpon it, wherby is ſignified 
the teachyng ok hys holye wozde: whiche layncte 
Paule, after a lyke maner.erpzeſleth by planting 
ànd water ug, meanyng that he will take that a- 
wape krom them. 22 that they ſhall be no lenger 
ol his kingdome, they ſhall he no lenger gouer⸗ 
ned byhis holy Grit, ther ſhall be fruffrated of 
_ « 
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the grace and benefites that they had, and euet 
myght haue enioped thzough Chꝛiſte. They ſhal 
be dep2tued of the heauenly lyght, and life which 
they had in Chꝛiſte, whyles they abode in hom. 
They ſhalbe (as they were once) as men without 
God in this woꝛlde, oz rather in wozſe takynge, 
And to be ſhoꝛte, they ſhall be geuen into the po⸗ 
wer of the deuyll, which beareth the rule in al the 
that be caſt awaye from god, as he did in Saule 
and Judas, and generally in all ſuche, as woꝛke 
after their owne wylles, the chyldzen of diffidence 
and inkidelitie. | 
LE T vs beware therfoze good chziſtian peo⸗ 
ple, leaſt that we reiectyng goddes woꝛde (by the 
which we obtayne and retaine, true fapth in god) 
be not at lengthe caſt of ſo karre, that we become 
as the chyldꝛen of infidclitie , whiche bc of twoo 
ſoztes,farre dpuers,yea,alinoſte clene contrarpe: 
and pet bothe be verye karre from returnynge to 
God. The one loꝛte, onely wayinge theit ſinfulle 
and deteſtable liuing, with the right iudgemente 
and ſtrayghtnes of Goddes ryghteouſncs , be lo 
deſtitute of counſaple, and be fo comfortles , (as 
all they muſt nedes be.fcom whom the ſpirtte of 
countaple and comt᷑oꝛt is gone) that they wil not 
be perſuaded in their hartes, but that eyther god 
cannot, oꝛ els that he wyl not take them again to 
his fauour ana mercy. The other hearing the lo⸗ 
uyng and large pꝛomiſes ot gods mercye, and ſo 
not concepuing a right fapth therof, make thoſe 
p2oiniles larger than euer god did, truſting that 
8b although 
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although they continue in they; ſinneful and de⸗ 

teſtable liuyng neuer ſo long: yet that god at Þ 

ende of theyꝛ lyfe, wil ſhewe his mercy vpon the, 

and that then they wyll returne. And bothe thele 

two ſoꝛtes ofme be ina dampnable ſtate, and yet 
neuertheles God, (who wylleth not the death ol 

the wicked) hath ſhewed meanes, whereby bothe 

the ſame. yl they take hede in ſeaſon maye elcape, 
Againſt dil⸗ The firſte, as they do dꝛead goddes rightful iu⸗ 
peracion. (ice in puniſhyng ſynners ( whereby they ſhoulde 
be dilmayde,x ſhould diſpayze in deede, as tou⸗ 
chyng any hope that maye be in themſelues) ſo it 
Agalnd pr e the woulde conſtantlp beleue that goddes mer- 
Aumption. che is the remedye appoynted agaynſt ſuche dil⸗ 
papze and diſtruſt, not onely fox them, but gene⸗ 

rally — all that be ſoꝛy, and truely repentaunte, 

and wyll therewithall ſticke to goddes mercpe, 

they maye be ſure they ſhall obtayne mercpe, and 

enter into the poꝛte oz hauen of ſayegarde: into 

the whiche, whoſocucr doeth come, bethep bekoze 

tyme neuer ſo wycked, they ſhall be out of daun⸗ 

ger of euerlaſtyng damnacion. As god by Eze⸗ 

tel ſayth, what tyme loeuer the wicked doth re⸗ 

pente, and take earneſt and true repentaunce, J 

wyll kozget all his wickednes. ; 

THE other, as they be redy to beleue goddes 
pꝛomiſes, ſo they ſhoulde he as redy to beleue the 
thꝛeatnynges of god. As well they ſhould beleue 
the lawe, as the Golpell, dg well that there is an 
Helle and euerlaſtynge kyer, as that there is an 
heauen, and eyerlaſipng joye. Alwell they your 
ig beleue 
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beleue damnacion to be thzeatened to the wicked 
and euil doers, as laluaciõ to be pꝛomiled to the 
faythful in woꝛde and woꝛkes: aſwel they ſhould 
beleue god to be true in the one, as in the other. 
And the ſinners that continue in theyꝛ wicked li⸗ 
uyng, ought to thinke that the pꝛomyſes of gods 
mercy, and the goſpel, perteyneth not vnto them 
beyng in that ſtate, but oncly the la we, and thoſe 
ſcriptures, whiche contein the wzathe and indig- 
nacion of god, ⁊ his thzeatnynges:whiche ſhould 
certify them, that as they do ouer boldly pzcſume 
of goddes mercye, and liue difſolutelye, ſo docth 
God ſtyll moze and moze, withdzawe his mercye 
fro them: And he is lo pꝛouoked therbp to wꝛath 
at lengthe, that he deſtropeth luche pꝛeſumers, 
many tymes ſodaynly. Foz of ſuche ſainct Paule 
ſayde thus. When they ſhall ſay, it is peace, there 
is no daungier: then ſhall fodapne deſtruction 
come vpon them. 

LE I vs beware therefoꝛe of ſuchenaughtic 
boldcnes to linne, foz god whiche hath pꝛomiled 
his mercie to theim that be truly repentaunt (al⸗ 
though it be at the latter ende) hath not pꝛomy⸗ 
ſed to the pꝛelumptuous ſiner eyther that he ſhal 
haue longe Ipfe,ozthat he ſhall haue true repen⸗ 
tance at his laſt ende. But ſoz that purpole hath 
he made cuery mannes death vncertayn, that he 
ſhoulde not put hys hope in the ende, and in the 
meane ceaſon(to Godbes hpgh diſpleaſure) lyue 
vngodly. Wherkoꝛe, let vs all follow the coun⸗ 
layle ot the wyſemanne: Let vs 5 n 

uli. _Þ 
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to turne vnto the Loꝛde: Lette vs not putte ot 
from daye todape,foz ſodapnely ſhal his wꝛathe 
come, and in tyme ok vengeance, he ſhall deſtroye 
the wycked. Let vs therefoze turne betymes, and 
when we turne let vs pꝛaye to god, as Oſee tea⸗ 
cheth, ſaying Foꝛgeue vs al out ſynnes, receyue 
vs graciouſly. And ꝓt᷑ we tourne to hym with an 
humble and a very penitent harte, he will receyue 

vs to his fauour and grace fox his holy name 

ſake, foꝛ his pzomes ſake, fozhis truth and 
mercie ſake, pꝛomiſed to al tapthkul bele- 
uers in Jeſus Chꝛiſte his onely na⸗ 
tural ſonne. To whome the onlye 
ſauiour of the woꝛlde, with the 
father and the holy ghoſte, 
be al honour.gloꝛv, and 
power, woꝛld with⸗ 
out ende. A⸗ 
men. 


An erhoꝛtation agatalt 
the fearc of Deathe. 


is not to be maruapled, 
that woꝛldly men do feare 

l cto dye: Foz deth depziueth 

M the of all wozldly honozs, 

EC; 1 and poſſeſſions, in 
E 


IJE1[the frytcion whercok, the 
At woyldly ma counteth him 
[= Y ASSAM (elfe happp.ſolonge as he 
2 maye eniope them at hys 
owne pleaſure: and otherwyſe pk he be dilpofleſ(- 
ſed of the ſame, withoute hope of tecouerpe, then 
he can none other thynke of hymſelfe, but that he 
is vnhappy, becauſe he hath loſt his woꝛldly ioye 
and pleaſurc. Alas thynketh this carnal manne, 
(hall F now departe foz euer trom al my honozs, 
all my treaſures, from mp countrie, krendes, ry- 
ches, poſſelſions and woꝛldly pleaſures , whiche 
are my toye and hartes delyte⸗ Alas that euer p 
daye ſhall come, when all theſe J muſt byd fare- 
well at once, and neuer to entoye any of them at⸗ 
ter. Wherftoze it is not without great cauſe ſpo⸗ 
ken of the wiſe man: O death howe bitter and ſo⸗ 
wer is the remembzanrick of the, to a man that ly⸗ 
ueth in peace and pꝛoſperitie in his ſubſtaunce, 
to à man liuyng at eaſe, leadyngc his lyfe after 
his owne mynde. withoute trouble, and is ther⸗ 
withall well peimpered end fedde + There be o⸗ 
ther men, home this wozlbe doth not ſo grcate- - 
ly laughe vpon, but rather vexe à oppzcſie with 
poucr- 
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pouertie, ſickenes, oz ſome other aduerſitie. Pet 
they do feare death, partly, becauſe the fleſh ab⸗ 
hozreth naturally his owne ſoꝛowful diſſolucis; 
which death doth thzeatten vnto them: and part= 
ly by reaſon of ſpckeneſſes, and paynkul diſeaſcs 
whiche be moſte ſtrong panges, and agontes in 
the fleſh, aud vſe commonly to come to licke men 
befoze deathe, oz at the leaſt accompanpe deathe, 
whenloeuer it commeth. 

Although theſe two cauſes ſeme greate and 
weyghtie to a woꝛldly man, wherupon he is mo= 
ued to fear death, yet ther is another cauſe much 
greater then any of theſe afoze rehearſed : Fox 
whiche in deede he hath iuſt cauſe tofeare death» 
And that is the ſtate and condicion wher vnto at 
the laſt ende, death bzingeth al them ß haue their 
hartes fired vpo this wozld, without repentance 
and amendement. This ſtate ⁊ condicion ts cal⸗ 
led the ſeconde deathe, whiche vnto al ſuche ſhall 
enfue. after this bodely death. Ind this is that 
death whiche in dede ought to be dꝛeade and fea⸗ 
red, foz it is the euerlaſting loſſe withoute reme⸗ 
dy, of the grace and fauour of god, and of euer⸗ 
faſting toye, pleaſure and felicitie. And it is not 
onely the loſſe foꝛ euer of all theſe eternall plea⸗ 
ſires, hut alſo it is the condeinpnacion bothe of 
body and ſoule (withoute eyther appellacion, oz 
hope of redempcion) vnto euerlaſting paynes in 
hell. Unto this ſtate death ſent the vnmercykull 
and vngodly ryche man, that Luke ſpeaketh of 
in his goſpel, Who liuyng in al wealth and 15 

ure 
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ſure in this wozlde, and cheriſhing himſelfe dap⸗ 
ly with dayntie fare and gozgeous apparel.dil= 
piled pozc Lazar?, that lay pitifully at his gate, 
miſerably plaged, and ful of ſozes, and alſo gre⸗ 
yoully pyned with hunger. 

BOI H E theſe two were arreſted of death; 
whiche ſent Lazarus the pooze miſerable man by 
Angels, anon vnto Abzahams boſome, à place of 
ceſt, pleaſure and conſolacion : But the vnmer⸗ 
ciful ryche man deſcended doune into hel, and be⸗ 
ing in toꝛmentes, he cryed koꝛ comfoꝛt, complap⸗ 
ning of the intollerable payne that he luffered in 
that flambe of fper,but it was to late. So vnto 
this place, bodely death ſendeth all them, that in 
this woꝛlde hath their ioye and felicitic, all them 
that in this wozlde be vnfaythkull vnto god, and 
vncharitable vnto they neighbozs, lo dying w⸗ 
out repentance,and hope of gods mercy. Wher⸗ 
foxc it is nomaruapyle that the wozldly man fea⸗ 
rech death, foꝛ he hath muche moze caule lo to do, 
then he hym lelke doth conlydze. 


T Hs we ſee thze cauſes why wozldly men ye cirs; 


feare death. One, becauſe they (hall loſe thereby 
their wozldly honozs.ryches,poſleſſions, and all 


ful dilcales and bitter panges, which commonly 
men luffer, eyther befoze oz at the tyme of death: 
But the chief cauſe aboue al other, is the dꝛeade 
of the miſerable ſtate of eternal damnacion both 
of body and ſoule, whiche they feare ſhal folowe 
after theyz departing oute of the Wolde pea- 
| ures 


their hartes deſires. Another becauſe of þ pain- Theſeconde, ? 
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; fures of this pꝛeſent lyke. 


FOR theſecauſes be all moꝛtall wengi be 
geuen to the loue of this woꝛlde) both in fear and 
ſtate of death, through ſinne (as the holy Apoſtle 


lapeth ) ſo lõg as they liue here in this woꝛld. But 


(euerlaſting thikes be to almighty god foz euer) 


there is neuer one of all theſe cauſes, no noz yet 


thepaltogecther.Þ can make a true chiiſti5 man a 


kraped to dye ( which is þ very membꝛe of Chꝛiſt, 


the temple of the holy ghoſt, the ſonne of God, a 
the very inheritoz of the euerlaſtyng kingdom of 
heauen) but plapnly-contrary.he cocepueth great 
and many cauſes, vndoubtedly groũded vpon 
mkalltble and euerlaſtyng trueth of the woꝛde of 
God, which moue hym not onely to put away the 
fearc of bodely death, but alſo foꝛ the manyfolde 
benefites and ſinguler ee bes enſue 
vnto eyery fapthful perſon by reaſs of the ſame) 
to wplh.deſy2e.and long hartely fox it. Foz death 
(halbe to hym no death at all, but a very delyue⸗ 


 raunce from death from al paynes cares, and ſo⸗ 


rowes.mileries, and wzetchednes of this wolde, 
and the very entry into reſt, and a begynnyng of 
euerlaſtims tope.a taſting ot heauenly pleaſures, 
lo great. that neyther tong is able to expꝛeſſe, nei⸗ 
ther eye to ſee, noꝝ eare to heare the, no, noꝛ koꝛ a= 
ny earthly inãnes hart to conceyue them. So ex⸗ 
cedyng great benefites they be, which god our he 
uely father, by his mere mercy, and fox the loue of 
his ſonne Jeſus Chꝛiſt, hath taped vp in ſtoꝛe, a 
pꝛepared foʒ them that humbly ſubmit hls 
0 Gods 
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to Gods wyll, and euermoze bnfaynedly loue him 
krom the botome of their hartes. And we ought to 
beleue that death beyng ſlayne by Chzilte, can not 
kepe any mã, that ſiedkaltlyt truſteth in Chꝛiſt, vn⸗ 

der his perpetual tiranny, and ſubiection, but t that 
he ſhall ryſe krom death again, vnto gloꝛy at 5ᷣ laſt 
daye 2 by almyghty god, lyke as Chꝛyſt 
dur head dyd ryſe agapne,acco2dyng to Gods ap⸗ 
poyntment 8 thyꝛd day. Foꝛ S. Auguſtine ſayeth. 
The head goyng befoze, the members truſt to fol- 
lowe, and come after. And S. Paul laith:pt᷑ Chꝛiſt 
be riſen from the dead, we ſhall ryſe alſo from the 
ſame. And to cofozt al Chziſten perſons herein, ho⸗ 
ly ſcripture calleth this bodily death, a (lepe, wher⸗ 
in mans ſences be as it wer, taken krom hym. koꝛ a 
ſeaſon, and pet when he awaketh, he is moze freſſhe 
then he was, when he went to bed, ſo although we 
haue our ſoules ſeperated from oure bodyes, koꝛ a 
ſeaſon, pet at the generall reſurrection we ſhall be 
moxe freſhe, bewtifull and perfit, then we be nowe. 
Foz nowe we be moxtal, then we ſhal be immoztal, 
nowe inkecte with diuers infirmitics, then clearelp 
voyde of all moꝛtall infirmities, nowe we be ſub⸗ 
iecte to al carnall deſpers,then we ſhall be al ſpiri⸗ 
tuall, deſiryng nothing but gods gloꝛy c thynges 
eternal. Thus is the bodely death a doꝛe oz entring 
vnto lyke, and thertoze not ſo muche dzeadfull (if it 
be rightlye conlidered) as it is comfoztable: not a 
milchicfe,but a remedye of all miſchiefe, no enemy 
but à frende not a cruell tyꝛan, but a gentle gupde, 


teadyng vs not to moꝛtalitie, but to immoztalitie, 
5 L. i. not [6 
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notto-ſ029we and papne;but to ioye and pfealurs, 
aͤnd chat to enduro fo euer it it be thankefully ta- 
ken, and accepted as gods melſenger, and pacient⸗ 
ly boꝛne of vs foꝛ Chziſtes loue, that ſuffered mol? 
payntul death koꝛ our loue, to redeme vs fro death 
eternal. Accoꝛdyng here vuto lainet Paul fapeth, 
our lyfe is hidde with Chꝛiſt in God, but when our 
lyke ſhall appeare, then ſhall we alſo appeare with 
hym in gloꝛy: v ohy then ſhall we feare to dye: con⸗ 
fideryng the manifolde and confoztable pꝛomyſes 
ok the gotpeli,and of holye ſcriptures; God the fax 
ther hath geuẽ vs euerlaſting iife(faith S. Jhon) 
and this lyke is in his ſonne, he that hath the ſonne, 
hath lyke, and he that hath not the ſonne, hathe not 
lyfe. And this J wꝛote ( ſayeth l. John) to vou that 
beleue in the name of the ſoune of E od, that you 
maye knowe that pou haue euerlaſtynge lyte, and 
that you doo beleue vpon the name of the ſomie of. 
God. And our ſauiour Chziſte ſayeth, he that bele⸗ 
ueth in me. hath lpfeeuerlaſiyng, and J wyll rayſe 
him krom death to lyte at the laſt dap. Saint Paul 
alſo ſayeth, that Chꝛiſt is oꝛdayned x made of god, 
our ryghteduſnes our holynes and redempcion, to 
the entent that he whiche wyll glozp, ſhoulde gloꝛy 
in the loꝛde. S. Paulc dyd contemne and ſet lyttle 
by all other thynges, eſtemyng them as dung, whi⸗ 
che bekoꝛe he had in very great pꝛice, that he might 
bekounde in Chꝛiſte, to haue euerlaſtyng lyle, true 
Lollo fl. holines, righteouſnes and redempcion. Finally. S 
Paul maketh a playne argument in this wyſe. Jf 
dur heauenly father would not ſpare his owne 55 
„„ mos wet _ turalk 
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kural ſonne, but dyd geue him to death foꝛ vs, hoh 
can it be that with hym he ſhoulde not geue vs all 
chinges: Therkoꝛe yt we haue Chꝛiſt, then haue we 
with hym and by him, all good thynges, whatſde⸗ 
utt we can in our hartes wylh oz deſp2e; as victo⸗ 
ry ouer death ſinne, and hel, we haue the fauour orf 
god, peace with him, holines, wyledome, iuſtice, po⸗ 
wer, lyfe, redempcion, we haue by hym perpetualt 
helth, welth, ioye, and blyſſe euerlaſtyng. 

All thoſe therfoꝛe haue great cauſeto be full of 
iope, that be ioyned to Chiilt with true fapth; ſted⸗ 
kaſt hope, x perfit charitie, c not to feare death noꝛ 
euerlaſting damnacion.Foz death caunot depꝛyue 
them of Jeſu Chꝛiſte, noꝛ any ſinnecan condemne 
thein that are graffed ſurely in him, which is their 
onely iope, treaſure, and lyte. Let vs repente vs of 
dur ſiunes ameude our lyues, truſt in his mercye x 
ſatiſtaction aud death can neyther take hym from Roma u, 
vs, noꝛ vs from hym. Foꝛ than(as (. Paul ſayeth) 
whether we lyue oz dye, we be the Loꝛdes owne. 

And agayne he ſayth, Chꝛiſt dyd dye & roſe agayne 
becauſehe ſhoulde be Loꝛde bothe ol the dead and 
quicke. Then pt we be the lozdes owne when we be 
dead, it muſt nedes folow hat fuche tempoꝛal deth. | 
not onelp cannotharme vs, but alſo that it (hail 
muche be to oure pꝛokite, and ioyne vs vnto God, 
moꝛe perfectly. And therofthe chꝛiſtian harte may 
ſurely be certikyed by the inkallible trueth of holye 
lcripture. It is God ſaith S. Paule) whiche hath 
P2epared vs vnto immoxtalitie, and the ſame is he 
Whiche hath geuen vs an earneſt of the ſpirite. 

L. i. n 
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Ok thekeare of deathe. 

Cherkoꝛe let vs be alwapes of good comkozte, fot 
we knowe that ſo long as we be in the body, we be 
as it were far from god, in a ſtraunge cuntrey, ſub⸗ 
iecte to many perils, walking without perfit ſyght 
and knowledge of almyghty god, onely leyng hym 
by kaͤyth in holy ſetiptures. But we haue a coꝛage 
and delire, rather to be at home with god and oure 
ſauiour Chꝛiſt, farre from the body, where we map 
beholde his godhead as he is, kace to face, to our e⸗ 
uerlaſtyng comfozte.Thele be ſainct Payles woꝛ⸗ 

des in effecte, wherbp we may perceyucthatthelife 
in this woꝛlde, is reſembled to a Pilgrimage in a 
ſtraunge contrey far from God: and that death de⸗ 
liueryng vs from our bodies, doth ſeud vs ſtrayte 
home into oure owne countrepe, and maketh vs to 
dwell pꝛeſently with god fo euer, in perpetual reſt 
and quietneſſe. So that to dye is no loſſe, but pꝛo⸗ 
kite and wynnpug to all true chziſten people. 

. VVHAT loft the there that hanged on the Croſſe. 
with Chꝛiſt, by his bodely death! P ca, home muche 
dyd he gayne by it⸗ Did not our ſauiour (aye. vn⸗ 
to hym, this dape thou ſhalte be with me in Para= 
dilez Ind Lazarus that pitifull perſon (that laye 
befoze rhe rpche mannes gate payned with (ozes, 
and pyned with hungre)dyd not death hyghly pꝛo⸗ 
kite and pꝛomote hym ! Whiche by the miniſterye 
of Angelles ſent hom vnto Abzahams boſume, a 
place of reſt, ioye, and heauenly conſolacian. 

Let vs thinke none other ( good Chꝛiſtian people) 
but Chꝛiſte hath pꝛepared the ſaine toye andfelict= 
tie foz vs. that he prepared oz Lazarus @the _ 
e 8 Woher⸗ 
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Woherefoze lette vs ſtycke vnto his ſaluation, and 
gracious redeinpcion, and beleue his wozde, ſerue 


him krom our hartes, loue and obey him, aud what 
ſoeuer we haue dooenheretofoze contrarpeto hys 
moſte holy wyll. nowe lette vs repente in tyme, and 
hereafter ſtudye to correct our lyte, and doubte not 
we ſhall fpnde hym as mercyfull vnto vs, as he 


was eyther to Lazarus oz to the theke: Whole ex⸗ 
amples are wzytten in holy ſcripture, foz the com⸗ 
koꝛte ot theym that be ſpnners, and ſubiecte to ſoꝛ⸗ 
rowes, miſeries, and calamities in this woꝛzld, that 
they ſhould not deſpayꝛe in Goddes mercye, but e⸗ 
uer truſt therby to haue foꝛgeueneſſe of their lyn⸗ 
nes, and lpke euerlaſtynge, as Lazarus and the 
thefe had. 

Thus J truſte euerye Chriſten manne perceyueth 
by the inkallible wooꝛde of GO 2, that bodelye 
Deathe can not harme noꝛ hynder theym that tru⸗ 
ly beleue in Chaiſte, but contrarye wyle ſhall pꝛo⸗ 
kytte, and pꝛomote the Chailtenſoules, which be⸗ 
vng truly penitent foꝛ they: offences, departe hence 
in perfect charitie, and in lure truſte, that G OD 
is mercpkull to theym, koꝛgeupnge thep2 ſynnes, 
= = merites of Jelus Chuille, his onely natu- 
tail forme 


eth deathe whenloeuer it commeth. This feare is 
the feare of the krayle fleſhe, and a naturalt paſſi= 
an thefongynge vnto the nature of a moztall. man: 
But trus 


1 Eſeconde cauſe why ſome do keare deathe, The ſrconds 


cauſe 


isſoze ſpckeneſſe, and greuoule-paynes, whiche do 
partly come befoze deathe, and partly accompant⸗ death. 


whye 
do kars 
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But true kayth in goddes Nomen aud: regard ok 
the paynes and panges whiche poi the 
crofle;tufferedfoz vs miſerable ſinners, with.conſi: 
deracion ofthetope und euerlaſting lyke to come in 
heauen wyll mitigate thole paynes, and moderate 
this keare, that «hall neuer be able to ouerthzowe 
the hartye deſpze and gladnelle, that the Chꝛiſtian 
ſoule hath to 4 — this cozrupt body, 
that it maye come to the gracious pꝛeſence of oure 
fauiour Jeſus Chꝛiſte. It we beleue ſtedfaſtly the 
wuoꝛde of God, we ſhall perceyue that ſuche bode⸗ 
ly ſickenelle,panges of death, oꝛ whatſoeuer dolo⸗ 
rous panes we ſuffer eyther befoze oz with death, 
be nothing els in chziſten men but the rodde of our 
heauenly and louing father,wherwith he merctkul⸗ 
Ip coꝛrecteth vs, eyther to trye and declare the faith 
of his patient chyldꝛen, that they mape be kounde 
laudable⸗glozious, & honozable in his light, when 
Jeſus Chxiſt ſhalbe openly ſhewed to be the tudge 
ok all the — oz elles to chaſten and amende in 
them, whatloeuer offendeth his fatherly aud gract= 
ous goodneſle, leſt they ſhould periſh euerlaſting⸗ 
ly. And this his cozrectyng rodde, is common to al 
them, that be trulye his: therfoze let vs caſt awaye 
the burdẽ of linne, that lyeth ſo heuy in our neckes. 
and returne vnto God by true penaunce, à amend⸗ 
ment ot᷑ out liues. Let vs with pacience rũne thys 
Courſe that is apoynted ſuffryng ( foꝛ his ſake that 
dyed fo; out ſaluation) all ſozowes and panges of 
— death it ſelf toyfully when god ſendeth it 
to bn our eyes fixed euer vppon the heade 

| and ca⸗ 
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ond capttayne of our faythe, Jeſus Chꝛiſte: ho 
conſideryng the tope that he ſhould come vuto ) ca⸗ 


red neyther foz the ſhame noꝛ payne of deathe, but 
wyllyngly conkoꝛmyng his wyl to his fathers wil, 
moſte pacientlye ſuffred the moſte ſhamefull and 
pda inkull deathe of the croſſe, beyng innocent. And 
nowe therkoze he is exalted in heauen, and euerla⸗ 
ſtyngly ſitteth on the ryght hande of the thꝛone of 

god the kather. Let vs call to our remẽbꝛaũce ther- 
ke the lyfe and toyes of heauen.that are kept fax 
al them that paciently doo fuffer here with Chziſt: 
and conſider that Chꝛiſte ſuffered all his — 
paͤſſion by ſpnners, and foz ſynners, and than we 
ſhal with pacience, and the moze eaſply, ſuffer ſuchs 
ſozowes and paynes whan they come. Let vs not 


ſet at lyght the chaſtifing of the Loꝛde, noz grudge bo. ra 


at him, noꝛ fallfromhym.,when of hym we be coz⸗ 
rected;foz the loꝛde loueth them, whom he dath coꝛ⸗ 
rect, and beateth euery one, whomehe taketh to be 
his childe. What chylde is that ( ſayth ſainct Paul) 
whom the father loueth and doth not chaſtice ⸗ It 
pe be without goddes coꝛrection( whiche al his wel 
beloued à true chyldꝛen haue) then be you but ba⸗ 
tardes, ſmally regarded of God, and not his true 
chyldꝛen. Thereloꝛe, ſeeyng that when we haue in 
earth our carnall fathers to be oure cozrectozs, we 
do feare them, and reuerently take their cozrection. 
ſhal we not muche moze be in ſubiection to GOD 
our ſpiritual father, by whom we ſhal haue eternal 
we ⸗ And our carnal fathers fometpme cozrecte vs 
euen as plealeth hout caule; ; but a 
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ther iultly cozrecteth vs, eyther fo our ſinne,to the 
intent we ſhould amend,oz foꝛ our commodity and 
wealth, to make vs thereby partakers of hys holy⸗ 
neſſe. Further moꝛe, all cozrection whiche god ſen⸗ 
deth vs in this pꝛeſent tyme, ſemeth to haue no ioy 
And comkoꝛt, but ſoꝛowe and paine, vet it bzyngeth 
with it, à ſtate of gods mercy and goodnes towar⸗ 
des them that be lo coꝛrected, ⁊ a ſure hoꝑe of gods 
euerlaſting conſolacion in heauẽ. It then thele ſo⸗ 
rowes, dileaſes, and ſickeneſſes, alſo death it (elf, 
be nothing elles but oureheauenly fathcrs rodde, 
whereby he certifieth vs ok his loue, and gracious 
fauour, wherbp he tryeth and purifieth vs, wherby 


he geueth vnto vs, holyneſſe, and certikieth bs that 


Wach. xxvi. 


Tre thpide 
«£auſe whp 
death is to be 
kaared. 


remayneth foz the vndoybtedly afterthis bodelpe 


we be his chyldzen, and he our merciful kather:ſhal 
not we then with all humilitie, as obedient and lo⸗ 
uing chyldꝛen, iopkully kyſle our heauenly fathers 
rod, and euer ſap in our harte, with our ſautour Je 
ſus Chꝛiſt. Father, it this anguiſh and ſoꝛow whi⸗ 
che J keele, and death whiche J ſee appꝛoche maye 
not paſſe (but that thy wyll is that J muſt ſuffer 
theym / thy will be doen 
N OV the thirde and ſpectall cauſe why death 
in dede is to befcared,is the milerable ſtate of the 
wozldlp and vngodly people aitcr theyz death. 
But this is no cauſe at al, why the godly and faith 
full people ſhould feare death, but rather contrarp 
wile.thepz godly conuerſacion in this lyte, and be⸗ 
lefe in Chult.cleauing continually to his merytes, 
ould make them to long ſoꝛe aftcr that life, that 


death 
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death. Ok this immoꝛtall ſtate after this tranſi⸗ 
 tozy Iyfe, where we ſhal liue euermoꝛe in the pꝛe⸗ 
ſence of god, in ioy and reſt after victozy ouer all 
ſyckenes, ſozowes, ſinne aud death, there be ma- 
m bothe playne places of holy {cripture, whiche 
confirine the weake conſcience againit the fear of 
all ſuche dolours, ſyckneſſes, ſinne and death coz⸗ 
poꝛall. To àſſwage ſuche tremblyng, and vngod⸗ 
ly feare, and to encourage vs with coinkozte and 
hope of à bleſſed ſtate, after this lyk S. Paule 
wilſheth vnto the Epheſians, that god the father 
of gloꝛy, would geue vnto them the lpirit of wil⸗ 
dome ct reuelacion, that the eyes of theyz hartes 
myght haue light to knowe hym, and to perceyue 
how great thynges he had called them vnto, and 
howe ryche inheritaunce he hathe pꝛepared after 
this lyfe, foʒ them that pertayne vnto hyin. And 
ſaint Paule hymſelfe declareth the deſier of hys 
harte, whiche was to be diſſolued and loled from 
his bodye, and to be with Chziſte, whiche (as he 
ſayed)was muche better foz hym, althoughe to 
them it was mote neceſſary that he ſhoulde lyue, 
whiche he refuled not fox theyꝛ lakes. Euen lyke 
as ſainct Martin ſayed, good Loꝛde, pf J be ne⸗ 
ceſſarye foz thy people to do good vnto theym, J 
wyll refuſe no labour, but els foz myne own lelfe, 
J beſeche the to take my ſoule. 
NOV V the holy kathers of the olde lawe, and 
all faythfull and ryghteous men, whiche depar- 
tied bekoꝛe our ſauiour Chꝛiſtes alcecion into he⸗ 
auen, did by death depart fro troubles vnto relt⸗ 
ps | M. krom 
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krom the handes of theyz enemies, into the han⸗ 
des of God, from ſozowes and ſickeneſſes, vnto 
topkull retreſſhynge, into Abꝛahams bolume, a 
place of all comfoꝛt and conſolacion, as Scrip⸗ 
tures do playnlye, by manyfeſt woꝛdes teſtikie. 
The boke of wyledome ſaycth that the righteous 
menes ſoules be in the hande of god, and no tox- 
ment ſhall touche them. They lemed to the eyes 
of koolyſh men to dye, and they death was coun⸗ 
ted miferable, and theyꝛ departpnge aute of thys 

wozlde wꝛetched, but they be in reſt. | 
And an other placeſayeth that the ryghteous 
ſhall lyue foze euer, and their reward is with the 
loꝛde, and they myndes be with God, who is a- 
boue all. Therfoꝛe they ſhall receyue a glozyous 
kyngdome, and a bewtifull croune at the lozdes 
hande. Ind in another place the lame booke ſap⸗ 
eth, the righteous though he be pꝛeuented with 
ſodaine death, neuertheles he ſhalbe there, where 
he ſhalbe relreſhed. Of Ahzahams bolume, Chꝛzi⸗ 
ſtes wooꝛdes be ſo playne, that a chʒiſten man ne⸗ 
deth no more p2ofe of it. Nowe then, yf this wer 
the ſlate of the holye fathers and righteous men 
befoze the commynge ok our lauioure, and befoze 
he was glozifyed, howe muche moꝛe then ought 
al we to haue a ſtedfaſt fapth, and a ſure hope of 
this bleſſed ſtate and condicion after our death- 
Seyng that our ſauiour nowe hath perkourmed 
the whole wozke of our redemption, and is glo⸗ 
rtoully alceded into heauen, to pꝛepare our dwel⸗ 
Ing places wich hum, and ſaped e 
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halbe with me. And we knowe that whatſoeuer 
Chꝛiſt wyll, his father wyll the ſame. Wherelfoꝛe 
it cannot be, but yt we be his faythfull ſeruacites 
our ſoules ſhalbe with him, after our departinge 


Father, J wyll that where J am, my ſeruduntes 40h 10. 


oute of this pꝛeſent lyfe. Sainct Stephin when actes. vn. 


he was ſtoned to death, cuen in the middes ofhys 
tozmetes, what was his minde moſt vpon! when 
he was full ol ß holy ghoſt(ſaythholye ſcripture) 
hauinge his eyes Iyfted vp into heauen, he ſawe 
the gloꝛy of god, @ Jeſus ſtandinge on the ryght 
Hande of god. The whiche truth after he had con⸗ 
᷑eſſed boldely befoze the enempes ol Chailte, they 
dꝛewe hym oute of the citie, and there they ſtoned 
hym, who crpyed vnto God, ſayinge : Loꝛde Jeſu 
Chꝛiſte, take my ſpirite. And doeth not oure laui⸗ 
our ſaye playnly in Sainct Johns Goſpell : Ue⸗ 
rely verelpe, I ſape vnto you, he that heareth mp 
woꝛde, and beleueth hym that ſent me, hath euer⸗ 
laſtynge lyfe, and commeth not into iudgement, 
but ſhall paſſe from death to lyfe, Shall we not 
then thinke that death to be pzecious,'by the whi⸗ 
che wepaſſe vntolyfe: Therkoꝛe it is a true ſay⸗ 
ing ol the Pꝛophet: the death of the holy d righ⸗ 


% 
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teous men is pꝛecious in the lozdes light. Holpe Plal a. 


Spymeiõ after that he had his hartes deſier in le⸗ 
png our lautoure, that he euer longed foz all his 
lyke, he embꝛaced hym in his armes ⁊ ſayed. Now 


beholden that lauiour whiche thou haſt pzeparev 
M. ui. tis 


fo: all nacions. 


lozde let me departe in peace, koꝛ mpne eyes haue Lukes, 


Oe the keare of death; 
II is truth therfoze that the death ol the righ⸗ 


teous is called peace and the benekit ok the lorde, 


[7 Pal.exiſif. 


as the churche lapth in the name of the righteous 
departed out of this wozld: Mp-ſoule turne p to 
thy reſt, koꝛ the loꝛd hath ben good to the #rewar- 
ded the. And we ſe by holy ſcripture & other aun⸗ 
cient hiſtozies of martyꝛs, that the holy, faythfull 
and righteous, euer ſince Chꝛiſtes aſcencion, in 
their deathe did not doubt, but that they went to 
be with Chull in ſpirite, whiche is our lyfe, helth, 
welth and laluacion. John in his holy reuelacion 
ſlawe. C. xl.and.iiii. M. virgins a innocentes, ol 
whom he layed: Thele folow the lãbe Jeſu Chꝛiſt 
wherloeuer he goeth. And ſhoꝛtly after in p lame 
place he ſayth: heard a voyce krom heauen lay⸗ 
ing vnto me: Wꝛite, happy # bleſſed are the dead 
whiche dye in the lozde, from. hencefurth ſuerlye 
ſayth the ſpirit, they ſhall reſt from their paynes 
Elabours, fox their woꝛkes do kolo we them. So 
that the they ſhall reape with ioye x comfort, that 
whiche they ſowed with labours paynes: They 
that ſowe in the ſpirite, of the ſpirit ſhall reape e- 
uerlaſtyng lyfe.Let vs therfozs neuer be wearye: 
of well dopng,foz when the tyme of rcaping oz re- 
ward cometh, we ſhal repe without any werines, 
euerlaſtyng ioye. Therefoꝛe, while we haue tyme 


(as S. Paule exhoꝛteth vs) let vs do good to all 


men. not laye vp oure treaſures in earth; where 


ruſt and mothes coꝛrupt it, whiche ruſt (as ſ. Ja⸗ 


mes fapth) ſhall beare witnes agaynſt vs at the 
Areat day, condemne vs. ſhal lyke moſt bz0ning 
VV tyre 


Ok the keare — 


kyꝛe toꝛment dure kleſhe. Let vs beware therekoꝛe 
(as we tender oure own wealth) that we be not in 
the nũber of thoſe miſerable couetous men, which 
S. James biddeth mourne & lamente foꝛ theyꝛ Jacobzvs 
gredy gathering # vngodly kepynge of goodes. 
Let vs be wyſe in tyme, & lerne to folow the wyſe 
exãple of the wicked Stuard. Let vs lo pꝛudent⸗ 
ly diſpoſe oure goodes # poſſeſſiõs cõmitted vn⸗ 
to vs here by god foꝛ a ſeaſon, that we maye truly 
heare x obey this cõmaundment ol our lauioute 
Chꝛiſte. I ſap vnto you(ſaythhe)make you krẽ⸗ Lune rv. 
des of the wicked Mammon, p they mape receyue 
pou into euerlaſting tabernacles. Ryches he cal⸗ 
leth wicked; becauſe the wozlde abuleth the vnto 
al wickednes, whiche are otherwyle the good gift 
of God, and the inſtrumentes whereby gods ſer- 
uauntes do truly ſeruehim in vling of the ſame, 
De coinmaunded them not to make them ryche 
frendcs to get high dignities + wozldlp poſlelli⸗ 
ons, to geue great giftes to ryche men that haue 
uo nede therot, but to make the krendes of pooꝛe 
and miſerable men: vnto whom, whatlocuer they 
geue, Chꝛiſt accepteth it as geuen to himſelfe. 
Ind to theſe frendes Chꝛiſt in the goſpell geueth n 
ko great honour and pꝛeeminence, phe layth they - 
thall recepue their benefactoꝛs into euerlaſtynge | 
dotiſes. ot that men ſhalbe our reward fot oure 
well doynge, but that Chꝛiſte wyll rewarde vs. 
and take it to he done vnto himlelke, whatloeucr: 
ts done toſuchefrendes.. = 
T HV Smakyng pooze wzetches our krendes 
we make 
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can be ymagined; But contrary, conſidering the 
maͤnikold ſickneſſes, troubles, # ſoꝛowes of this 


Ok the keare ok death. 


we ſnake our fauioure Chziſte oure frende, whoſe 


members they are: whole miſery as he taketh fox 
his owne mylerie ſo theyz reliefe, luccour, q helpe 
he taketh foꝛ his ſuccour,reliefe and helpe, wyll 
almuche thanke vs and reward vs koz our good⸗ 
nes ſhewed to them, as yfhymſelfe had receyued 
lyke benelyte at oure handes, as he witneſſeth in 
the golpell, ſaying: Whatſoeuer ye haue done to 
any of theſe ſimple perſons; whiche do beleue in 
me, that haue pe done to mpleif. Therefoze let vs 
diligently fozeſee, that our faythe d hope whiche 
we haue 2 almyghty god, and in our 
ſauiour Chꝛiſt, ware not faynt, noz that the loue 
whiche we pꝛetend to beare to hym, waxe not cold: 
but let vs ſtudye daylye and diligently, to ſhewe 
oure ſelues to be the true honozers and louers of 
god, by kepynge of his tõmaundementes, by do⸗ 
png of good dedes vnto oyre nedy neyghbours: 
-celeyyng by all meanes that we can, their pouer⸗ 
tie with our aboundaunce, their ignoꝛaunce with 
our wyſedome and learnynge, and comfozte theyz 
weakenes with our ſtrength and authozitie, cal⸗ 
lyng all men backe krom euyll dooyng, by godly 


counſell and good example, perſeyeringe ſtyll in 


well dooyng lo long as we lyue. So ſhall we not 
nede to feare death fox any of thoſe thze cauſes 
afozemencioned,nox yet foz any other cauſe that 


- p2eſentlyfe; the daungers of this perilous pyl⸗ 


ſpi⸗ 


2 


Ok the feare of death, 
fpirite hath by this ſinfull fleaſh, d frayle body. 

ſubiect to deathe, conſideryng allo the manifolde 
ſoꝛowes, and daungerous deceytes ofthys would 
on euery ſyde, the intollerabie pꝛide couctoukucs 
and lechery in tyme of pꝛolperitie the impaciente 
murmuryug of them that be woꝛldlye in tyme of 
aduerkitie, whiche ceaſe not to withdꝛaw #plucke 
s brom god our ſauiour Chziſte, from our lyfe, 

wealth, oz eternall ioy — uacion: Conſyde⸗ 
ring alſo theinnumerable afſaulteg of our goſt⸗ 


Ambicton,p2tide, lechery, vapneglozp,enuy,malice, 
detraction, with other his innumerable deceites 
engins and fnares, wherby hc goeth buſilpe a- 
bout to catche all men vnder hys dominton.cucr 


Iyke à roꝛyng Lyon, by all menes ſeàxi hing who e.Þecee.v. 


he may deuoure, the faythtul chꝛiſten man whiche 
conlidereth al theſe milcries, peryls, and in com⸗ 
modities (where vnto he is ſubiect ſo longe as he 


here lyueth vpon earth) and on the other parte 


conſidereth that bleſſed. aud comfoztable ſtate of 
the heauenly lyke to come, and the ſuete condici⸗ 
on of them that departe in the Lozte howe they 
are deliuered from the continue il encun bꝛances 
of their moztall and ſinful body, from all the ma⸗ 
lice, craftes, and deceipteg ofthis wozlde, from 
all the aſſaultes of thepz goſtly enemy the deupl: 

to lyue in peace, reſte, aud perpetuall quietnes, to 
liue in the felowſhip ok innumerable Angels, and 
with the congregacion of perfit iuſt men, as Pa⸗ 
tiacches iezophefes, AJarty2s and Co 15 


ly enemy the deuyll, wyth all hys fpery dartes, of 
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P'kthe keare ok deathe. 
änd kinallp, vnto the pꝛelence of almyghty god; 
and ok our ſauiour Jelus Chziſt. He that doeth 
- conſyder all theſe thinges, and beleueth them al⸗ 
 Curedlye, as they are to be bcleyed, eyen from the 
botome of his harte,beyng ſtablyſhed in God, in 
this trewe faythe, hauynge a quiete conſcience in 
Chꝛiſt, a firme hope and aſſured truſt in goddes 
mercye thoꝛow the merites of Jeſu Chziſt, i ob⸗ 
taàyne this quietnes, reſt, and eternall ioye, ſhall 
nut onely be without feare of bodyly death when 
it cõmeth, but certaynlye (as ſaynct Paule did) ſo 
hal he gladly accoꝛdyng to gods wil (and when 
it pleaſe God to call hym out of this lyfe) greatly 
delier it in his hart, p he maye be rid from al thele 
occaſions of euyll, and lyue euer to gods pleſure 
in perkit obedience ol his wyll, with our ſaui⸗ 
dur Jeſus Chziſte: to whole gracious pꝛe⸗ 
lente, the Loꝛde ol his infinite mercye 
and grace, bꝛyng vs to reigne with 
phyxym in lyke euerlaſtyng. To 
whome with our heauen⸗ 
lp father and the holy 
goſt, be glozy in 
wozldes 
without ende. 
Amen. 


An exhoꝛtation tonternyng good 
ozdꝛe and obedience, to rulers and 
magiſtrates, 


mighty God hath 
\7 WrS created and appoincted al 
V 1 thynges,tnheaue,yeatth, 
and waters, in a moſt ex- 
VE cellent and perkite ozdꝛe. 
2) Wo In heauẽ he hath appoin- 
If, 0A : FA = (cd diſtinct oꝛders, and ſta 
2 tes, of Archangelles and 
Angels. In; pearth he hath aſſigned kynges,and 
pꝛinces, with other gouernours vnder them, all 
in good and neceſſary oꝛder. The water aboue is 
kept, and rapneth doune in due tyme and ſeaſon. 
The Sunne, Moone, Starres, Raynebowe, 
Thundze, Lyghtenyng, Cloudes, and al byꝛdes 
ok the ayꝛe, do kepe their oꝛdꝛe. The pearth, trees. 
leedes,plantes,herbes, coꝛne, graſle, and al ma⸗ 
ner of beaſtes, kepe them in theyz ozdze. All the 
partes of the whole pere, as Wynter, Hummer, 
monethes, nightes and dayes continue in they: 
oꝛdze. All kyndes of fyſhes in the lea, xyuers and 
waters, with all kountapnes, and ſpzinges, yea, 
the ſeas them lelkes kepe their comely courſe and 
2d2e. And man him lelfe alſo hath all his partes 
both within and without, as ſoule, heart, mynde, 
memoꝛp, vnderſtandyng, realon. ſpeache, with al 
and ſynguler cozpozal membzes ofhis body, in a 
pzofitable, neceſſary and pleaſaunt ozdze. Euerp 
* of people, in their vocation, callyng, Nite 
i. Oltice 


„ DOfobedience. 
6ffice, hath appoynted to them, they duetye and 
92d2e.Some are in high degre, ſlome in low, ſome 
kynges and pꝛinces, lome tnferiozs, and lublecz 
tes.pꝛʒieſtes and lap men,malters and leryantes, 
fathers and childzen, huſbandes & wpues, riche 
and pooze, and euery one haue nedeof other, ſo 
that in all thynges, is to be lauded d pꝛapled, the 
goodly oꝛdꝛe of god, without the which, no houle 
no cytte, no common wealthe, can continue c en⸗ 
dure. Foz where as there ts no right ozdze, there 
reigneth al abuſe, carnal libertie, enoꝛmitp, ſinne,. 
and Babilonical cõtuſion. Take away kynges, 
'Painces, Rulers, Magiſtrates, Judges, à luche 
ſtates of Gods o2d2e, no man [hall ride 02 goe by 
the highe wape vnrobbed, no man ſhall ſleepe in 
his owne houſe oz bed vnkylled, no ina ſhal kepe 
his wyke, childzen, and poſſeſſions in quietnes, 
all thynges ſhall be comon,and there mult nedes 
folowe all miſchieke # vtter deſtruction, bothe of 
ſoules, bodyes, goods and common wealthes. 
But bleſſed be God, that we in this realme of 
England fkeele not the hozrtble calamities, iniſe⸗ 
ryes and wꝛetchedues, whiche all they vndoub⸗ 
tedly feele and ſyffre.that lacke this godly oꝛdze. 
And pꝛapſed be God, that we know the great ex⸗ 
cellent benefit of God, ſhewed toward vs in this 
behalfe . God hath lente vs his high gyfte, our 
mooſt dear Hneraigne lozde kyng Edward the 
_ (ict, with godly wyle, & honozable counſel, with 
other ſuperiours andinferiours, in a beautykult 
bꝛdze. Wherkoze, let vs lubiectes, do our 4 . 
a | dutpes 


dueties, geuyng heartye thankes to GOD, and 
pꝛapying toꝛ the pꝛeſeruacion of this godly 92dze, 
Let vs all obey, euen fro the botome of our hear⸗ 
tes, al they: godly pꝛocedynges, lawes, ſtatutes, 
pꝛoclamacions, and iniunctions, with all other 
they godip oꝛdꝛes. Let vs cõſidze the lcriptures 
of the holy goſt, whiche perluade # commaunde 
vs all, obedientiy to be ſubiect.Fyꝛſt and chiekly. 
to the kynges maieſtie, ſupꝛeme head ouer all, 
next to his honozablc counſel, and to al other no⸗ 
ble men, magiſtrates & officers, whiche by gods 
goodnes, be placed and o2dered ; Foz almightie 
god is the onely authour c pꝛoulder of this koze⸗ 
named ſtate c oꝛder, as it is wzitten of god in the 


boke of the Pꝛouetbes. Thꝛough me, kynges do pro. vit 


taigne; thꝛough me counlaplers make iuſtelaw⸗ 
es: though me do pꝛinces beare rule, and al iud⸗ 
ges ok the earth execute iudgement. am louing 
to them that loue me. 

HERE let bs marke well, and remember 
that the high power @ authontie of kynges, with 
their makyng of lawes, iudgementes, &officers, 
are the ozdinaunces , not ot man, but of God: c 


therkoze is this woꝛde (thzoughe me) ſo manpe 


times repeted. Here is alſo well to be conlpdered 
and remébzed, that this good ozder is appoynted 
of Gods wildom, kfauout, and loue, ſpeciallpe toz 
them, that loue God, c therkoze he ſapth: Jloue 


Wa 


them, that lone me. Allo in the boke of Wyldom, Sep. vi. 


we mape euidently learne, that a kynges power, 
authozitie,#irength.ts a great benetite of God, 
Ea Mitt. geuen 


Deu. xxxii. 


Ok obedience; 

geuen of his great merecpe, to the comfozte of our 
great miſery, Foz thus we reade there ſpoken to 
kynges. Heare O pe kynges, and vnderſtande: 
lerne pe that be Judges of the endes of the perth: 
geue care pe that rule the inultitudes, foz the po⸗ 
wer is geuen you of the Loꝛzde, and the ſtrength 
from the higheſt. Let vs learne alſo here, by the 
infallible wozde of God, that kynges & other ſu⸗ 
pꝛeme x higher officers, are ozdained ofgod, who 
is moſt higheſt, a therkoze they are here diligent⸗ 
ly taught, to apply the ſelues, to knowledge and 
wyledome, neceſſarpe foz the ozderyng of Gods 
people, to thepꝛ gouernaunce comitted. And they 
be here alſo taught by almightye God, that they 
ſhould reknowledge them lelkes, to haue al their 
power and ſtrength, not from Rome, but imme⸗ 
diatly of God moſt higheſt. EIS 

We rede in the boke of Deuteronomp, that al 
puniſhment pertapneth to God, by this ſentence: 
Uengeaunte is mpne, and J wyll rewarde. But 
thts ſentence we mult vnderſtande, to pertapne 
alſo to the magiſtrates, whiche do exercile Gods 
route in iudgement, and puniſhyng,by good 
and godly la wes, here in pearth. And the places 
of ſcripture, whiche ſeeme to remoue fro among 
al Chziſten men, iudgement. puniſhment, oz kyl⸗ 
lyng,ought to be vnderſtand, that noman (ot his 
owne pziuate authozitie) may be iudge ouer o⸗ 
ther, may puniſhe, may kyl. But we mull rekerre 
al iudgement to God, to kynges and rulers, and 


iudges vnder thein, whiche be Gods officers.to 


execute 


Ok obedrence, 
execute tuſtice : & by plapne wozdes of ſcripture, 
haue they authozitie, a vſe of the lwoꝛd, graun⸗ 
ted krom God, as we are taught by ſainct Paule 
the dere and elect Apoſtle of our ſauiour Chaiſt, 
whom we ought diligently to obep, euen as we 
would obey our ſauiour Chziſt, tf he wer pzelent. 
Thus S. Paule wziteth to the Romapnes : Let Roma.ri; 
every ſoule ſubinit him ſelke, vnto the authozitie 
of the higher powers, foz there is no power, but 
of God:the powers that be, be ozdeyned of God, 
wholoeuer therkoze reliſteth the power, reliſteth 
the ozdinaunce of God, but they that reſiſt, ſhall 
recepue to them ſelues dampnacion, fo2 Rulers 
ate not kearetull to them that do good, but to the 
that do eil. Wylte thou be without feare of the 
power: do well then, and lo ſhalt thou be pꝛapſed 
of the laine : fo; he is the miniſtre of God, toz thy 
wealth. But and if thou do that whiche ts euil, 
then feare, foz he beareth not the \wearde foz 
nought, fo2 he is the miniſter of God, to take ves 
geance on him, that doth euil. Wherkoze ye muſt 
needes obey, not onelp koz feare of vengeaunce, 
but alſo becauſe of conſcience, and euen ko? this 
caule pap pe tribute,fo2 they are Gods ininiſters 
ſetuyng fo2 the ſame purpoſe, 1 ) 
Here let vs all learne of ſainst Paule, the e⸗ - 

lect veſſel of God, that al perſons hauyng ſoules 
(he excepteth none, noz exempteth none, nepther 
pꝛieſt, Apoſtle,no2P2ophet, lapeth Chꝛiſoſtome) 
do owe of bounden duetp, and euen in cöſcience, 
obedience, ſubmiſſions lubtection, to the higher 

e powers 


John, xix. 


Of obedience, 


powers, whiche be conſtituted in authozitie by 
god, fozaſmuch as they be gods lieftenauntes, 
gods pꝛeſidentes, gods officers, gods cõmiſſio⸗ 
ners, gods iudges, oꝛdeyned of god hymfelke, of 
who me onelp they haue al theyz power, c al their 
authozitie. And the ſame laint Paul thzetneth no 
leſſe payne, then euerlaſtyng dampnacion, to all 
diſobedient perſons, to all reſiſters, agaynſt this 
general # cõmon authoꝛitie, fozaſmuche as they 
reſiſt not man, but god, not mannes deuiſe @ in⸗ 
uencton, but gods wiledome, gods o2der, power 
and authozitie. And here (good people) let vs al 
marke diligentlp,.that it is not lawkull koz infert- 
ours t ſubiectes, in any cale to relifi the ſuperioz 
powers: Foz ſ. aules wozdes be playne,p who⸗ 
ſoeuer reſiſteth, ſhal get to themlelues damnaci⸗ 
on: fo; whoſoeuer reliſteth, reliſteth the oꝛdtuãce 
of god. Our lauiour Chiltehtmlelfe and his a⸗ 
poſtles, recevued many diuers iniuries, ofthe 
untfaythfull x wicked men in authozitie: pet we 
neuer reade that they oz any of them, cauſed any 
ledicion 02 rebelion, againſt authozitte . We rede 
oft, p they paciently ſuffered al troubles, vexaci⸗ 
ons, ſlaundzes, pangues,# paynes, and death it 
lelfe obedtently, without tumulte oz reſiſtence. 

They cõmitted their cauſe, to him that iudgeth 


righteoully, ⁊ pꝛayed fo2 their enempes hartelye 


c earneſtly. They knew that the authoꝛitie of the 
powers, was gods ozdinaũce, # therkoꝛe both in 


their wozdes and dedes, they taught euer obedi⸗ 
ence to it, c neuer taught, noz dyd the contrarye, 
The wpcbed tudge Pylate lapd to Chailte; bno⸗ 


weſt 


Of obedience; 


weſt thou not that J haue power to crucifpe the, 
ct haue power allo to loſe the? Jelus anſwered: 
Thou couldeſt haue no power at al agaynſt me. 
except it were geuen the from aboue. Whereby 
Chziſt taught vs plainly, p euen the wycked ru- 
lers haue they power d authoꝛitie fro god. And 
therefoze it is not lawkull foz their ſubiectes by 
fozce to reſiſt them, although they abule their po 
wer, muche leſſe then it is lawful koz lubiectes to 
reſiſt their godly and chꝛiſtian pzinces, which do 
not abuſe their authozitie but ble p ſame to gods 
glozy,and to the p2ofit # comoditie of gods peo⸗ 
ple. The holy apoſtle l. Betet comaundeth Ser⸗ 
uauntes to be obedient to their maſters, not on⸗ 
ly ik they be good x ientle, but alſo if they be euyl :. pei.i. 
@ froward : affirming that the vocacion and cal⸗ 
Iyng of gods people, is to be pacient, & of the (uf- 
-fering lyde. And there he bzingeth in the paciece 
ok ourſantoz Chʒiſt, to perſwade obediẽce to go⸗ 
uerners: pea although they be wicked a wzong 
doers. But let vs nowe heare l. Peter hym ſelfe 
ſpeake, foꝛ his own woꝛdes certifie belt our con⸗ 
ſcience. Thus he vttereth the in his fyzſt epiſtle: 
Seruauntes obep your maſters with feare, not 
only if they be good x gentle, but allo pt they be 
froward: Foz it is thankwozthp,tf a man fo2 cons 
ſcience toward god, ſuffereth g:ief, and ſuffereth 
wꝛong vndelerued, fo2 what pꝛaiſe is it, when pe 
be beaten koz your faultes, ifyetake tt pacietly, 
but when pe do wel, ik pou then lulker wzonge, 4 
take it pactentiye, then is there cauſe to haue 
eee 
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Of obedience, 


lter fl 3 Foz ſo did Chziſt ſuffer foz vs. leauyng vs an ex: 


F T9 
ix. xx. 
y 1 Ta" * 
1 


t. Neg. xxiiii. 


ample, that we ſhould kolowe his ſteppes. All 
thele be the very woꝛdes of lainct Peter. Sainct 
Dauid allo teachety vs a good leſſon in this bes 
halfe, who was manpe tymes mooſt cruelly and 
wongfully perſecuted of kyng Saul, and ma⸗ 
ny tymes allo, put in ieoperdy c daungerofhis 
lpfe, by kyng Saul a his people. pet he neuer re- 
liſted, neyther vſed any fo:ce 02 biolence againſt 


 kyng Saul, his moztall enemp, but dyd euer to 


his lyege lozde and mayſter kyng Saul, mooſt 
true, mooſt diligent , and mooſt fapthful lexuice: 
In ſo muche, that when the loꝛd God had geuen 


kyng Saul into Dauids handes, in his owne 


caue, he would not hurt him: when he might with 
out all bodely peril, ealely haue laynehym, noz 
he would not (uffre any of his ſeruauntes ,once 
to lap they2 handes vpõ kyngSaul.But payed 
to God in this wple:Lo2de, kepe me fromdoyng 


that thyng vnto my maſter, the Loꝛdes annopn⸗ 


ted, kepe me that J lape not my hande bpon him, 


ſeyng he is the annoynted al the Loꝛde. Foz as 
truely as the Loꝛd lpueth (except the Lozd ſmyte 


him) oꝛ (except his day come, oꝛ that he go doune 


to watre, and in battayle peryſhe) the Loꝛde be 


mercyful vnt6 me, that J lay not mp hand vpon 


the Loꝛdes annopnted. And that Dauid might 


haue kylled his enemy kyng Saul, it is euident⸗ 


ly pꝛoued, in the fyzſt booke of the kynges, bothe 
by the cuttyng of the lappe of Sauls garment, 
and alſo by the playne confelſton of kyng Saul. 


Allo 


Of obedience? 


Mo another time(as it is mencioned in the ſains 
boke) when the moſte vnmercykul, and moſt vii 
kynde kyng Saul, did perſecute pooꝛe Dauid, 
God dtd agayn geue kyng Saul into Dautds 
handes, by caſtyng of kyng Saul and his hole 
Armp, into a dead lleepe: ſo that Dauid, and one 
Abiſat with hym, came in the nyght into Sauls 
hoſte, where Saul laye ſleepyng, and hys ſpeare 
ſtacke in the ground at his head. Then ſayd A⸗ 
biſai vnto Dautd, God hath delyuered thyne e⸗ 
nemp into thy handes at this tyme: nowe there⸗ 
fozelct me ſmyte hym once with my ſpeare to the 
earth, and J wyll not ſmyte hym agapne the ſe⸗ 
conde tyine: meaning therby, to haue kylled hym 
with one ſtroke, and to haue made hym lure foꝛ 
euer. And Dauid anlwered, and cayde to Abilai: 
deſtroy hymnot,foz who can lape hys handes on 
thelozdes annoynted, and be gyltles⸗ Ind Da⸗ 
Utd ſayde farthermoze, (as ſure as the Loꝛde ly⸗ 
ueth) the Loꝛde ſhall ſmytehpin,oz his daye ſhall 
come to dye, oz he ſhall deſcende into battell, and 
there peryſh. The loꝛde kepe me krom laying my 
handes vpon the Lozdes annoyntcd. But take 
thou nowe the ſpeare that is at his head, and the 
cruſe of water and let vs go, and ls he did. 
HERE is euidently pꝛoued, that we may 
not reliſte, noꝛ in any wapes hurt, an annoynted 
kyng, whiche is gods lyeftenaunt, vicegerent, 
and higheſt miniſter in that countrey, where he 
is Kyng. But peraduenture ſome here woulde 
ſay, that Dauld inhis owne defence.inight haue 
> Ob bylled 
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kylled kyng Saullawfully,and with a ſafe con⸗ 
ſcience: Bůt holy Dauid dyd knowe, ß he might 
in no wyſe, reliſte, hurte, oz kylle, his ſouerayne 
loꝛde and kyng: He dyd knowe that he was but 

kyng Sauls lubiecte, though he were in greate 
kauour with god, and his enemp king Saul out 
of gods fauour. Therkoꝛe though he were neuer 
ſo much pꝛouoked, yet he refuſed vtterly to hurt 


the loꝛdes anopnted, He durſt not foꝛ offendyng 
god, and his owne conſcience, (although he had 


occaſion and opoꝛtunitie) once lape his handes 
vpon gods high officer the kyng, whome he dyd 
know to be a perſon reſerued (foꝛ his office ſake) 
onely to gods punyfhinent and iudgement. 

Therkoꝛe he pꝛayeth ſo ofte, and earneſtly, that 
he laye not his handes vpon the Lozdes anoyn⸗ 
ted. And bpthele two examples, S. Dauid(be⸗ 
ng named in ſcripture, a man after gods owne 
hart) geueth a general rule and leſſon, to all ſub⸗ 
iectes in the woꝛlde, not to reſiſt theyz liege loꝛde 
and kyng, not to take a (wearde by their pꝛiuate 
authoꝛitte, agapnſt theyꝛ kyng gods anopnted, 
who onely beareth the lweard by gods authozi⸗ 
tie, foz the maintenaunce of the good, and koꝛ the 
punyſhment ofthe euyll. Who onely by Gods 


lawe.hath the vſe of the ſweard at his commaun⸗ 


deinent,and alſo hath all power, iuriſdiction, re⸗ 
gimente and coercion, as ſupꝛeame gouernoure 


of all his realmes and doͤminiong, and that, e⸗ 


yen by the authouttic of god, and by gods ozdp= 
naunces. P et an other notable ſtoꝛy & doctrine, 
is in 


Of obedience; 

is in the ſecond boke of thekynges, that maketh 
alſo koꝛ this purpoſe. When an Amalechite, by 
king Sauls owne conſent # cõmaundement had u. Negum . 
kylled kyng Saul, he wet to Dauid, ſuppoſing 
to haue had greate thank fox his meſſage, that he 
had kylled Dauids moztall enemp, ⁊ thertoꝛe he 
made great haſte, to tell to Dautid the chaunce, 
bꝛingyng with him kyng Sauls crowne, p was 
vpon his head, his bꝛacelet that was vpon hys 
arme, to perſwade hys tidinges to be true. But 
godly Dautd was ſo far from reiopcing at theſe 
newes, p immediatly he rent his clothes of hys 
backe, he mourned a wepte,x layd to the meſſen⸗ 
ger: How is it, that thou waſt not afrayed,to lay 
thy hand on the loꝛdes anointed.to deſtroy hym⸗ 
And by and by, Dauid made one of his ſeruaun- 
tes to kyll the meſſenger, ſaping: thy bluod be on 
thyne owne head foꝛ thyne o wne mouth hathe te⸗ 
ſtified againſt the, grauntingy thou haſt ſlayne 
the Loꝛdes anopnted. Thele examples, being ſo 
manikeſt and euident, it is an intollerable igno⸗ 
raunce, madnes, and wickednes foz lubiectes, to 
make any murmuryng, rebelliõ, reſiſtence, cõmo⸗ 
tio 02 inſurrection againſt their moſt dere c moſt. 
dꝛead ſouerayne loꝛd # king, oꝛdeyned c appoin⸗ 
ted of gods goodnes, koꝛ their commoditie, peace 
X quietnes. pet let vs beleue vndoutedly (goed 
chziſten people) p we may not obey kynges, ma⸗ 
giſtrates, oz any other (though they be our owne 
fathers) pt they woulde commaunde vs todo a⸗ 
uy thing contrary 'to gods commayndementes. 
5 O. li · In ſuche 


OPekobediente. 
In ſuche a caſe, we ought to ſape with the Xpo= 
ſtles: we muſte rather obep god, than man. But 
neuertheles in that cale, we may not in any wyſe 
teliſte violently,oz rebel againſt rulers.o2 make 
any inlurrection, ſedicion oz tumultes, epther by 
fo:ce of armes, o otherwayes, againſt 8 anoyn⸗ 
ted of the loꝛde, oꝛ any of his apointed officers. 
But we muſte in ſuche caſe, paciently ſuffer all 
wzonges and miuries.referryng the iudgemente 
of our caule, onely to God. Let vs feare the ter⸗ 
rible puniſhment of almighty god againſt tray= 
to25,02 rebellious perſõs, by the exãple of Choze, 
Daͤthan, and Abiron, whiche repyned and grud⸗ 
ged againſt gods magiſtrates and officers, and 
therkoze the earth opened, and ſwallowed them 
vp alyue. Other foz theyꝛ wycked murmuryng, 
and rebellion, were by a ſoden kyze ſent of God, 
vtterly conlumed. Other fox theyꝛ froward beha= 
uiour to their rulers, and goucrnours.gods mi⸗ 
niſters, wer ſodenly ſtrpken, with a foule Lepꝛo⸗ 
ſie. Other wer ſtpnged to death, with wonderful! 
ſtraunge fyerie Serpentes. Other were ſoze pla⸗ 
ged, ſo that there was kylled in one day, the num⸗ 
bze of fowertene thouſande and ſeuen hundzed, 
koꝛ rebellion agapnſt them, whome god had ap⸗ 
poynted to be in authoꝛitie. Abſolon allo, rebel⸗ 
#.Reg.zviit, png agaynſt his father king Dauid, was puni⸗ 
ſhed with a ſtrauuge and notable death. | 
AN let no man thinke, that he can eſcape vn⸗ 
punilhed.that committeth treaſon, conſpiracie, oꝛ 
rebcllion, againlk his ſouerayne loꝛde the 10a 
thoug 


Of obedience: 
thotighe he commit the ſame neuer fo fectetely; 
cyther in thought, woꝛde, oꝛ deede : Neuer ſo pꝛi⸗ 
uelp, in his pꝛiuey chambze, by himſelke, oꝛ open⸗ 
ly communicatyng,and conſultynge with other, 
fo2 treaſon wyll not be hydde : Treaſon will out 
at the length. God will haue that moſte deteſta⸗ 
ble vice, both opened and punyſhed, foz that it is 
ſo directly againſt his oꝛdinaunce, and agaynſt 
his high pꝛincipall indge, a annoynted in earth. 
(The violence and iniurie, that is committed a⸗ 
gainſt authozitie, is committed againſt God the 
comon wealth, and the hole realme, which god wil 
haue knowen, ⁊ cõdignely punyſhed, one waye oz 
other. Foz it is notably wꝛitten of the Wyleman 
in ſcripture, in the boke called Eccleſiaſtes. 
Wyſh the kynge no euyl in thy thought, oꝛ ſpake 


no hurte ot hym in thy pꝛiuie chatibze.fo2 a byꝛd Eccle.ʒ. 


of the ayer ſhall betray thy vopce, and with her 
kethers, ſhall ſhe bewꝛaye thy woꝛdes. Theſe le(- 
ſons and examples are u zitten foꝛ our learning, 

LET vsallthcrtoze feare the moſte deteſta⸗ 
ble vice of rebellion, euer knowpng and remem⸗ 
bꝛyng, that he that reliſteth common authoutie, 
reſiſteth God and his oꝛdinaunce, as it mape be 
pꝛoued by other manp moe places of holy ſcrip⸗ 
ture. Ind here let vs take heede, that we vnder⸗ 
ſtande not theſe, oꝛ ſuch other lyke places ( whiche 
ſo ltratelpe commaunde obedience to ſuperiours, 
and ſo ſtraytly puntſhcth rebellion and diſobedi⸗ 
ence to the ſame) to be meant in any condicion of 
the pꝛetenſed power of the Byſſhop of Rome. 
1 Oui. fog 
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Ofobedience. 
Foz truly the ſcripture of god, alloweth no ſuche 
vlurped power, ful of enozintties, abuſtons and 
blaſphemyes. But the trewe meanyng of chele, 
and ſuche places, be to extoll and ſet furth gods 
trewe oꝛdinaunce, and the authozitie of gods a- 
noynted Kynges, & ok they: officers appoynted 
vnder them. And concerning the vlurped power 
of the Byſſhop of Rome, whiche he moſt wꝛong⸗ 
fully chalengeth, as the ſucceſſoure of Chzilte, 
and Peter, we maye eaſely perceyue, howe falſe, 
fepned, and fo2ged it is, not onely in that it hath 
no, ſufficient grounde in holy ſcripture, but alſo 
by the fruites and doctrine therof . Foz our ſa⸗ 
uioure Chꝛiſte and Saincte Peter, teache moſts 
earneſtlye, and agreably, obedience to Kynges: 
as to the chyefe, and ſupꝛeame Rulers in thys 
wozlde, nefte vader God. But the Byſſhop of 
Rome teacheth immunities, pziuileges, exemp⸗ 
cions, and diſobedience, moſt clearely agaynſte 
Chziltes doctrine, and ſaincte Peter. He ought 
therefoze rather to be called Antichziſte, and the 
ſucceſſour ofthe Scribes and Phartſies, than 
Chziltes vicare, oz ſayncte Peters ſucceſſour, ſe⸗ 
vng that, not onelp in this poyncte, but alſo in o⸗ 
ther weyghtye matters of Chziſten religion, in 
matters ok remiſſion of linnes, and of ſaluact- 
on, he teacheth ſo directly, agaynſte both laincte 
Peter, and agaynſt our ſaujour Chailte. g 
Who not onely taught obedience to kynges, but 
allo pꝛactiſed obedience, in their conuerſacion x 
ach vi, lyuyng. Foz we rede that they both payed . 
to the 


oa* 


- Pk obediente. 
to the kyng · Ind allo we reade that the holy bir⸗ 
gin Mary, mother to our ſauiour Chziſte, and 
Juoſeph, who was taken for his father, at the em- 
perours commaundement, wente to the Citie of 
Dauid, named Bethleem, to be taxcd amoung o⸗ 
ther, and to declare their obedience to the Magi⸗ 
ſtrates, fo2 gods oꝛdinàunces ſake. Ind here let 
vs not koꝛget the bleſſed virgin Maries obedi⸗ 
ence: Foꝛ although ſhe was highly in Gods fa- 
uour, and Chiiftes natural mother, and was al⸗ 
ſo great with chylde that ſame tyme, and ſo nigh 
her trauaple, that ſhe was deliuered in her iour⸗ 
ney: pet ſhe gladly without any excuſe oz grud⸗ 
King (foꝛ conſcience ſake) did take that colde and 
fowle winter iourney, beyng in the meane ſeaſon 
ſo pooꝛe, that ſhe lape in the ſtable, and there ſhe 
was delyuered of Chꝛiſt. And accoꝛdyng to the 
ſame: Loc, howe ſ.eter agreeth, wzityng by ex⸗ 
pꝛeſſe wooꝛdes, in hys fyꝛſt Epiſtle: Submptte 
poure lelucs, (ſapeth he) vnto kynges, as vnto 
the chyeke heades, oꝛ vnto Rulers, as vnto them 
that are ſente ot hym, koꝛ the punyſhment of euil 
Doers, and fox laude of them, that do well, fo fo 
is the wyll ol god. J nede not to expounde theſe 
woꝛdes, they be ſo plapne of themſelkes. Sainct 
Peter doth not lape: Submit pour ſelues vnto 
me, as ſupꝛeme head ofthe Churche, neyther he 
ſaith, ſubmit pour ſelues from time to time to my 
ſucteſſours in Rome: But he ſayth, ſubmit pour 
ſelues vnto pour king, youre ſupꝛeme head c to 
thole that he apointeth in authozitie vnder bow: 
03 


Luke fi, 


t. Peter. ii. 


Math. xxii. 
Nom, xiii 


Ok obediente. 
Foz that ye ſhal ſo ſhewe pour obedience, it is the 
wyll of god. God wyl that you bein ſubiection to 
your head and king: this is goddes ozdinaunce, 
goddes commaundement, and gods holy wpll, 
that the whole body of euery realme, and all the 
membꝛes and partes of the ſame, ſhall be ſubiecte 
to their head, theyꝛ kyng and that (as ſainct Pe⸗ 
ter wꝛiteth) fox the loꝛdes lake. And( as S. Paul 
wyteth)foz conſcience ſake, and not foz feare on- 
ly. Thus we learne by the woꝛde of god, to pelde 


to our kyng that is dewe to our kyng that is ho⸗ 


„ noure, obedience, papmentes of due taxes, cuſto⸗ 


mes, tributes, ſublidies, loue and fear. Thus we 
knowe partly our bounde dutie to common auc⸗ 


thozitie: nowe let vs learne to accomplyſhe the 
ſame. And let vs moſte inſtantly and hartly pꝛay 
to god the only authoz ok al authoꝛzitie, foz al the 
-Þbe in authoꝛzitie, accoꝛdyng as ſaint Paul wyl⸗ 


leth, wziting thus to Timothe in his kirſt epiſtle: 


N exhoꝛte theretoꝛe that aboue al thinges, pꝛay⸗ 
ers, lupplications, interceſſions, and giuyng of 
. thankes, be done koꝛ all men, foꝛ kynges, and fo 
all that be in authozitie, that we may lyue a quy⸗ 
et and apeaceable lyfe with all godlynes; and 
. honeſtie, koz that is good and accepted in p light 
ok god our ſauiour. Here ſaincte Baule maketh 


- -an earneſt and an eſpeciall exhoztacion, concer⸗ 


nyng geuyng of thankes and pzayer fox kinges 


& rulers, ſaying : Aboue al thinges as he might 


lap: in any wyſe pꝛincipally x chiefly, let pꝛayer 
be made koꝛ kynges. Let vs hartely thanke god 


fox 


Of obedience, 


fo:his great and ercellet benekite pꝛouidence, 
concernyng the ſtate of kynges. Let vs pꝛay foz 
them that they may haue Gods fauoz, and Gods 
p2otection. Let vs pꝛap, that they map euer in all 
thynges haue God bekoze they; eyes: let vs pzay 
that they may haue wyſedome, ſtrength, Juſtice, - 
clemencp, zeale to Gods glozye, to Gods veritie, 
to ch:titen loules, and to the comon wealth. Let 
vs pꝛay that they may rightly vſe their ſwearde 
and authozitie, ko the maintenance and defence 
of the catholike fayth,cotapned in holy ſcripture, 
and of their good and honeſt lubiectes, and toz 
the feare and puniſhment, of the euil and vicious 
people. Let vs pꝛay that they map faythfully fo- 
lowe the mooſt faythfull kynges and capttapnes 
in the Byble, Dauid, Ezechias, Joſias, Moles, 
with luche other. And let vs pꝛay foz our lelues 
that we map liue godly, in holy and chziſt en con⸗ 
uerſacion, ſo we ſhall haue God of our ſyde. And 
than let vs not feare what manne can do againſt 
vs. So we ſhal liue in true obediece, both to our 
moſt mercpkull kyng in heauen, and to our molt 
chꝛiſten kyng in pearth. So lhal we pleaſe God, 
and haue the exceadyng benekite, peace of conlci⸗ 
ence, reſt and quietnes, here in this wozlde, #af= 
ter this like, we (hal enioy a betterlife,relt,peace, 
and the eternal bleſſe of heauen, whiche he graũt 
vs all, that was obedient fo2 vs all, euen to the 
death of the crofſe, Jeſus Chziſt, to whom with 
the kather and the holy ghoſt, be all honoure and 
glozp both nowe and euer. Amen. 

D. i. Au 


Anhomilie of whoꝛedome 
and vnclenneſle. 


lithouah ther want 
FI /A Rez not(good chiilten people) 

h o ff great (warmes of vices, 
T7 == wo:thy to be rebuked( vn⸗ 


N lpnes and vertuouſe li⸗ 
uvyng nowe come) yet a= 
A boue other vices the out⸗ 
ragious ſeas of adultrp , whozedoine , koznica⸗ 
cton,and vnclennes, haue not onely bꝛaſt in, but 
alſo ouerflowed, almooſt the whole wozlde: vnto 
the great diſhonoz of God, the exceadyng inka⸗ 
mye ot the name of Chult, thenotable decayeof 
true religion, and the vtter diſtruction of the pu⸗ 
blique wealth, and that ſo abundantly, that tho⸗ 
rowe the cuſtomable ble therof, this vice is gro⸗ 
wen into luche an heygth, that in a maner, amog 
many, it is counted no ſynne at all, but rather, a 
paſtime, a daliance, # but a touch of poũgth: not 
rebuked, but winked at, not puniſhed, but laugh 
ed at: wherfoze it is neceſlarye at this pꝛelent, to 
entreate of the ſynne of whoꝛedome, and foznica= 
cton, declaryng vnto you, the greatnes of this 
ſynne, and howe odious,hateful,and abhomina⸗ 
ble it is. æ hath alwaye bene reputed, befoze God 
and all good men, and howe grenoully it hath 
bene puntſhed, bothe by the-lawe of God, and the 
ln wes of diyerſe pꝛinces. Agapne, to ſhewe you 

| certayne 


Agaynſt adultry 
cettayne remedpes, wherby pe map. (thoꝛo we the 

grace of God) eſchewe this molt deteſtable lynne 

of whozedome, and koznicacion, and leade your 

lyues, in all honeſty, and cleannes . Ind that pe 

may percepue, that foznicacton and whozedome 

ate(in the ſight of God)tnoolt abhominable ſpn- 

nes, ye ſhall call to remeinbzaunce this cõmaun⸗ 

dement of God. Thou ſhalt not comit adultry: od xx 
by the whiche woꝛde adult ry, although it be pꝛo⸗ 

perly vnderſtand, the vnlawful commixtion ot a 

maryed mi with a woman belyde his wyfe, oz of 

a wyke, with any ma beſide her huſband, yet ther⸗ 

by is ſignified alſo,al vnlawtful vſe of thole par⸗ 

tes, whiche be oꝛdayned fo2 generacton.And this 

one comatundement (fozbiddyng adultry)dothe 
ſufficiently paynte,and (et out, befoze our eyes, 

the greatnes of this linne of whozdome,and ma⸗ 

nifcitly declareth, how greatly it ought to be ab- 

hozred, of all honeft, and fapthfull perſons, And 

that none of vs all, ſhall thynke him ſelfe excep⸗ 

ted from this cõmaundement, whether we be old 

02 pong, maried, oꝛ vnmarted.ina 02 womãa, heare 

what God the kather lapeth by his moſt excellent 118 
pphet Mopyles: There ſhalbe no whoze,amoges Went. rt. 
the doughters of Jſraell, noz no whozemongers 
among the ſonnes ok Jſiracl.Hereis whozedome, 
foznicacion, and all vnclennes kfozbidden, to all 
kyndes of people, all degrees, and al ages, with 
out excepcion. And that we ſhall not doubte, but 
that this pꝛecept pertayneth to vs in dede, heare 
what Chzilt (the perfect _ ok al truth) lapth 
| (Ih, > 1 - 


= 


"399 


John. xv, 


Againſt adult 


in the neb teſtament. xe haue heard(ſaith Chziſt) 
that tt was ſayd to them ok the olde tyme, thou 
ſhalt not committe adultrp, but J lap vnto pou, 
wholoeuer leeth a woman, to haue his luſt of her 
hath commptted adultry with her already, in his 
heart. Here our ſauiour Chziſt, doeth not onely 
confirme and ſtabliſhe the la we againſt adultry, 
geuen in the olde teſtament of O Dthe father, 
by his leruaunt Moles, and maketh it of full 
ſtrength, continually to remapne among the pꝛo⸗ 
feſſours of his name, in the newe lawe, but he 
allo condempnyng the groſle interpzctacton of 
the Scribes and Pharilies, ( whiche taught, that 
the afozelapd commaundement onelp required 
to abſtapne from the outwarde adultrye,and not 
from the kylthy delpꝛes and vnpureluſtes) tea⸗ 
cheth vs an exacte, and full perkection of puritte, 
and clennes of life, both to kepe our bodyes bnz 
defiled, and oure heartes pure and free, from all 
euil thoughtes, carnal deſpꝛes, and fleſhely con⸗ 
ſentes. Bowe can we than be fre, from this com⸗ 


maundement, where lo great charge is layd vp⸗ 


on vs: May a ſeruaunt do what he wyll, in any 
thyng, haupng a commaundement ok his maſter 
to the contrary? Fs not Chꝛiſt our mapſter: are 
not we his leruauntes⸗ Howe than may we ne⸗ 
glecte oure mayſters wyll, and pleaſure, and fo- 
lowe our wpll and phantaſpe: Pe are my frendes 
(ſapeth Chꝛiſt) if you kepe thoſe thynges that J 
commaunde you. Nowe hath Chaiſt our mayſter 
commaunded vs, that we ſhould fozſake all vn- 


clennes 


Agaynſt adultry 
clenncs, and lecherp, bothe in bodye and ſpirite. 
This therkoze, mult we do, ik we looke to pleaſe 
God. In the goſpel of ſainct Mathew, we reade e v, 
that the Scribes and Phariſies, were greuoully 
offended with Chziſt, becaule his diſciples dyd 
not kepe the tradicions of the kozekathers, foz 
thep waſhed not they: handes, when they went to 
dyner, 02 ſupper. And among other thynges, 
Chziſt anſwered and layd:heare and vnderſtand 
Not that thyng, whiche ent reth into the mouthe, 
defpleth the man, but that, whiche commeth out 
of the mouthe, dekyleth the man . Foz thoſe thyn⸗ 
ges, whiche pꝛocede out of the mouthe, come 
furth from the heart, and they defyle the manne. 
Fo2 out of the heart, pcede euil thoughtes, mur⸗ 
ders, bꝛeakyng of wedlocke , whozdome,theftes, 
falfe witnes, blaſphempes. Thele are the thyn⸗ 
ges, whiche defple a mau. Here map we lee, that 
not onely murder, thefte, kalſe wptnes,and blal⸗ 
phempe, defyle menne, but alſo euil thoughtes, 
bꝛeakyng of wedlocke, koznicacion, and whoze- 
dome. 

Who is nowe, ok ſo lptle wytte, that he wyll 
eſteme whozdome,and foznicacion, to be thynges 
of [mall impoztaunce, and ok no weight befoze \ 
God? Chailt, (whiche ts trueth, and can not lye) John xi, 
ſapeth, that euil thoughtes , bzeakyng of wed⸗ Tt. 
locke, whozedome, and foznicacton,defyle a man, 
that is to ſap, coꝛrupte bothe the body and ſoule 
of manne, and make them, of the temples of the 
holp ghoſt, the fplthy dunghpyll, oz doungeon of 


all 
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[WF] John vil. 


Roma. vi, 


i. John. it, 


John. viii. 


Math xiiii. 


Agaynſt adultry 
all vncleane ſpirites, of the manſion of God, the 
dwellyng place of Sathan. Agapne, in the gol⸗ 
pell of ſainct John, when the woman taken in 
avultry , was brought vnto Chziſt, ſapd not he 
vnto her! go thy waye and ſynne nomoze⸗ Doeth 
not he here call whozedome ſynne : And what is 
the rewarde of ſynne, but euerlaſtyng death ⸗ It 
whozedome be lynne, than is it not lawful foꝛ vs 
to commit it. Foz S. John fayth: he that cõmit⸗ 
teth linne, is of the deull. Ind our ſautour ſayth? 
euery one that committeth ſynne.ts the ſeruaunt 
of ſynne. Il whozedome had not bene linne, lure⸗ 
ly S. John Baptiſt, would neuer haue revuked 
kyng Herode, koz takpng his bꝛothers wyke: but 
he tolde him playnely, that it was not lawful foz 
him, to take his bothers wpfe , He winked not 
at that whozedome ok Yerode, although he were 
a king of great power, but boldely repzoued him 
fo2 his wicked & abhomtnableliupng, although 
fo: the lame he loſt his head. But he wold rather 
ſuffre death, than ſee GO D lo diſhonozed, by the 
bꝛeakyng ok his holy pꝛecept, than to luftre whoz 
dome to be vnrebuked, euen in a kyng. It whoz⸗ 
dome had bene but a paſtime, a daliaunce, and a 
thyng not to be paſſed of(as many count it nowe 
a dayes) truely ſainct John had bene moze than 
twyle madde, ik he would haue had the diſplea⸗ 
ſure ofa kyng it he wold haue bene caſt into pꝛi⸗ 
ſon, and loſt his head fo2 a trifle. But John knew 
right wel, howe filthy, ſtinkyng, and abhomina⸗ 
ble the linne of whoꝛdome is, in the light of Op 

ther 


Of obedience. 
therfoze would not he leaue it burebuked,no not 
inakyng:Jf whoꝛdome be not lawful in a kyng 
neyther is it lawful in a ſubiecte. Jf whoꝛedome 
be not lawful in a publique officer, nepther is it 
lawekull in a pꝛiuate perſon. If it be not lawfull 
neyther in kyng, noz lubiect, neyther in à com⸗ 
mon officer, noz pꝛiuate perſon, truely than is it 
lawful in no man no2 woman, of whatſocuer de⸗ 
gree. oꝛ age they be. Furthermoze in the Actes of Ictcs 2. 
the Apoſtles, we reade, that whan the Apoſtles # 
elders , with the whole cogregacton, were gathe⸗ 
red together, to paciłye the heartes ofthe kayth⸗ 
ful dwellyng at Antioche( whiche wer diſquieted 
thzough the kalle doctrine of certapne Jewiſhe 
pꝛeachers) they ſent woꝛde to the bzethzen, that it 
ſemed good to the holy goſt, # to them, to charge 
them with no moꝛe, than with neceſſary thynges: 
Among other, they wylled them to abſtapn krom 
Idolatty, c foꝛnicacion, from whiche(ſapd they) 
it vou kepe your lelues, ve (hal do wel. 
Note here howe theſe holy and bleſſed fathers 
of Chailtes churche, would charge the congre⸗ 
gacion with no moe thinges than wer neccary, 
Marke alſo, howe among thole thynges, from 
the whiche they commaunded the bꝛethzen ofAn- \ 
tioche to abſtapne, foznicacton and whozedome 
is numbzed. It is therkoze neceſſary, by the deter 
minacion and conlent of the holy ghoſt, and the 
Apoſtles, and elders, with the whole congrega⸗ 
cion, that as from Jdolatrp and luperſticion: fo 
Ake wyle we muſt abſſapne from koznicacion and 
whozedome 


Voma x in. 


Againſt adultry, 
whozedome. Is itneceſſary vnto ſaluacion to 
abſtapne from PÞdolatrye - ſo is it, to abſtayne 
from whozedome. Js there anynygher wape to 
leade vnto dampnacion, than to be an Jdolater- 
no, euen lo neyther is there a nerer way to damp⸗ 
nacion, than to be a fozniratour, and an whoze⸗ 
monger. 

Nowe, where are thoſe people, whiche ſo light⸗ 
ly eſteme bzeakyng of wedlocke whozedoine,fozs 
nication @ adultry⸗ It is neceſſary ſayeth the ho⸗ 
ly ghoſt, the bleſſed Apoſtles, the elders, with the 
whole congregacion of Chꝛiſt it is neceſſarpe to 
ſaluacion, ſay they, to abltapne from whozdome. 


Ik it be neceſſary onto ſaluacion, then woe be to 


them, whiche neglectyng theyz laluacion, geue 
theyꝛ mynde to fylthy, and ſtynkyng lynne, to ſo 
wycked vice, to luche deteſtable abominacion. 
But let vs heare, what the bleſſed Apoſtle lainct 
Paule ſapeth to this matter, waityng to the Ro 
maynes: he hath theſe woꝛdes. Let vs caſt away 
the wozkes of darkenes, and put on the armours 
of light. Let vs walke honeſtly, as it were in the 
day tyme, not in eatyng and dzynkyng, neyther 
in chambꝛynges, and wantones, neyther in ſtrike 
and enuping, but put ye on the loꝛd Jeſus Chziſt: 
and make not pꝛouiſion koꝛ the fleſhe, to fulkyll 
the luſtes of it. Here the holy Apoſtle exhozteth 
vs, to caſt away the wozkes of darkenes, whiche 
(among other)he calleth glotonous eating, dzin⸗ 
kyng, chambꝛyng and watonnes, whiche all are 
miniſters vnto that vice, and pꝛeparacions a en⸗ 
uce 


Agaynſt adultry. 


dute, and bꝛyng in, the filthy ſynne of the fleſhe. 


He calleth them, the dedes and wozkes of darke- 
nes, not onely becauſe they are cuſtomably done 
in dartznes, oꝛ in the nyght tyine, (fox euerie one 
that dothe euyll, hateth the lyghte, neyther com- 


meth he to the lyght.leſt his wooꝛkes ſhoulde be Jobn. in. 
Math. xIt. 


repꝛoued) but that they lead the rightwaye vnto 
that vtterdarkenes, where wepynge, and gnal⸗ 

ſhyng of tethe ſhalbe. And he laythe in an other 
place, o the ſame epiſtle, they that are in 5 fleſhe, 
cannot pleaſe god. We are detters to the kleſhe, 
not that we ſhoulde lyue after the; leſhe, foꝛ yf ye 


lyue after the fleſhe, ye ſhal dye. Agayne he ſaith, om vn 


fiye from whoꝛedome. To euery ſinne that a mã 
commytteth, is without his body, but whoſoeyer 
commptteth whozedome , ſpnneth agaynſt his 


owne body, Do ye not knowe,that your mebers , Coin ve, 


Are the temple of the holy gooſt, whiche is in you, 
who allo ye haue of god, pe àre notyour owne⸗ 
Foz pe are derely bought. Glozifie god in your 
bodye. dc. And a litle afoze, he ſlapthe, doe ye 
not know, that your bodies àre the membꝛes of 
Chuiſt: Shal I tha take the membzes of Chaiſt, 
and make them the membꝛes of an whoze - God 
foꝛbid. Do ye not know, that he. which cleucth to 
an whoze.is made one body w her! There ſhalbe 
twoo in one kleſhe, (laith he) But he that cleueth 
to the loꝛde, is one ſpirite. What godly reaſons 
doth the bleſſed apoſtle l. Paul, bꝛing furth here, 

to dillwade „ and al vnclen⸗ 


And to be ioyned, and do ſeruite to them- 
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Againſſi adultrie ⸗ 


nes: your membꝛes (ſayth he) are the tẽple of the 
holy ghoſt, whiche wholocuer doth defple , God 
wyll deſtroye hym.as ſayth ſapnte Paule: ft we 
be the temple of the holy ghoſte, howe vnlittinge 
than is it to dꝛiue that holy ſpirite from vs, tho⸗ 


touch whoꝛedome! And in his place, to ſet the 


wycked ſpirites, of vnclennes and hs Pre: 

e are 
derely bought, (ſayth he, )therfoze Glozifie god 
in your bodies. Chꝛiſte that innocente lambe of 
god, hath bought vs, from the ſeruitude of the 
deupl, not with coꝛruptible gold and ſplyer, but 


with his mooſte pꝛeciouſe and dere hart bloude. 


To what entent: that we ſhould fat agayne, vn⸗ 
to our olde vnclennes, and abhominable liuing⸗ 
Naye verely, but that we ſhoulde ſerue hym, all 
the dayes of our lyke, in holynes, and righteoul⸗ 
nes, that we ſhould gloꝛifie him. ĩ our bodies, by 
purite and clennes-of lyfe. Me declareth alſo, that 
our bodies are the membyes of Chziſt. How vn- 
ſemel pe a thynge is it then, to ceaſe to be incoꝛpo⸗ 
rate and one with Chꝛiſte and thzoughe whoze- - 
dom, to be ioyned 4 made all one with an whoze- 
What greater diſhonour.oz iniurie ca we do to 
Chꝛiſte, than to take away frõ hym, the mebzes 
ol his bodie, and to ioine thẽ to whoꝛes diufls, x 
wicked ſpirites⸗ Aud what mozediſhonour ci we 
do to our ſelues, than thꝛough vnclennes, to loſe 


lo excellente a dignitie and kredome, and to be⸗ 


come bondeſlaues, and miſerable captiues , py 
the 


Again adultrie, 
the ſpirites of darkenes-Let vs therfoze conſy⸗ 
dꝛe, fy2ſt.the glozie of Chʒiſt, and than our ſtate, 
oure dignitie and kredome, wherin god hath let 
vs, by geuyng vs his holy ſpirite, and let vs va- 
liauntly defende the ſame, agaynſte Sathan, c 
all his craftie aſſaultes , that Chꝛiſte maye be 
honoured, and that welooſe not ourlibertie,but 
ſtyll remapne in one ſpirite with hym. | 
Moxeouer, in his Epiſtle to the Epheſians, &pyccizs,v, 
the bleſſed Apoſtle willeth vs, to be ſo pure, and 
free from adultry.foznication and al vnclennes, 
that we not once name them among vs.(as it be⸗ 
commeth ſaynctes) noꝛ kylthynes, noꝛ koliſhe tal 
kyng, noꝛ ieſtyng, whiche are not comely: but ra⸗ 
ther gyuyng of thikes. Foz this pe know. (ſayth 
he) that no whozemonger,eyther vnclene perſon, 
dx couetouſe perſon ( which is an Jdolatcr)hath 
any inheritaunce in the kingdome of Chziſt, and 
God. And that we ſhould remember to be holy, 
pure, c fre frõ al vnclennes, the holy apoſtle cal⸗ 
leth vs laynctes, becauſe we are ſãctified, c made 
holy, in p bloude ol Chꝛiſt, thꝛoughe p holy goſt. 
NO VV E pf we be ſaynctes, what haue we to peter. 
do w the maners of the heathen⸗Saynct Peter 
layth, as he which called pou, is holy. euẽ lo be pe 
holy alſo, in all your conuerſation, becaule it is 
wꝛyttẽ:Be pe holy,foz I am holp. Hitherto haue Zenit. rie 
we heard, how greudule a ſynne foznication and 
whoꝛzdom is, and how greatly god doth abhozre 
it, thꝛough out the whole ſcripture. Bowe can it 
any otherwiſe be, than a ſinne of mooſte abhomt- 
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natio.ſepng it once may not be named among the 
chꝛiſtians muche leſle, it may in anye poynct be 
committed. - 3 | 
And ſurelye, yk we woulde weye the greatnes of 
this ſynne, and conſydꝛe it, in the ryghte kynde, 
we ſhoulde fynde the ſynne of whoꝛedome, to be 
that mooſt fylthye lake, foule puddle, and ſtyn⸗ 
kyng lynke, wherinto, all kyndes of ſpunes, and 
eupls flowe, where alſo, they haue theyz reſtynge 
place, and abydyng.. 
TP OK hath not the adulterer, a pꝛyde in 
his whoꝛedomer as the wple man ſaith: They are 
glad whan they haue done euyll, and reioyle in 
thynges that are ſtarke nought. Is not the ad⸗ 
ulterer alſo ydle, and delpteth in no godlye exer⸗ 
ciſe, but onely in that his mooſt kilthie, and beſt- 
lye pleaſure: Is not his mynde abſtracte, and 
vtterlye dzawen awaye, from all vertuous ſtu⸗ 
dies, and fruitefull laboures, and only gyuen to 
carnall J aginations⸗Dothe not the whozc- 
monger geue his mynde to glotonie, that he 
mape be the moe apte to ſerue his luſtes, and 
carnall pleaſures. Dothe not the adulterer 
gyue his mynde to couetouſenes, and to pollyng 
and pyllyng of other, that he maye be the moꝛe a⸗ 
ble to maynetayne his harlottes and whores. 
and to contynewe in his fylthye, and vnlawfull 
loue: Swelleth he not allo with enuie, agaynſte 
other, fearynge that his pꝛaye ſhoulde be allu⸗ 
red, and taken awaye krom hym : Agayne, is he 
not yzefull,and repleniſhed with wꝛath, and dil⸗ 
pleaſure 


Agaynſt adultry: 
pleaſure, euen agaynſte his beſte beloued, yfat 


any tyme, his beaſtlye and deuillyſhe requeſt be 
letted what ſynne oz kynde of lynne is it that is 


not ioyned with foznication, and whozedome⸗ It 


is à monſtre ot many heades. It receyueth all 
kyndes of vices, and rekuſeth all kyndes ok ver⸗ 
tues. It one ſeuerall ſynne byyngeth dampnati⸗ 


on, what is to be thought of that ſpnne, whiche 


is accompanied with all euylles, and hath way⸗ 


tynge on it, whatloeuer is hateful to god, damp⸗ 


nable to manne, and pleaſaunte to Sathan⸗ 


Greate is the dampnation that hangeth 


7 


ouer the heades of koznicatoures and adulte- 
rers. What ſhall J ſpeake of other incommodi⸗ 


ties, whiche illewe and klowe oute ol this ſtyn⸗ 


kyng puddell of whozedome - Is not thc. . trea-- 
ſure, which befozeall others, is mooſte regarded - 
of honeſt perlonnes, the good fame, and name ol 
man and womanne, loſte thzoughe whozedome- 


What patrimonp, what ſubſtaunce, what good- 
des, what ritches doth whozedome ſhoztipe con⸗ 
ſume and bꝛynge to noughte⸗ What valiaunt⸗ 
nes, and ſtrength, is manye tymes made weake, 


and deſtroyed with whozedome:- What wyt is 


ſo fpne.that is not doted and defaced thzoughe 
whoꝛedome⸗ What beautie( although it wer ne- 
uer ſo excellent) is not obſcured thzough whoꝛc⸗ 
dome! Is not whozedome an ene mie to the plea⸗ 


ſaunt floure of youth - and bꝛyngeth it not gray 


heares and olde age, befoze the tyme What 
gyft ol nature, (although it were neuer ſo pꝛeci⸗ 
bus 
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ous) is not coxrupted with whozedome : Come 
not the frenche pockes, with other diners diſſea⸗ 
ſes,of whozedome:From whence come ſo manye 
baſtardes and mylbegotten childꝛen, to the high 
diſpleaſure of god, and diſhonour of holy wed- 
locke, but of whozedome : Howe manye conſume 
all theyꝛ ſubſtaunce andgoodes, and at the laſte 
faule into ſuch extreme pouertie, that afterwarde 
they ſteale, and ſo are hanged thzough whoꝛedõ⸗ 
What contencion and manſlaughter commeth 
of whozedome⸗ Howe manye mapdes be deflow⸗ 
red, how many wyues coꝛrupted, how many wp⸗ 
dowes defpled,thzough whoꝛedome⸗ How much 
is the publique weale enpoueriſſhed , and trou⸗ 
bled thzough whoꝛedome. Howe muche is gods 
woꝛde contempned, and depꝛaued by whoꝛedom 
and whozcmongers e Ok this vice, commeth a 
greate parte of the diuozces, which (nowe a day⸗ 
eg) be ſo commoly acuſtomed, and vled, by men- 
nes pꝛiuate authozitie, to the greate diſpleaſure 
of god, and the bzeache of the moſte holy knotte 
and bonde of matrimonie. Foꝛ when this mooſte 
deteſtable ſynne is once crepte in to the bꝛeſte ol 
the adulterer, ſo that he is entãgled with vnlaw⸗ 
kull, and vnchaſte loue, ſtrepyghtwayes, his true 
and lawfull wyfe is dilpiſed, her pꝛeſence is ab- 
hozred, her company ſtynketh , and is lothſome, 
what ſoeuer ſhe doeth, is diſp2ayſed , there is no 
quietnes in the houſe, ſo longe as ſhe is in ſyght. 
Therkoꝛze, to make ſhozte tale, muſt ſheaway, — 


Againſt adultrie, 

her huſband can bꝛooke her no lenger Thus 
thzough whoꝛedome, is the honeſt and innocente 
wyke put awaye, and an harlot receyued in her 
ſteede:and in lyke ſozte, it happeneth many times 
in the wyke to waͤrdes her hulbande. © abho⸗ 
mination⸗Chʒiſt our ſauioure, verye God and 
man,commyng to reſtoze the lawe of his heaue- 
ly father, vnto the ryght ſence , vnderſtandynge, 
and meaninge,among other thynges rekourmed 
the abuſe of this lawe of God, foz where as the Watth ri 
FJewes vſed,ofa longeſufferaunce, by cuſtome, 
to put away they; wpfes at theyz pleaſure. fo e⸗ 
ucrie cauſe, Chꝛiſt cozrectyng that euyl cuſtome, 
dyd teache.that yfany man put away his wyfe, x 
maͤrieth an other koꝛ any caule, excepte onlye fox 
adulterie(which than was death by the lawe) he 
was an adulterer, and fozced alſo his wyke, lo di⸗ 
uoꝛced, to coinniptte adulterie.yf ſhe were ioyned 
to any other man. And the man allo, ſoo topned 
with her, to commit adulterie. 

II what caſe than are thoſe adulterers, 
whiche koꝛ the loue ol an whoze, put awapye they 
true and lawfull wyke, agaynſte all lawe, right. 
reaſon, and conſcience O dampnable is the 
ſtate wherin they ſtande. Swifte deſtruction \ 
chall fall on them.yfthep repent not and amende 
not, foz god wylt not euer luffer holye wedlocke 
thus to bediſhonoured ,hated , and dilpiſed. He 
wyll once puniſhe this carnall and * 

„„ ee 


Agaynſt adultry. 
maner of lyuyng⸗ and taule, that his holpe oꝛdi⸗ 


naunce ſhalbe had in reuerence and honour. Foz 


ſurelye wedlocke (as the apoſtle ſapth) is hono⸗ 


table, amonge all men, and the bed vndekyled. 
But whozemongers and foꝛnicatoures, god wil 


iudge that is to lay, puniſhe and condepne.But 


to what purpole is this labour taken, to deſcribe, 
And let furth the greatnes of the ſinne ol whoꝛe⸗ 
dom, and the incommodities that iffew and flow 


out of it, ſeyng that bꝛeath and tongue ſhall ſo⸗ 
ner faple any man, than he ſhall, oꝛ mape be able 
to ſet it out, accoꝛdiug to the abhominacion and 
hapnouſnes therof⸗ - Notwithſtandpng this is 


ſpoken to the entent all men ſhoulde flee whoze- 
dome, and lyue in the feare ot God. God graunt 


that it maye not belpoken in vayne. Now wyl 


detclare vnto you moꝛdꝛe, with what greuoule 


A” 2 


puniſhmentes, god in tymes paſte, plaged adul⸗ 
trpe. And howe certayne woꝛldlye pꝛinces alſo, 
dyd puniſhit that ve may percepue, that whoze- 
dome and foꝛnicacion be ſynnes, nolelle deteſta- 
ble, in the ſyght ol god and ot all good men than 


7 


Jhaue hitherto vttered. In the kyꝛſte booke of 
Moyſes we reade that whan mankynde began 


to bemultiphed vpon theearth the men and we⸗ 
men gaue theyꝛ myndes ſo grently to carnall de⸗ 
lectacion ad fylthy pleaſude that they lyued w⸗ 


out all feare of God. God leing this theyꝛ bealt- 


Ape and abhominable liuinge, and perceiuynge 


that they amended not, but rather encrealed day- 
ly moꝛe 


Accainlk adultrye. 
lymoze and moze;in their ſynfull a vnclene ma⸗ 
ners, repented that he euer had made man, and 
to ſhewe howe greatly he abhozred adultrpe, 
whoꝛdom, foꝛnicatiõ, and all vnclenes,he made 
all the kountaines ofthe deape earthe, to burſte 
out, and the ſluces ot heauẽ to be opened, ſo that 
the rayne came downe vpon the earthe, by the 
ſpace oł.xl.dayes, and.xl.nightes, and by this 
meanes, diſtroyed the whole woꝛlde, and all 
mankynde, eight parſones only excepted: that 
is to faye: Nohe the pꝛeacher of righteouſnes 
(as ſainct Peter calleth him) and his wike, his 
thꝛe ſonnes,#their wpfes. O what a greuoule 
plage, dyd God caſte here vpon all liuinge cre⸗ 
atures, foz the ſynne of whozdome - Foz the 
whiche God toke vengeaunce,not only of man, 
but allo ofbeaſtes, fowleg, and all lyuinge cre⸗ 
atures. Panilaughter was committed befoze, Gene. inn. 
pet was not the woꝛlde deſtroped foz that, but 

foz whoꝛe dom all the woꝛlde ( ewe only except) 
was ouerflowed. with waters, and ſo peril⸗ 

ched: An example wozthie tobe remembzed, 

that ye may learne to feare god. 
VV teade agayne that foꝛ the fplthpſpnne 


ol vnclennes, Dodome and Gomoꝛre, and the ,,., . 


other cyties nighe vnto them, tderedeſtroyed, 
with kyer and bꝛimſtone from heauen, fo that 
there was neyther man, woman, childe, 192 
beaſte,noz2 vet any thinge that grewe vpon the 
earthe there left vadeſtrojed . Whole harte 
trembleth not at the hearinge of ag a 
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Gen. xx. 


man, becauſe he hath bꝛoken wedlocke, 


Agaynſt adultrie, 
who is fo dꝛowned in whoꝛdom and bnclenes; 
that wil not novo,foz euer atter, leaue this abo⸗ 
mynable lpuinge, ſeinge that god ſo grenouſly 
puniſcheth vnclennes, to rapne fire and bꝛym⸗ 
ſtone from heauen, to deſtrope whole cities, to 
kyll man, woman, and childe, and all other lp⸗ 
uinge creatures there abyding, to coſume with 
kpꝛe.all that euer grewe-what can bemoze ma⸗ 
nifeſte tokens of goddes wzathe, & vengeaunce - 
againſt vnclenes,and impuritie of lyfe⸗Marke 
this hiſtozye(good people, ) and feare the ven⸗ 
geaunce of God. Do we not rede alſo that god 


dyd\ſmyte Pharao, and his houſe, with great 


plages, becauſe that he vngodly delpꝛed Sa⸗ 


ra, the wife of Abzaham- Likewiſe rede we 


of Abimelech kynge of Gerar , although he 
touched her not by carnallknowledge. Theſe 


plages and punichmentes, dyd God caſte v⸗ 


pon kylthpe and vnclene perlones, befoze the 
lawe was gyuen, (the lawe of nature onlpe 
rapgninge in the hartes of men) to declare how 
great loue he had to matrimonpe, and agayne, 
howe muche he abhoꝛred adultrye, koꝛnicacion, 
and all vnclenneg. And whan the lawe that fozs 
bade whozedome,was gyuen by Mopſes, to 
the Jewes, dyd not God commaunde, that the 
tranſgreſſoꝛs therof chulde be put to deathe⸗ 
The woozdes ofthe lawe are theſe: Who fo 
tommptteth adulterye with any mans wyfe, 
Gall dye the deathe, both the man and the wo⸗ 


Agaynſt adultrie, 

his neyghbours weile. In the lawe allo it was . 

commaunded, that a damſell anda man taken ©"? 

togyther in whozedom,tHould be both ſtooned 

to deathe. In an other place we alſo rede, that 

God commaunded MWoyſesto take al the head: Kum. xv. 

rulers, and pzinces of the people, andto hange 

them vpon gpbbets openly, that euerp manne 

myght lee them, becauſe they eyther commits 

ted, 02 dyd not puniche whozedome, Agapne 

dyd not God lende ſuche a plage amonge the 

people, fo2 foznicacion and vnclennes, that 

they dyed in one dape the and twenty thous 

lande J paſſe ouer fo2 lacke of tyme,many os 

ther hiſtoztes of the holye Byble, whiche de⸗ 

clare the greuouſe vengeaunce., and heuy dil⸗ 

pleaſure of God, againſte whoꝛemongers, and 

adulterers. Certes this extreme puniſhment. 

apoynted of God, ſheweth euidentlpe howe 

greatly God hateth whozedome. Aud let vs 

not dowte but that god at this pzefent, abho2- 

reth all maner of vnclennes, no leſſe thun he 

yd in the olde lawe: and wyll vndowtedlye 

puniche it, bothe in this wozlde, and in the 

wonzlde to come. Foz he is a God that can a⸗ 

byde no wyckednes ,therfoze ought it to be ex⸗ 

-chewed, of all that tendze the glozye of god, 

and the ſaluacions of theyz owne ſoles, . oz. 
SAINT Paule ſayth, all theſe thynges 

are w2ytten foz oureerample, and to teache 

vs the feare of God, and the obedience to 

his holye lawe, Foz pt God ſpared not the 


Aqgaynlt adultrye. 

naturall branches, neyther wyl he ſpare bs that 

be but graftes, vt we commpt lyke offence: Jf 

god deſtroted many thowlandes of people, ma⸗ 

ny cyties, yea the whole wozld.foz whozedom, 

let vs not flatter our ſelues, andthinke we ſhal 

eſcape free, and without punichment. Foz he 

hath pꝛomiſed in his holy lawe, to ſende moſt 

grenouſe plages vpon them, that tranſgreſſe 

his holy commaundementes . Thus haue we 

hearde howe God puniſheth the ſynneof adul⸗ 

terye, let vs nowe heare certen la wegs, whiche 

the cynill magiſtrates deuiſed, in diners coun- 

treis , foz the puniſhment therof: that we map 

learne howe vuclenes hathe euer bedeteſted in 

all well oꝛdꝛed cities and comms welthes, and 

Lawes dcui- AMonge al honeſte perſonnes . The lawe a- 

fee fozpr- . monge the Lepꝛetans was this, that whan as 

whozdome, ny were taken in adultery, they were bovonde, 

and caried thzee dapes thoꝛowe the cytie, and 

afterwarde, as longe as they liued, were they 

diſpiſed, and witz ſhame and confuſion repu- 

ted as perſones deſolate of all honeſtie. Among 

the Locrenſians, the adulterers had bothe their 

epes thurſt out. The Romans in tymes paſte, 

En puniched whoꝛdome, lometyme by kyꝛe, ſome 

tyme by werde. Ifa man amonge the Egip⸗ 

tians had bene taken in adulterp, the lawe was 

that he ſhould openly, in the pꝛeſence ok all the 

people, be ſcourged naked with whippes, vnto 

the numbꝛe ofathouſand ſtripes. The woman 

that was taken with him, had her noſe — as 
| erby 


Aqaynſtadulfrye; 
Wherby the was knowne euer after, fo be an 
whoze, andtherfoze to be abhozred of all men. 
Amonge the Arabtans, they that were taken 
in adulterie, had their heades ſtrikenfrom their. 
bodies. The Athentans, puniched whozedome 
by death in like maner. So like wle dyd the 
barbarous Tartarians, Amonge the Turkes 
euen at this daye, they that be takẽ in adultery, 
bothe inan and woman, are ſtoned ſtreyghte- 
wapeg to deathe, without mertpe. Thus ſee we 
what godlye actes were deuiſed in tymes paſte 
of the highe powers, foz the puttinge awaye of 
whoꝛzdome, and fozthe mapnteyninge of holye 
matrimonie, and pure cõuerſation. And the au- 
thoꝛs of theſe actes, were not chꝛiſtiãs, but yes 
athen. pet were they ſo enffamed,with the loue 
of honeſtie, c purenes of lyke, that fox the mayn⸗ 
tenance, and conſeruacton ot that, they made 
godly ſtatutes, ſulferinge neither koznicacion, 
no2 adulterye,to raigne in their realmes, vnpu⸗ 
niſhed. Chꝛiſte lapde to the people: The Nint- Lat. n. 
uites ſhallryſe at the iudgement with this na- 
cion, meaninge the vnfaithkull Jewes, and chal 
condempne them. Foꝛ they repented at the pꝛea⸗ 
chinge of Jonas, but behold(ſaith he) a greater 
then Jonas is here, meaninge him ſelte, and 
pet they repent not. Dhal not (thinke pou) lite 
wile the Locrenſtans, Frabians, Atheniang, 
with ſuche other, riſe vp at the iudgement and 
condemne vs, fo2 as muche as they cealed from 
W man, 2 
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fi. Coʒ.vi. 


Ao. xxi. 
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we haue che law a manifeſt pꝛeceptes of God, 


and yet fozſake we not our fylthye coucrſacion: 


Trulp, trulp, it ſhal be eaſier, at the day of iudge 
ment, to theſe heathen, thã to vs, excepte we re- 
pent and amende. Foz although death of body 


ſeameth to bs a greuouſe puniſhment, in this 


woꝛlde foz whozedome, pet is that payne no⸗ 


thing, in compariſon of the greuouſe tozmetes, 
which adulterers, foznicatours, c all vncleane 


perſons, ſhall ſuffer after this lyfe.Foz al ſuche 


be excluded, and ſhut oute of the kyngedome of 


heauen, as S. Paule ſaith :Benot decepued, 
Foz neither whozemongers, noz wozthippers 


of Images, noz adulterers , no2 ſoftelinges, 
noz Dodomites,noz theueg, no2 couetous per⸗ 


\ons,noz d2uncardes, no2 curſed ſpeakers,no2 


pyllers, ſhall inherite the kyngedome of God. 
And Sainct John in his reuelacion ſaith, that 
whozemongers chall haue theic parte, with 
murderers, fozcerers, enchaunters, pers, ido⸗ 
laters, and ſuche other, in the lake whiche bur- 
neth with fyze, and bꝛimſtone, which is the ſes 


conde death. The punichment of the bod pe, al⸗ 
though it be deathe, hathe an ende, but the pu⸗ 


niſhment of the ſoule , whiche S. John calleth 


theſecod death, is everlaſting: there ſhal be fire 


t bꝛimſtone, there ſhall be wepinge a gnaſhing 


ok teeth:the wozme that ſhall there gnawe the 
conſcience ot the dampned, ſhall neuer dye. O 


whole hart diſtilleth not euen dꝛoppes of blud, 
tremble 


to heare, and conlidze theſe thnges. If we 


Aagaypnſt adultrie, 

tromble and chake at the hearinge andnamynge 
of theſe papnes, oh, what ſhall they do, that 
all fele them, that ſhall ſulfer them, yea and 
euer ſhall ſuffer, wozides without ende. God 
haue mercy on vs. Who is nowe lo dꝛowned in 
lynne, and paſt all godlynes, that he will ſet 
moꝛe by a fylthy and ſtinking plealure, (whiche 
fone paſſeth awape) than by the loſſe of euerla⸗ 
ſting gloꝛie ⸗Agayne who will ſo gyue himfelfe 
to the luſtes of the flethe,that he fearethe no⸗ 
thinge at all, the papnes of hell fyze » But let 
bs heare howe we map exchewe the ſynne of 
whozedom and adulterie, that we map walke 
in the feare ol God, and be free from thoſe moſt 
greuouſe, and vntollerable toꝛmentes, which 
.abydeall vncleane perſonnes, To auopde fo2s 
nicacion, adulterpe, æ all biiclennes, let vs pꝛo⸗ 
uide, that aboue all thinges, we may kepe our 
hartes pure ⁊ clene, frõ al euill dandrde and 
carnallluſtes.Foz vt that be once infected # coꝛ⸗ 
rupt, we fall hedlonge into all kynde of vngod 
lynes. This chal we eaſly do, pfwhan we feale 
inwardly, that Satã our old enemy tepteth vs 
vnto whoꝛdom, we by no meanescoſenttohis 
craftie ſuggeſtions, but valiauntly reſiſte, and 
voſtãd him, by ſtrong faith, in the woꝛd of god, 
obiecting againſt him alwates in our hart, this 
cõmaũdement of god. Scriptumeſt, non moœchabe⸗ 
ris, It is wꝛittẽ, thou ſhal not cõmit whoꝛdom. 
It ſhal be good alſo foꝛ vs. euer to lyue in 5ᷣ fear 
ok god, and to ſet befoze our eyes, the greuouſe 

tthzetenin⸗ 


— — ,. ]—7—— . 


agaynſt adultrye; 


thzeteninges of god, againſt all vngodly ſyn- 
ners, and to coſider in our mynde,howe fylthy, 
bealtly, and ſhozt that pleaſureis, wherevnto 
_ Data moueth vs: And agayne, how the payne 
apoputed foz that ſynne, is vntolerable, and 
enerlaſtinge. Wozeouer, to vſe a temperance # 
ſobꝛietie in eatinge a dzinkinge, to exchewe vn⸗ 
cleane cõmunicaciõ, to auoyde all filthy cupany, 
to llee idleneg, to delite in readinge holye ſcrip⸗ 
ture, to watche in godlpe pzayers, # bertuouſe 
meditacions: and at all tymes, to exerciſe ſome 
godly trauayles, ſhal helpe greatly vnto the ex⸗ 
chewinge of whoꝛdom. 
AND here are all degrees to be moniched, 
whether they be maried, oz bnmaried, to loue 
chaſtitie and clennes of lyfe. Foz the maried 
axe bounde by the lawe of god, ſo purely to loue 
one an other, that nepther of them ſee any 
ſtraunge loue. The man muſte onlpe cleue to 
his wile, and the wife agayne only to her hul⸗ 
bad: they muſt ſo delight one in an others cums 
banpe, that none ot them couet any other. Ind 
as thep are bounde, thus to liue together in all 
godlines Ehoneſtie, ſo likewiſe is their dewtye 
rtuouſly to bzinge bp their childzen: and to 
pꝛouide, chat they fall not in to Satans ſnare, 
no into any baelennes., but that they come 
pure & honeſt vnto holy wedlocke, whan tyme 
requireth. So likewiſe ought all maſters,aud 
rulers, to pꝛouide, that no whoꝛdome, noz any 
popnte of bnclennes, be bſed amonge their 
ſeruauntes, 


Againſt adultry, 
ſeruantes. And agapne they that are ſingle, and 
feele in them lelues, that they canot liue without 
the compaupe of a woman, let them get wyues of 
theyz owne, and ſo liue godly together. Foꝛ it is 
better to mary then to burne. Ind to auotde fot- 
nicacion, ſapeth the Apoſtle, let euery man haue . Co v. 
his owne wyke, and euery woman her owne hul⸗ 
band. Finally, all ſuche às feele in them ſelues, a 
ſuſticiencye and abilite thzough the operacion of 
Gods lpirit,to leede a ſoole and continent life, let 
them pzaile God fo2 his gift, and ſeke al meanes 
poſſible,to maintapne the lame. as by teadyng of 
holy ſcriptures, by godly meditacions, by conti⸗ 
nual pzaiers,and ſuche other vertuous exerciſes 
Jef we all on this wyle wyl endeuoꝛ our ſelnes,to 
exchewe koznicacion, adulterp, and al vnclennes, 
and leade our liues in all godlines, and honeſtte; 
ſeruyng God with a pure and cleane heart, and 
glozifipng bim in oure bodpes, by leadyng an 
innocent lyfe , we may be ſure, to be in the 
numbꝛe of thole, of who our ſauioʒ Chꝛiſt 
' ſpeaketh in the Golpel,on this maner: 
Blelled are the pure in heart, ko: 

they ſhall ſee God, to whom a⸗ 

lone be all glozy, honour, 

kule, and power, wozl⸗ 5 | 

des without ende. 


Amen. 1 
| Sal. An 
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Anhomlie againſt contention 
and biaulpng. 


nd bos dape( good chuſten 
= N N = people) ſhalbe declared vnto 
(Gre > vou the vnpꝛokitablenes, and 
Le 7 Nv #5 (hameful vnhoneſty of cõten⸗ 
A tion, ſtrike, and debate, to the 
ok 8 entent, that when you ſhal ſee 
"7 / _ (as it were in a table paynted 
. 0obekoꝛe pour epes) the euilfa⸗ 
uozedneg, and dekozmitie of this moſt deteſtable 
9855 our ſtomackes may be moued, to ryle a⸗ 
tit, and to deteſt a abhozre that ſinne,which 
s much to be Hated, ſo pernicious and hurts 
ful to all men. But among all kyndes of conten⸗ 
cfon,none is moze hurtfull, then is contencion in 
matters of religion. Elchewe((ſayth ſainct Paul) 
fooliſhe and vnlearned queſttons, knowing that 
they bzeed ſtrife, Jt becometh not the ſeruaunt of 
GO D, to fight oz ſtriue, but to be meabe toward 
al men. This contencion and ſtrite was in ſainct 
Paules tyme, among the Cozinthians, and is at 
this tyme among vs Engliſhe men. Foz to many 
there be, whiche vpo the alebenches oꝛ other pla⸗ 
ces, delite to pzopounde certain queſtions, not ſo 
much pertainyng to edikication, as to bainglozy 
and oſtentacion: and fo vnlobetly to reaſon and 
diſpute, that when neyther party wyll geue place 
to other, they fal to chidyng and contencion, and 
ſometyme from hote wozdes, to further inconue⸗ 
nience. Sainct Paul could not abyde to heare a⸗ 
mong 


Pk tontencion, 


mong theCozinthians,thele woꝛdes ok diſcozd oz 
dilcention: J holde of Paule, F of Cephas, and J 
of Appollo. What would he then lay, if he heard 
theſe woꝛdes of contencion (whiche be nowe al⸗ 
molt in euery mannes mouth)he is a phariſie, he 
is a golpeller, he is of the new ſozt.he is of the old 
kayth, he is a newe bꝛoched bꝛother, he is a good 
catholike father, he is a papiſt, he is an heretike, 
Oh howe the churche is deuided. Oh howe the 
cyties be cutte and mangled. Dh howe the coote 
of Chziſt that was without leame, is all to rent & 
tone. Oh bodye miſtical of Chziſt, where is that 
holy and happy vnitis, out of the whiche, wholo⸗ 
euer is,. he is not in Chztſt: If one membze be pul 
led from another, where is the body⸗ It the body 
be dꝛawen from the heade, where is the like ol the 
body! We cannot be topnted to Chꝛiſt our heade, 
except we be glued with conco2d & charitie, one to 
another. Foz he that is not in this vnitie, is not ot 
the churche of Chzilt, which is a congregation oꝛ n . 
vnitie together, and not a diuiſion. Sainct Paul ; 
ſayeth, that as long as emulacton,contecion,and 
factions be among vs: we be carnal, and walke 
accoꝛdyng to the kleſhly man. And ſainct James 4, lt. 
ſapth: It pou haue bitter emulacion, and conten-* 
cion in pour heart, gloꝛy not of it, foʒ where as cõ⸗ A 
kencion is, there ts inconſtancy, q all eutl deades. 
And why do we not heare S. Paule whiche pzat- 
eth vs, where as he might cõmaunde vs, laiyng: 
F beleche pou, in the name ok oure Loꝛde Jelus 
Chzatlt, that you wyll ſpeake all one thyng; and 
Dil. that 


| i. Cozin. i, 


Ephe, iii. 


Oektontention. 
that there be no dillencion among pou, but that 
pou wyll be one whole body, ol one mynde, and of 
one opinion in the trueth. It his delyze be reaſos 
nable #honeſt, why do we not graunt ite ik his re- 
queſt be foꝛ our p2ofit, why do werefule it: Ind it 
we liſt not to heare his peticiõ o2 pzaier;yet let vs 


heare his exhoztacion, where he layeth: J exhoꝛte 


vou that you walke, as it becometh the vocacion, 
in the whiche you be called, with all ſubmiſſion & 
mekenes, with lenitte and ſoftnes of mynde, bea⸗ 


tos one another by charitie, ſtudiyng to kepe 
t 


he vnitie of the ſpirit, by the bond of peace. Foz 
there is one bodye, one ſpirit, one faith, one bap⸗ 
tiſme. There is (he ſayeth) but one body, of the 
whiche he can be no liuely membze, that is at va⸗ 
riance with the other mẽbꝛes. There is one ſpirit, 


whiche ioyneth # knitteth al thynges in one. And 


howe can thts one ſpirit raigne in vs. when we ax 
mong oure lelues be deuided- There is but one 
fayth, and howe can we then lay he is of the olde 
fayth, #he is of the newe kayth! There is but one 
buptiſme, and then ſhal not al they whiche be bap 
tiſed, be one- Contencion cauleth diuiſton, wher⸗ 
foze it ought not to be among chziſtians who one 
faith c baptiſme, iopneth in an vnitie. But ik we 
contemne ſainctPaules requeſt and exhoztacion 
pet at the leſt, let vs regard his obteſtacion, in the 


whiche he doth very earneſtly charge vs, and(as 
Imap loſpeake) coniure vs in this kourme and 


maner. If there be any conſolacion in Chziſt, if 
ther be any comfozt of loue, ił you haue any coin⸗ 
| munion 


Ok tontention, 
munion of the ſpirit, i pou haue any bowelles of. 
pytie c compaſſion, fulfyl my iope, beyng all like 

affected, hauyng one charitie, beyng of one mind. 

ok one opinion, that nothyng be done by conten⸗ 

cion, oꝛ vainegloʒy. Who is he that hath any bo⸗ 

welles of pytie, that wyl not be moued with thele 

wozdes lo pithy⸗ whole heart is ſo ſtony( but that 

the lwoꝛde of theſe woꝛdes, which be moze ſharpe 

then any two handed fwozde) may not cutte and 

bꝛeake aſondze? Wherkoꝛe, let vs endeuoz our ſell 

to fulfpll ſainct Paules ioye, heare in this place, 

whiche ſhalbe at length to our great ioye in ano⸗ 

ther place. Let vs lo reàde the lcripture, that by Howe we 
reading therof,we may be made the better liuers {97rowere, 
rather then the moꝛe contenctous diſputers . It 

any thyng is neceſſary to be taught, reaſoned, oꝛ 
dilputed, let vs do it with al meakenes, ſoktnes, & 

lenitie. It any thyng (hall chaunce to be ſpoken 
vncomlp, let one beare anothers frapltie.He that 

is faulty, let him rather amend, than defend that 
whiche he hath (ſpoken amiſſe.leſt he falle by con⸗ 
tencion,from a fooliſhe errour, into an obſtinate 

herelie: foz it is better to gente place mekely, then 

to wynne the victozy with the bzeache of charitie: 

whiche chaunfeth, where euery man wyl dekende 

his opinion obſtinatelp. It we be chziſten menne, N 
why do we not kolow Chziſt, whiche ſayeth:lerne | 
ek me, fo: J am meeke andlowely in heart. A dif 

ciple muſt learne the leſlon of his ſcolemayſter, @ 

a ſeruant muſt obey the commaundement of his 
maiſter. He that is wyſe and learned (ſayth lainct 
Diltt, James 
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James) let him ſhew his goodnes by his good tõ 
uerſacion, æ ſobernes of his wildome. Foz where 
there is enup and contencion, that wyſoome com⸗ 
| meth not fro S od, but is woꝛldly wiſedome,mans 
| wildome, a deuiliſh wiſedome:ko2 the wyledome 
o l. that cometh fro aboue, from the ſpirit of God, is 


_ chaſte and pure,co2rupted with no euil affecttos, 
tt is quiet, meake and peaceable, abhozrpng all 
deſpꝛe of contencion, it is tractable, obedient, not 
grudgyng to learne, a to geue place to them that 
teache better foz their rekoꝛmacion. Foz ther ſhal 

neuer be an ende of ſtriupyng and contecion, if we 
dtontende, who in contencton ſhalbe maiſter, and 

haue the oucrhand:tif we ſhal heape errour vpon 
errour, i we continue to defend that obſtinately, 

whiche was ſpoken vnadutſedly: Foz truth it is, 

that ſifnes in maintaynyng an opinion, bzedeth 
contencion, bꝛaulyng d chidyng,whiche ts a vice 

among al other, molt pernicious and peſtilent to 

cõmon peace and quietnes. And as it ſtãdeth be⸗ 

twixt two perſons and partes, foʒ no mã comenly 

doth chide with him lelte, ſo it compzchedeth two 

molt deteſtable vices:the one is pickyng of qua⸗ 

relles, with ſharpe and conteucious wozdes, the 

other ſtandeth in frowarde anſweryng, and mul⸗ 

tipliyng euil woꝛdes again. The fy: is ſo abho⸗ 

Com v. minable, that ſainct Paule ſapeth, ił any that is 
Anatas ous, ral led a brother, be a wozlhipper of pdols, a hꝛau⸗ 
tel ptkyng. ler, oz piker of quarels, a thefe o2 an extozcioner, 
1 viith him that is ſuche a man, ſee that ye eate not. 
Nowe here conſidze that lainct Paul W a 
colder 


Ok tonkention 
ſcolder, a bꝛauler, oꝛ a piker of quarels, among 
theues and pdolaters: and many times commeth 
leſſe hurte ofa theke, then of a railyng tongue: foꝛ 
the one taketh away a mannes good name, the o⸗ 
ther tak eth but his riches, which is ok much leſle 
value and eſtimaciõ, then is his good name. And 
a theke hurteth but him, from who he ſtealeth, but 
he that hath an euil tong, troubleth all the toune 
where he dwelleth, and ſointpme the whole coun- 
trep , And a railyng tongue is a peſtilence ſo full 
of contagion, that ſainct Paule wylleth chziſten 
men to koꝛbeate the copany of ſuche, and neyther 
to eate noz d2ynke with them. And where as he 
wyl not that a chziſten woman (ſhould koꝛzſake her 
huſbãd although he be an inkidel, noz that a chꝛi⸗ 
ſten ſeruant ſhould depart from his maiſter, whi⸗ 
che is an infidel and heathen, and ſo ſuffereth a 
chꝛiſten man to kepe company with an infidel,yct 
he fozbiddeth vs to eate 02 dzinke with a ſcolder. 
02A quarel piker. Ind alſo in the. vi. Chapiter to 
the Cozinthians, he ſaith thus. Be not deceiued, 
fo: neyther foznicatours.,neyther wozſhippers of 
pdols, neyther theues noz d2onkardes, neyther 
curſed ſpeakers, ſhall dwell in the kyngdome of 
heauen. It muſt nedes be a great kault, that doth 
moue and caule the father to dicherit his natural 
ſonne. And how can it otherwiſe be, but that this 
curled ſpeakyng,. muſt nedes be a moſt damnable 
ſinne which doth cauſe God our molt mercyful 
and loupng father to depꝛiue vs ok his moſt ble(- 
led kingdowe of heauen. Againſt the etherſpmne 

Ji 


Againd fro- 
= warde anlwe 
ring. 


= - Math. v, 


Vo ma. xi. 


IAnobicction,; 


all their venime againſt me, at theyz pleaſures? 


Of tontention, 
that ſtandeth in requityng taunt foz tatint, ſpea⸗ 
keth Chziſt him lelfe: 3 ſay vnto you (layeth our 
ſauioꝛ Chziſt) reſiſt not euil, but loue pour ene⸗ 
mies, and lay wel by them, that lay euil by you, 
do well to them, that do euil to pou, and pꝛap foz 
them, that do hurt and purlue you, that you may 


be the childzen ok pour father whiche is in heaue, 


who ſuffereth his ſunne to riſe, both vpon good & 
euil, and ſẽdeth his rayne both to the iuſt and vn- 
iuſt. To this doctrine of Chziſt, agreeth very wel 
the teachyng of ſainct Paule, that electe veſſel of 
OD, who cteaſeth not to exhozte and call vpon 
vs,. ſaipng:Bleſſe the that curſe pou,bleſſe( J lay) 
and curſe not, recompence to no ma euil fox euil, 
if it be poſſible (as muche as lyeth in pou) liue 
peaceably with al men. Dearely beloued auenge 
not pour leltes, but rather geue place vnto wzath 
foz it is wzitten: vengeaunce is mpne, J wyll re- 
uenge layeth the Loꝛde. Therfoze,if thine enemy 
hunger, feade him, ik he thꝛiſt, geue Him dꝛynke, 
be not ouercomne with euil, but ouercome cuil 
with goodnes, All theſe be the wozdes of lainct 
Paule. But they that be lo full ot ſtomacke, and 
(et ſo muche by them lelues, that they may not a= 
bide ſo muche as one euil wozde to be ſpoken of 
them peraduentare wyl ſay: J be cuil reuiled, 
ſhal I ſtande ſtyl like a goole, oz a koole with my 


finger in my mouth ⸗ hal J be luche an idiot and 


diſerde to ſuffre euery man to ſpeake dpon me, 
what they liſt to raple what they liſt, to ſpeweout 


Of contencion, 


Js it not conuenient that he that ſpeaketh euil, 
Goulde be aunſwered accoꝛdyngly⸗ If I ſhall 
vſe thts lenitie a ſoftnes; I hall bothe cncreaſe 
mine enemies frowardnes , and p2ouoke other 
todolike . Suche reaſons make they, that can 
ſufterncthyng, foz the defence of their impacy? zn ant were. 
ence. And yet if by froward anſwering to a fro- 
ward perſon, there were hope toremedy his fro 
wardnes, he ſhouldeleſſe offend that ſhould ſo 
anſwer, doyng the lame not of ire,o2 malice,but 
onelp of that entent, that he that is io froward 
02 maliciouſe, map be refoꝛmed. But he that can 
not amend an other mans faulte, oz can not a- 
mend it without his owne fault, better it were 
that one ſhould perythe, tha two: than ik he tan 
not quiete him with gentle wozdes , at the leaſt 
let him not folowe him, in wicked and vncharp⸗ 
table woꝛdeg. It he tan pacifie him with ſuf- 
feryng, let him ſuffer:and if not. it is bettertoſuf 
ker euil, than to do euill, to ſay well, than to ſay 
euil:foz, to ſpeake wel againſt euill, commeth of 
the ſpirite of God, but to render euil foz cuil, cõ⸗ 
meth ofthe contrary ſpirite. And he that can not 
temper ne rule his o bon ite, is but weake and fe- 
ble, and rather moe like a woman oꝛz a child, the : 
a ſtrong man. Foz the true ſtrength and manly- 
nes, is to ouetcome wꝛathe, and to deſpiſe iniu⸗ 
ry, and other mens folichnes. And beſides this, 
he that ſhall deſpile the wzong done vnto hym 
by his ennemp, euerp man ſhall perceiue, that it 
was lpoken oz dene without cauſe, where as 
Tf. contra s 


e Ok tontencion. 
tontrary, he » doth fume a chafe at it, chal helpe 
the cauſe ot his aduerſary, geuing ſliſpiciõ Þ the 
thing is true. And lo in goyng about to reuẽge e⸗ 
uil, we ſhew our ſelfes to beeutl, a while we wil 
puniſh oꝛ reuẽge an other mas foly,we double x 
augmẽt our own kolp. But many pꝛetences find 
they Þ be wilkul to colour their impaciẽce. Mine 
enmy ( ſap they) is not woꝛthy to haue getle woꝛ 
des 02 dedes, being ſo ful of malice, oꝛ froward⸗ 
nes. The leſſe be is wozthy,Þ moꝛe art thou alo⸗ 
wed of god. ỹ moꝛe art thou cõmẽded of Chꝛiſt: 
foz whole ſake thou chouldeſt render good koꝛ e⸗ 
nil, becauſe he hath lo cõmãded the, alſo deſer⸗ 
ued v thou ſhouldeſt ſo do. Thyneibour hath per 
aduẽture with a woꝛd offended the, call ÿ to thy 
remébzäce whowmany wo2des x deedes,how- 
greuouſlyp haſt offeded thylozdgod:what was 
ma whã Chꝛʒiſt died foꝛ him⸗ was he not his ene 
my.X vnwoꝛthy to haue his kauoꝛ ⁊ mercy:Euẽ 
ſo with what getiines à pactece doth he fozbere 
ct tollerate the although he is daily offended by 
the⸗Foꝛgeue therioze alight treſpace, to thy nei 
bour;y Chꝛiſt may fozgeue the. many thoulades 
of trelpaces, which art euery day an offeder. Foz. 
if Þ koꝛgeue thy hꝛocher being to the a treſpaſſer, 
thẽ hau thou a ſure ligne a tokẽ that god wil fo2- 
geuethe, ty whõ al mẽ be debters oꝛ treſpaſſers. 
How wouldeſt thou haue God mercitul to the, if 
wilt be cruel bnto thy bꝛother⸗cãſtthon not fid: 
a thin? hart to do p toward an other, that is thy: 
felow, which god hath done to the, art but his 
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leruãt⸗Ought not one liner to foꝛgeue another, 
ſeing that Chꝛiſt which was no linner, did pzay 
to his father foꝛ them, p without mercy c dilpite 
fully put him to deth⸗ who, whã he was reutled 
did not vſereuiling woꝛdes again, a wha he luk⸗ 
kered wzongkullp. he did not thzeaten, but gaue 
al vegeanceto the iudgement of his father, whi⸗ 
che iudgeth rightfully . And what crakeſt thou 
of thy head, it thou labour not to be in the body, 
thou canſt be no.mEber of Chꝛiſt, if thou kolowe 
not the ſteps of Chult,who(as 5ᷣ pꝛophet ſaith) 
was led to deth lie alãbe, not openighis mouth 
to reuiling, but openĩg his mouth to pꝛaiyng [02 
the p crutikied him, latpng. Father foꝛgeue the, 


fo2 they can not tel what they do. The which ex⸗ Lune xxit. 


ample anone atter chziſt, l. Steuen did folowe;* 
after him S. Paul. We be yl lpokẽ of(ſaith he) 
@ we ſpeke wel, we ſuffer perlecuciõ & take it pas 
cietip:me curſe vs we gentely entreate. Thus 
S. Paule taught that he did, and he did that he 

taught: Bleſſe vou (laithj he)thẽ ß perſecute you, 
bleſie pou curſe not. Js ita great thig to ſpeke 
wel to thy aduerlarp, to voho Chult doth comad 


Fetes. vii. 
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the to do wel⸗Dauid wha Semei did cal himal 


to naught, did not chide again, but ſaid pacietly: 
S ulter him to ſpeatze euil, if perchãce v loꝛd wil 
Hauemetcy on me. Piſtozies be ful of kräples of 
Hetheme,y toke very mekely both oppꝛobzious 
woꝛdes f miuttous dedes. And ſhal choſeBcthe 
mẽ᷑ excel in patiẽte, vs yp pꝛofeſſe Chailt, pᷣteacher 
@ exam ple ot al paciece:Liſander whan one did 
rage — hi, in reuiling ol hi, he was nothing 
T. ii.. moued, 
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maued, but ſaid:goto,go to, ſpeake agapnſt me 
as muche, and as oft as thou wilt, and leaue out 
nothing, ik perchante by this meanes thou mai⸗ 
eſt diſcharge the of thole naughty thinges, with 
the whiche it leemeth, that thou art full laden. 
Many men ſpeake euill ok al men, becauſe they 
can ſpeake well of no man. Akter this loꝛt, this 
wile man auoided from him, the iniurtious woꝛ⸗ 
des ſpoken vnto hym: imputyng and laiyng the 
to the naturall ſickenes or his aduerlary. 
Peritles, whan a certain ſcolder,o2 a railpng 
kelowe did reuile hym, he anſwered not a woꝛd 
again, but wet into a galery, and after toward 
night, when he went home.thisſcolder folowed 
hym raging ſtil moꝛe and moze, becauſe he ſawe 
the other to let nothyng by him. And alter that 
he came to his gate( being darke night) Pericles 
commaunded one ok his ſeruauntes to lyghte a 
tozch, and to bꝛyng the ſcolder home to his own 
houſe . He dyd not onely with quietnes ſuffer 
this bꝛawler pactentiy, but alſo recompenſed an 
euill turne with a good turne, and that to his e⸗ 
nemy. Is it not a ſhame foz vs that pꝛokeſſe 
Chuſt, to be wozſe than Heathen people, in a 
thyng chietely pertainyng to Chziſtes religion 
Shall Philoſophy perlwade them moze, than 
Goddes woꝛd chall perſwade vs⸗ Shall natu⸗ 
ral reaſon pꝛeuaile moꝛe with them, than religi⸗ 
on ſhall do with vs Shall mannes wiſdome 
leade them to that thing, wherbnto the heauen⸗ 
ip doctrine can not leade vs - What blyndneſſe 


wil⸗ 


Ok contencion, 


wilfulnes,02 rather madnes is this⸗Pericles be 
yng p2ouoked to anger with many cotumeltous 
wozdes,anſwered not a wooꝛd. But we ſtirred 
but with one litle woꝛd, what tragedies do we 
moue : Howe do we kume, rage, ſtampe, a ſtare 
like madde men. Many men ok euery tryfle,wyl 
make a great matter, and of the ſparke ofa little 
woꝛd, wyll kindle a great fyze, takyng all thyn⸗ 
ges in the woꝛſt part. But howe muche better is 
it, and moꝛe like to the example and doctryne of 
Chtiſte, to make rather ok a great faulte in oure 
neybour, a mal faulte,reaſonyng with our ſel⸗ 
keg alter this ſozt: He ſpake theſe woꝛdes, but 
it was in a ſodaine heat, oz the dzinke ſpake the 
t not he, oz he ſpake them at the mocion offoine 
other, ozhe ſpake them bepng ignoꝛaunt ofthe 
truthe, he ſpake the not againſt me, but againſt 


him whom he thought me to be. But as tou⸗ mouem: fr 


Reaſons to 


chyng euill ſpeakyng, he that is ready to ſpeake duarel yickis 


euill againſt other men, kyꝛſte let hym exampne 
himlelke, whether he be kautles, and cleare ofthe 
fault, whiche he kyndeth in an other. Foꝛ it is a 
chame when hethat blameth an other foz any 
fault, is gyltie him ſell, eyther in the ſame fault, 
either in a greater. It is a ſhame foꝛ hym that is 
blynd, to cal an other man blynd, and it is moꝛe 
ch ame fo hym that is whole blynd, to call hym 
blinkerd that is but pozeblynd.Fo2 this is to le 
a ſtrawe in an other mans epe, whã a man hath 
a blocke in his owne eye. Than let him conſider 
that he that vſeth to ſpeake euil, hall commonly 
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be euil ſpoken of again. And he yſpeaketh what 
he wil koꝛ his pleaſure, ſhalbe cõpelled to heare 
that he would not, to his diſpleaſure, Moꝛeouer 
let him remeber that ſaiyng, that we ſhall geue 
an accõpt foꝛ euer dle woꝛd. How much moe 
thẽ chal we make a reckenyng foz our ſharpe bit- 
ter bꝛauling, and chiding wozdes, whiche pꝛo⸗ 


uoke our bꝛother tobe angry, æ ſo to the bꝛeache 


Reaſons to 
moue me fro 


kro ward an; 


ſwering 


ok his charitie. Ind as touchyng pll anſwering, 
although we be neuer ſo muche pꝛouoked, by o⸗ 
ther mens euil ſpeaking, pet we ſhal not folowe 
their krowardnes by euil anſweryag, ik we coſts 
der that anger is a kynde of madnelle, and that 
he whiche is angry, is (as it were loꝛ the tyme) 
in a kreneſpe. Wherkoꝛe let hym beware leaſt 
in his furp, he ſpeake any thyng whereof after- 
warde he mape haue iuſte cauſe to be loꝛp. And 
he that wyll defende that anger is no kurpe, but 
that he hathe reaſon, euen whan he is mooſt an- 


ory, than let hym rcaſon thus with hym ſelfe 


when he is angrye. Nowe J am ſo moued and 
chated that within a.lyttle whele after, J ſhalbe 


otherwapes mynded. Wherkoꝛe than choulde J 


nowe ſpeatze any thyng in my anger, which here 
after whan J woulde faineſt, can not be chan⸗ 


ged. Wherkoze chall J do any thyng nowe, be⸗ 


ing as it were, out of my witte, foꝛ the whiche 
whan J ſhall come to my felfe agapne, Ichalbe 
very ladde⸗ why doth not reaſon , why doth not 
Godlines, pe why doth not Chztſt obtayne that 
thing now ok me, which hereatter, time * ob⸗ 

kaͤpne 
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tainofme.Jfaman be called an adulterer, vſe- 
rer, drunkerd, oꝛ by any other cotuimelto? name, 
let him cõſider earneſtly, whether he beſo called 
truly oz falſely:ik truly, let him amẽd his faute, 
Phts aduerſarp map not after, woꝛthely charge 
him with ſuch ofteces:if theſe thinges be laied a 
gainſt him fallly, yet let him coſider whether he 
bath geut any occaſion to be ſuſpected of ſuche 
thinges, and lo he may both cutte ok thatluſpiciõ 
Wherok this llaũder dyd ariſe, a in other thinges 
tal liue moꝛe warelp. And thus bſig our ſelfes, 
we map take no hurt, but rather much good by ỹ 
xebukes #ſlander of our enemp. Foz 5ᷣ repꝛoche 
ok an enemp map be to many men a quicker ſpur 
to p amendmẽt ok their like, thã the gentle moni⸗ 
ci of a fred, Philippus the king of Macedones. 
whan he was il ſpoken of by the chfefe rulers of 
the citie of Athens he did thanke thein hartelpe, 
becauſe bythem he was made better, both in his 
woꝛdes a dedes:koꝛ J ſtudy( laid he) both by my 
fatynges e doinges to pꝛoue the lies. This is the 
beſt wayto reell a mans aduerſary, ſo to liue p 
al which chal know his honeſty, map beare wit⸗ 
nes that he is flãdered vnwoꝛthilp. If the faute 
wherok he is ſlaũdered be ſuch, that fo2 p defence 
ok his honeſty, he muſt nedes make anſ were, pet 
let him anſwere quietly # ſoftly, onthis kachion, 
that thoſe fautes be laid againſt him falſelp, foz 
it is truthe » the wiſe man ſayth; A lofte anſwer 
allwageth anger,x a hard #ſharp anſwere doth 
ſtirre vp rage # fury, The ſharpe anſwer of 1 
| USE 
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ball did pzouoke Dauidfo cruel vengeaũte, but 
the gentle woꝛdes of Abigail, quenched the kyꝛe 
again, that wag al in a flame. And a ſpeciall re- 
medy againſt maltcionſe tunges, is to arme our 
ſelfes with pactence, mekenes, and ſilence, leaſt 
with multipliyng wozds with the enemy, we be 
made as pllas he. But they that can not beare 
one pl woꝛd, peraduenture foz their owne excu- 
ſacion, wil alledge that whiche is waitten, he 
that deſpyſeth his good name is cruell. Allo 
we reade. Inſwer a foole accoꝛdyng to his fo- 
lichnes. And our Loꝛd Jeſus did hold his peace 
at certayn euyl ſaipnges. But to ſome he anlwe⸗ 
red diligently, he heard men call him a Sama⸗ 
ritane, a Carpenters ſonne, a wine dꝛinker, and 
he heid his peace. But whan he heard them ſay 
thou haſt a Deuell within the, he anſweredto 
that earneſtly. Truthe it is in dede that there is 
a time, vohan it is conuenient to anſwer a foole 
acco2dyng to his foliſhenes,leaſt he ſhould ſeme 
in his ovone conceit to be wiſe. Ind ſometime it 
is not pꝛofitable to an were a foole accoꝛdynge 
to his foliſhenes, leſt the wiſe man be made like 
to the koole. Whan our infampye is iopned with 
the peryll of manp, than it is neceſſary in anlwe⸗ 
ryng, to be quicke and ready. 

Foz we reade that many holy men of good 
zeales, haue ſharply and fiercelp, both lpoken & 
an{wered tirauntes and euill men, which ſharp 
woꝛdes pꝛoceded not of anger, rancour, oꝛ ma⸗ 
lice, oz appetite of vengeaunce , but of 8 

elpze 
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de ſyze to bzing theto the true knowledge of God 
and from vngodly liuyng, by an earneit a ſharpe 
obiurgacion # chidyng. In this zeale S. John Math it. 
baptiit called the Phariſies adders bꝛoode, and 

ſ. Paule called the Galathians fooles, # the men Sass. 
of Crete he called lyars, euil beſtes, and lloggiſh Tit.. 

belyes and the alle Apoſtles he called dogges 4 „ . 
crafty wozkeinen, And this zeale is godly, and to 
be allowed, as it is plainely pzoted by the ram | 
ple of Chziſt, who although he were the koũtayne 1 
and ſpzing ok all mekenes, gẽtilnes and loktnes, ain 
pet he calleth the obſtinate Scribes and Phari- "Te | 
ſies blinde gides, kooles, paynted graues, hipo⸗ 
crites, ſerpẽtes, adders bzood, a cozrupt and wic⸗ 
ed generacion. Allo he rebuketh Peter egerly, 
ſaiyng: Go behinde ine Satan. Lykewple lainct 
Paule repꝛoueth Elymas, ſaipng. O thou full of 
al craft, and gyle, enemp to al iuſtice, thou cealelk x, H.. 
not to deſtroy the right wayes of God. And now ö 
o, the hand of the Loꝛd is vpon the, a thou ſhalt ö 
be blind, and not ſee fo2 a tyme. Alſo lainct Peter ö 
repꝛehẽdeth Anantas very ſharply, ſaipng:àna⸗ Ates v. 
nias, howe is it that Satan hath killed thy heart, 

that thou ſhouldeſt lye vnto the holy goſt. This 
zealehath bene ſo feruent in many good me, that 

it hath ſtyzred them not only to ſpeake bitter and 

eger wo2des, but allo to do thinges which might 

ſeme to ſome to be cruel, but in deede they be very 

tuſt, charitable,and godly,becauſe they were not 

done of ire, malice oz contencious minde,but of a 
keruent mpnde to the glozy of God, and the coz⸗ 
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rection ofſpnne executed by menne; called to that 
\  -., office. Foz in this ʒeale out lozd Jeſus Chziſt did 

John. k. dziue with a whippe, the byars and ſellers out of 
| Exod.rx, the teinple. In this zeale Moles bꝛake the two 

__**. * tables whiche he had cecetued at gods hãd, when 
bhelawe the Iſtaelites daunſyng about a calke, x 
| aumexry. called to be killed. rxiii. M. ok his owne people, 
Inthis zeale Phinees the ſonne of Elealer, did 
Vat theke ex- thzuſt tyzough with his (wozde,zambzy @ Coby, 
astro be to who he koũd together ioyned in 5 acte of lechery. 
io wed or ene⸗ Wherkoe now to returne agapne to contentious 
deen e he wozdes, and ſpectally in matters of religion and 
called to ofs Gods wozde ( whiche would be vled with all mo⸗ 
authonitle. delt ie, lobernes, and chatitte)the wozdesof ſainct 
5 James ought to be wel marked and bozne in me⸗ 
moꝛp, where he ſayeth that of contencton rileth al 

euil. And the wple kung Salomon layeth,honoz 

is due to a man that kepeth him ſelfe from cõten⸗ 

cion. and al that mingle thein ſelues therwith, be 

fooles. And becauſe this vice is ſo murheHurtful 

to the ſocietye of acoinon wealth, in al wel oꝛdꝛed 
tyties, theſe comon bꝛaulers and ſcolders be pu⸗ 

niſhed with a notable kynde ok paine, as to be let 

on the cokyngſtole,pillery,o2 ſuche like. Ind they 

be vnwoꝛthy to liue in a cõmon weale, the which 

do as muche as lhᷣeth in them, with bzaulyng and 
ſcoldyng; to diſturbe the quietnes # peace of the 

Caine, And wherof cometh this cötention, ſtrife, & 
variaunce, but of pꝛide and bapneglozy-Let vs 

therkoꝛe humble our ſelfesvnder the mighty had 

of God, whiche hath pꝛomiſed to reſt vpon = 
N | tha 
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that be humble andlowe in ſpitit. Ik we be good 
and quiet chziſten men, let it appeare in our ſpech 
and tonges. It we haue koꝛſaken the deutl,let vs 
vle nomoꝛe deuiliſhe tonges. He that hath bene a 
ratlyng ſcolder, nowe let htin be a ſober counkel⸗ 
lout, he that hath bene a malicious ſclaunderour 
now let him be a louyng comfotter. He that hath 
bene a vayne railer, nowiet him be a goſtly tea⸗ 
cher. He that hath abuſed his tongue in curſyng. 
nowe let him ble it in bleſſyng. He that hath abu⸗ 
ſed his tong in euil ſpeakyng,nowe let him vle it 
in ſpeakyng wel. All bitternes, anger, railyng. & 
blalphemp, let it be auoyded from pou. If you 
map, and it be poſſible, in no wyſe be angry. But 
it you map not be clene voide of this pallion, then 
pet lo temper and bꝛpdle it, that it ſtyʒte pou not 
to contencion and bꝛaulyng. It pou be pꝛouoked 
with euil [peakyng, arme pour ſelf with paciece, 
lenitie, and lcilence, ether ſpeakpng nothing , oz 
els beyng verye lſofte,meke and gentle in anſwe- 
ryng. Ouercomethine aduerlaries with beneki⸗ 
tes and gentlenes. And aboue all thynges kepe 
peace x vnitie, be no peace bzcakers, but peace 
makers. And then ther is no doubt but that 
God, the authoz of cofozt, and peace, wyl 
graunt vs peace ok conſc:ence, c ſuche 
cõcoꝛd and agrement, that with one 
mouth # mynde, we may glozify 
God, the father of our Lozd 
Jeſus chziſt, to whom 
be al glozy nowe and euer. 
Amen. 
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IL Ereafter ſhall folowe homilies of faſtyng, 
4 p2aipng, almes deedes, of the Natiuitte, 
Paſſion,R2:urrection,+ Alcencion ok our ſauioz 
Chzilt, of the due recetupng ol his bleſſed body 
and bloud, vnder the kourme of bzead and wyne, 
againſt idlenes,agataſl glotony and dzonkenes, 
- gaynſt coueteouſnes, agaynlt enup, ire, and 
malice, with manye other matters, aſwell 
kruitkul as neceſſaty, to the edifiyng ok 
c ghꝛiſten people, and encreace of N 


godly liupng. n 
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1e London, in Hete ſtrete, 
fàͤk the ligne of the 
SW unne, ouer agaynſte 
bp Cdwarde 
e 
thurthe, the. xx.daye ot Au⸗ 
- guft, in the peare ok 


oure Loꝛde. 
15 4 7. 


Cum prtuilegio ad imprimetis 
gr ne das 


